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TT is the peculiar felicity and prudence of 
the people in this kingdom, that whatever 
commoditics or productions lie under the 


[a] This treatiſe ſpread very faſt ; upon which 
a perſon, in great office, ſent in haſte for the chief 
juſtice (///h3:ſhed), and informed him of a ſeditious, 
factious, and virulent pamphlet lately publiſhed, 
with a deſign of ſetting the two kingdoms at va- 
riance; directing, at the ſame time, that the printer 
ſhould be proſecuted with the utmoſt rigour.---The 
chief juſtice had ſo quick an underſtanding, that he 
reſolved, if poſſible, to out- do his orders ---The 
printer was ſeized, and forced to give great bail: 
the jury brought him in not guilty, although they 
had been culled with the utmoſt .nduftry: the chief 
juſtice ſent them back nine times, and kept them 
eleven hours, until, being tired out, they were 
farced to leave the matter to the mercy of the judge, 
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greateſt diſcouragements from England, thoſe 
re what they are ture to be mott induſtrioi s 
in cultivating and ſpreading. Agriculture, 
which hath been the principal care of all 
wiſe rations, and for the encourageme) t 
whereuf there are ſo many ſtatute-laws in 
England, we countenance ſo well, that tis 
landlords are every wire, by penal clauſes, 
abſolutely prohibiting their tenants from 
ploughing [6], not ſatisfied to confine then: 
within certain limitations, as is the practice 
of the Englyh; one effect of which is already 
ſeen in the prodigious dearneſs of corn, and 
the importation of it from London, as the 


by what they call a ſpecia! werdi, During tlie 
trial, the chief juſtice, among other ſingularities, 
laid his hand on his breaſt, and proteſted ſolemnly, 
that the author's deſign was to bring in the preten- 
der: but the cauſe being ſo very odious and impo- 
pular, the trial of the verdict was deferred from one 
terin to another, until, upon the (d. of . At. 2 
the lord lieutenant's arrival, his grace, after mature 
advice and permiſſion from England, was pleaſed to 
yrant a noli proſegui. Pope's works, vol. ix. let- 
ter 5, 

Cle piece firſt turned the tide of popularity in the 
author's favour, Orrery. 

[4] itt was the practice of ih farmers to wear 
out their ground with ploughing, neither manur:: g 
nor letting it lie fallow ; and when their leaſes were 
near expired, they ploughed even the meadows, ard 
made ſuch havock, that the Lnllords, by their 
zeal to prevent it, were betrayed into this pernicious 
meaſure, 
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cheaper market. And becauſe people are the 
riches of a country, and that our neighbours 
have done, and are doing, all that in them 
lies to make our woo! a drug to us, and a 
monopoly to them; therefore the politic 
gentlemen of Ireland have depopulated vaſt 
tracts of the beſt land, for the feeding of 
ſheep. 

I could fill a volume, as large as the Hi, 
tory of the cuiſe men of Gotham, with a cata- 
logue only of fome wonderful laws and cul- 
| toms we have obterved within thirty years 
| paſt. It is true, indeed, our beneficial traf- 

| fick of wool with France hath been our only 
ſupport for ſeveral] years paſt, furniſhing us 
with all the little money we have to pay our 
rents, and go to marxet, But cur merchants 
aſſure me, T/zs trade bath received a great 
damp by the preſent fiudluating condition of the 
cois in France: that moſt of their guine is 
paid for in ſpecie, without carrying thither 
any commodity from hence. 

Howevcr, lince we are fo univerſally bent 
upon enlarging our flocks, it may be worth 
| inquirina, what we ſhall do with our wool, 
| in caie Barrflable [c] thouid be over- ſtocked, 
and our French commerce ſhould fail? 

could with the parliament had thought 
fit to have ſuſpended their regulation of church 
matters, and enlargements of the preroga- 
tiwe, until a more convenient time, becauſe 


1 
* * 
1 
f 
4 
2. 
7 
N , 
1 
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e] A ſea- dort in Pevonſgire, at that ume the 
print malzet in Engiand for Irif wook, 
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they did not appear very preſſing, at leaſt to 
the perſons principally concerned; and, in- 
ſtead of thele great refinements in politicks 
and diwinity, had amuſed themſelves and their 
committees a little with the fate of the na- 
tion. For example: What if the houſe of 
commons had thought fit to make a reſolu- 
tion, aemine contradicente, againſt wearing 
any cloth or ſtuff in their families, which 
were not of the growth and manufaQure of 
this kingdom? What if they had extended 
it ſo far as utterly to exclude all filks, vel- 
vets, callicoes, and the whole lexicon of fe- 
male fopperies; and declared, that whoever 
acted otherwiſe, ſhould be deemed and re- 
ous an enemy to the nation? What if they 
iad ſent up ſuch a reſolution to be agreed to 
by the houſe of lords: and, by their own 
practice and encouragement, ſpread the exe- 
cution of 1t in their — countries? What 
if we ſhould agree to make burying in wool- 
len a faſhion, as our neighbours have made it 
a laau? What, if the ladies would be con- 
tent with Jriſb ſtuffs for the furniture of their 
houſes, for gowns and petticoats for them- 
ſelves and their daughters? Upon the whole, 
and to crown all the reſt, let a firm reſolu- 
tion be taken, by male and female, never to 
appear with one ſingle fred, that comes from 
England ; and let all the people ſay, AN. 
I hope, and believe, nothing could pleaſe 
his majeſty better than to hear, that his | 
loyal ſubjects of both ſexes, in this king- 
| 1 dom, 
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dom, [A] celebrated his birth. day (now ap- 
proaching) aniwerſally clad in their own ma- 
nufacture. Is there virtue enough left in 
this deluded people to ſave them from the 
brink of ruin? If the men's opinions may 
be taken, the ladies will look as handſome 
in ſtuffs as in brocades; and, fince all will 
be equal, there may be room enough to em- 

loy their wit and fancy in chuſing and match- 
ing patterns and colours. I heard the late 
archbiſhop of Tuam mention a pleaſant ob- 
ſervation of ſome body's; that Ireland wwould 
never be happy until a law were made for 
burning every thing, that came from England, 
except their people and their coals. I mult 
confeſs, that as to the former, I ſhould not 
be ſorry if they would ſtay at home; and for 
the latter, I hope, in a little time, we thall 
have no occaſion for them : | 
Non tanti mitra eft, non tanti judicis oftrum. 
But I ſhould rejoice to ſee a flay-lace from 
England be thought ſcandalous, and become 
a topick for cenſure at wiſits and tea-tables. 

It the unthinking ſhop-keepers, in this 
town, had not been utterly deſtitute of com- 
mon ſenſe, they would have made ſome pro- 
poſal to the parliament, with a petition to the 
purpoſe I have mentioned; promiſing to im- 
prove the cloths and fluffs of the nation into 


[4] Her grace the dutcheſs of Dorſet, the lord 
lieutenant's lady, is ſaid to have appeared at the 
Caſtle in Dublin wholly clad in the manufacture of 
Ireland on his majeſty's birth day x95 3. 

B 3 all 
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all poſſible degrees of fineneſs and colours, and 
engaging not to play the lnawe, according to 
their cnjiom, by exiting and impoſing upon the 
nobility ond gentry either as to the prices or 
the goods. For I remember, in London, 
upon a general mourning the 4m merces 
and æuoollen drapers would, in four and twen- 
ty hours, raiſe their cloths and ls to above 
a double price; and, if the mourning con- 
tinued long, then come wiining with petz- 
tions to the court, that they awere ready to 
flarwve, and their finerics lay upon their hands. 

I could with, our ſhop-keepers would im- 
mediately think on this propoſal, addreſling 
it to all perſons of quality and others; but 
firſt be ſure to get ſome body who can write 
ſenle to put it into form. 

I think it needleſs to exhort the clergy to 
follow this good example; becauſe, in a litile 
time thoſe among them, solo are ſo unfortu- 
nate to have had their birth and education in 
this country, will think themſelves abundantly 
happy, when they can afferd Iriſh crape and 
an Athlon hat; and as to the others, I /hall 
not preſume to direct them. I have indeed, 
ſeen the preient archbiſhop of Dublin clad 
from head to foot in our own manufacture; 
and yet, under the roſe be it ſpoken, bis 
grace deſerveth as good a gown, as if be had 
not been born among us [e]. 

I have not courage enough to offer one ſyl- 
lable on this ſubject to Heir honours of the 


Le]; Doctor KING. 
army: 
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7 
army: neither have J ſufficiently conſidered 
the greut importance of ſcarlet and golil Ince. 
The fable in Owid of Arachne and Pallas 
is to this purpoſe. The goddets had heard 
of one Arachne, 1 young virgin very famous 
for ſpianiug and æveaving: they both met 
upon a trial of (kill; and Pallas finding her— 
ſelf almoſt equalled in her cwn art, ſtung 
with rage and envy, knockt her rival down, 
and turned her into a ſpider; cnjoiring her 
to ſþia and weave for ever out of her oawn 
bowels, and in a wery narrow compaſs. 1 
confeſs, that from a boy I always pitied poor 
Arachne, and could never heartily love the 
\ goddeſs on account of fo cracl and unjuſt a 
ſentence ; which however is fully executed up- 
on 4, by England, with further additions of 
| ) rigour and ſeverity, ſor the greateſt part of 
57 our bowels and witals is extracted without 
4 allowing us [/] the liberty of ſpinning and 
TWeaVIHE them. 7 
The {cripture tells us, that opreſſion maketh 
a wiſe man mad, therefore, conſequently 
ſpeaking, the reaſon, why ſome men are not 
mad, is, becauſe they are not aviſe:; how- 


Ls 


[FI In the ſpring 175-, the parliament of Erg- 
Lind paſſed an act for permitting the exportation of 
wool, and woollen or bay yarn, from any port in 
Ireland to any port in Frgland s which was beſote 
prohibited, And, 

In the winter 1753, the Ji parliament prohi- 
bited the importation of gold and filver lace, except 
ef the marnufafure , England. 
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ever, it were to be wiſhed, that oppreſſion 
would, in time, teach a little av//Zom to 
Feols. 

I was much delighted with a perſon, who 
hath a great eſtate in this kingdom, upon his 
complaints to me, how grievoufly poor Eng- 
land ſuffers by impoſitions from Ireland: that 
we Coney our own wool to France in ſpight 
of all the harpies at the cuſtom-houſe : that 
Mr. Shuttleworth, and others, en the Cheſhire 
coaſis, are ſuch fools as to ſell us their bark at a 
good price for tanning our own hides into lea- 
ther: with other enormities of the like weight 
and kind, To which I will venture to add 
more : that the mayoralty of this city is al- 
ways executed by an inhabitant, and often by 
a native, which might as well be done by a 
deputy with a moderate falary, whereby poor 
England loſeth at leaſt one thouſand pounds a 
year upon the balance: that the governing of 
this kingdom caſis the lord lieutenant three 
thouſand fix hundred pounds a year ; ſo much 
net loſs to poor * that the people of 
Ircland preſume to dig for coals in their own 
grounds; and the farmers, in the country of 
Wicklow, fend their turf to the vcriày market 
of Dublin, to the great diſcouragement of the 
coal trade of Moſtyn [g] and Whitehaven : 
that the revenues of the Poſt-office here, ſo 
righteouſly belonging to the Engliſh treaſury, 
as ariſing chiefly from eur own commerce with 


c le! 175 in Flintſbire, and Whitehaven in : 
UTIBETIAVAS 
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each other, ſhould be remitted to London clogg- 
ed with that grievous burthen of exchange; 
and the penſions paid out of the Iriſh revenues 
to Engliſh favourites /hould lie under the ſame 
diſadvantage, to the great loſs of the grantees. 
When a divine is ſent over to a biſhoprick 
bere with the hopes of five and twenty hun- 
dred pounds a year z and wupon his arrival he 
finds, alas! a dreadful diſcount of ten or 
twelve per cent: a judge or @ commiſſioner 
of the revenue has the ſame cauſe of com- 
plaint, Laſtly, The ballad upon Cotter is 
vehemently ſuſpected to be Iriſh manufacture; 
and yet 1s allowed to be ſung in our open 
Rrects, under the very noſe of the govern» 
ment. 

Theſe are a few, among the many hard- 
ſhips, we put upon that poor kingdom of 
England; for which, I am confident, every 
honeft man wiſheth a remedy : and I hear, 
there is a project o foot for tranſperting our 
beſt wheaten rag by ſea and land carriage 
to Dunſtable; and obliging us, by a law, to 


take off yearly ſo many tur of ftraw hats for 
the uſe of our women; which will be a great 


encouragement to the manufacture of that in- 
duſtrious town. 

I would be glad to learn among the di- 
vines, whether a law to bind men without 
their own conſent be obligatory, in foro con- 
ſcientiæ; becauſe I find, Scripture, Sander- 
ſon, and Suarez, are wholly flent on the 
matter. The oracle of reaſor, the great law 
of nature, and general opinion of civilians, 

5 where- 
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wherever they treat of limited governments, 
are indeed deciſive enough. 

It is wonderful to obſerve the byaſs among 
our people in favour of things, perſons, and 
wares of all kinds, that come from Eng- 


land. The printer tells his hawkers, that 


he has got an excellent new ſong juſt brought 
From London. I have ſomewhat of a ten- 
dency that way myſelf; and upon hearing 2 
coxcomb from thence diſplaying himſelf with 
2 volubility upon the park, the play- 

ouſe, the opera, the gaming ordinaries, it 
was apt to beget in me a kind of veneration 
for his parts and accompliſhments. It is not 
many years ſince I remember a perſon, who, 
by his ſtyle and literature, ſeems to have been 
the corrector of a hedge-preſs in ſome blind- 
all:y about Little-Britain, proceed gradually 
to be an author, at leaſt a [V] tranflator of a 
lower rate, although ſomewhat of a larger 
Pulk, than any that now flouriſhes in Grub- 


fireet ; and upon the ſtrength of this founda- - 


tion come over here, erect himſelf up into an 
orator and politician, and lead a kingdom at- 
ter him. This, I am told, was the very 
motive, that prevailed on the [7] author of a 
play called, * in a hollow tree, to do us 
the honour of a viſit; preſuming, with very 


good reaſon, that he was a writer of a ſupe- 
rior claſs. I know another, who, tor thirty 


[45] Suppoſed to be Caeſar's Commentaries, dedi- 
cated to the duke of Marlborough, by col, Bladen. 
[i] Lord Grimſton. 
years 
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| Z vears paſt, hath been the comon flandard of 

* fiupidity in England, where he was never 
| * heard a minute in any aſſembly, or by any 
| Party with common chriſtian treatment; yet, 
upon his arrival hither, could put on a face 
of importance and authority, talk more than 
ſix, without either gracefulneſs, propriety, or 
meaning; and, at the ſame time, be admired 
and followed as the pattern of eloquence and 
cb dm. 

Nothing hath humbled me fo much, or 
ſhewn a greater diſpoſition ta a contemptuous 
treatment of Ireland in ſome chief gowernors, 
than that high ſtyle of ſeveral ſpeeches from 
the throne, delivered as uſual after the royal 
aſſent, in ſome periods of the two laſt reigns. 
Such exaggerations of the lows conde- 
ſcenſions in the prince to paſs thoſe good laws, 
would have but an odd found at Weftminſter : 
| neither do I apprehend, how any good law 
can paſs, wherein the &:7g's interelt is not as 
much concerned as that of the people, I re- 
; member, after a ſpeech on the like occaſion, 
delivered by my lord [K] Wharton, (I think 
it was his laſt) he deſired Mr. Addiſon to aſk 
my opinion on it: my anſwer was, That his 
excellency had very honefily forfeited his head 
on account of one paragraph: wherein he 
aſſerted, by plain conſequence, a diſpenſing 
power in the queen. His lordſhip owned it 
awas true, but ſawore the words were put into 
his mouth by direct orders from court. From 


F LI Lord lieutenant, 
3 B 6 whence 
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whence it is clear, that ſome ainifters, ir. 
thoſe times, were apt, from their h:gh eleva- 


tion, to look down upon this kingdom, as 


if it had been one of their colonies of outcafis 
in America. And I obſerved a little of the 


ſame turn of ſpirit in ſome great men, from 
whom I expected better; Lough, to do 


them juſtice, it proved no point of difficulty 


to make them correct their wen, whereof the 


whole nation quickly found the benefit.— 
But that is forgotten, How the fiyle hath 
fince run, I am wholly a ſtranger; having 
never ſeen a ſpeech 40 the laſt of the 
queen. 

I would now expoſtulate a little with our 
country landlords; who, by unmcaſurabie 
ſcrewing and racking their tenants all over 
the kingdom, have already reduced the miſer- 
able people to a worſe condition than the pea- 


fants in France, or the wvayals in Germany 


and Poland; fo that the whole {pecies, of 
what we call ſubflantial farmers, will, in a 
very few years, be utterly at an end. It 
was pleaſant to obſerve theſe gentlemen, la- 
bouring with all their might for preventing 
the biſbopbs from letting their revenues at a 
moderate half value (whereby [J] the whole 


[7] Whereby, that is, by preventing the biſhops 
revenues from being let at half value. See this po- 
fition explained and proved in the tract called, A.- 
guments agein/t enlarging the twver of biſhops, 
vol. ix. . 
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er der would, in an age, have been reduced to 
manifeſt beggary) at the very inſtant, when 
they were every where canllug [m] their own. 
land upon ſhort leaſes, and ſacrificing their 
oltefl tenants for a penny an acre advance. 
I krow not how it. comes to paſs (and yet, 
perhaps, I knew well enough) that fawes 
have a natural diſpoſition to be tyrants, and 
that, when my beltem give me a kick, I am 
apt to revenge it with fx upon my footman z 
ajithough, perhaps, he may be an honeſt and 
diligent flow. I have heard great divines 
affirm, that tu is ſo Gihely to call dawn. an 
univerſal judgment from heaven upon a na- 
tion, as uniwerſal oppreſion; and whether 
this be not already verified in part, their wor- 
ſhips the landlords are rozv at full leiſure to 
conſider. Whoever travels this country, and 
obſer ves the face of nature, or the faces and 
habits, and dwellings of the natives, will 
hardly think himſelf in a land, where lago, 
religion, or common humanity is profeſſed. 

I cannot forbear ſaying one word upon a 


thing they call a aul, which I hear is pro- 


jecting in this town [2]. I never ſaw the 
propojals, nor underſtand any one particular 
ot their ſcheme: what I wiſh for at preſent, 
is only a ſufficient proviſion of hemp, and 
cops and bells, to diſtribute according to the 


[n] Canting their land is letting it to the higheſt 
bidder- cant ſignifies the ſame as auction. 

a] This project for a bank inaJreland was ſoon 
afterwards brought into parliament, and rejected. 
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ſeveral degrees of honefly and prudence in 
ſome perſons, I hear only of a monſtrous 
ſum already named; and if oTHERs de not 
| ſoon hear of it too, and hear with a ven- 
geance, then am I a gentleman of leſs ſaga- 
city than myſelf and a very few beſides take 
me to be. And the jeſt will be ſtill the bet- 
ter, if it be true, as judicious perſons have 
aſſured me, that one half is altogether ima- 
ginary. The matter will be likewiſe much 
mended, if the merchants continue to ca 


off our gold, and our goldſmiths to melt 
down our heavy ſilver. 
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i Shopkeepers, Tradeſmen, Farmers, 
/ and Common People 
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CONCERNING THE 
BRASV3-HALT-PEN CE 
Coined by one 


WILLIAM WOOD, 


HAR D-WAR E-MAx, 


With a De/gn to have them paſs in this 


ngdom. 
Wherein is ſhewn 


5 Phe Power of his Patent, the Value of his 
Half pence, and how far every Perſon may 
be obliged to take the ſame in Payments, 
and how to behave himſeif, in caſe ſuch an 
Attempt ſhould be made by WooD, or any 
other Ferſon. 
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(Very proper to be kept in every Family.) 
By A. B. DRA PI E R. 
Written in the Vear 1724. 
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About the year 1722, when Charles duke of 
Grafton was lord lieutenant of Ireland, cue 
William Wood, an hard-ware-man and a 
bankrupt, alledging the great want cop- 
per money in that kingdom, procured a pa- 
tent for coining 108,000. topaſs there as cur- 
rent money. The dean, believing this meaſure 
to be a wile job from the beginning to the end, 
and that the chief pracurers of the patent 
were to be ſharers in the profils which 
would ariſe from the ruin of a kingdom, 
aſſumed the character of a Draper, which 

tor ſome reaſon he choſe to aurite Drapier ; 
and in the following LETTERS warned the 
people not to receive the coin which was then 

e ut Der. 
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„ 
TO THE 


Tradeſmen, Shopkeepers, Farmers, and 
Country-People in General 


OF THE 
KINGDOM or IRE LAND. 


Brethren, Friends, Countrymen, and Feilgay« 
Subjetts, 


WHAT I intend now to ſay to you, is, 
next to your duty to God, and the care 

of your falvaiion, of the greateſt concern to 
yourſelves and your childrenz your bread 
and cloathing, and every common neceſſary of 
life, entirely depend upon it. Therefore I do 
moſt earneſtly exhort you, as men, as chriſti- 
ans, as parents, and as lowers of your country, 
to read this paper with the utmoſt attention, 
or get it read to you by others; which, that 
you may do :t the leſs expence, I have or- 
dered the printer to {ell it at the loweſt rate. 
It is a great fault among you, that, when 

a perſon writes with no other intention than 
to do you goed, you will not be at the pains to 
read bis advices. One copy of this paper 
may ſerve a dozen of you, which will be leſs 
than a farthing a-piece. It is your feu, 
that 
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that you have no common or general intereſt 
in your view, not even the wiſe among; you; 
neither do you know, or enquire, or care, 
ho are your friends, or who are, your cne— 
mies. 

About four years ago, a little book was 
written to adviſe all people to wear the manu- 
FJatuvres of this our on dear [0] country. It 
had no other deſign, ſaid nothing againſt the 
king or parliament, or any perſon whatlvever ; 
vet the poor prenter was proſecuted two years 
with the utmoſt violence, and even ſome 
evenvers themielves (for whoſe fake it was 
written) being upon the JURY, found him 
guilty, This wou.d be enough to diſcourage 
any man from enlezvouring to do you good, 
when you will either neglect him, or fly in 
his face for his pains 3 224d when he muſt ex- 
pet only danger to himjel/, and to be fined 
and impriſoned, perhaps to his ruin. 

However, I cannot but warn you once 
more of the manifeſt def ruction before your 
eyes, if you do not behave yourſeives as you 
ought. 

I will therefore firſt tell you the plain Nory 
of the fact; and then I will lay before you 
how you ought to act, in common prudence, 
according to the laws of your cnuntry. 

The fa# is this: It having been many 
years ſince COPPER HALF-PENCE or FAR- 


THINGS were Jaſt ccined in this kingdom, 


they have been, for ſome time, very ſcarce, 


Le! A propoſal for the uſe of Iriſh b 5 
an 
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and many counterfeits paſſed about under the 
name of raps: ſeveral applications were made 
to England, that we might have liberty to 
coin new ones, as in former times we did: 
but they did not ſucceed, At laſt one Mr. 
Woop, a mean ordiuery man, à hard avare- 
dealer, procured a patent under his majeſly's 
broad ſcal to coin 108,000). in copper for this 
kingdom ; which patent, however, did not 
oblige any one here to take them, unlcis they 
pleaſeg. Now you mult know, that the halſ- 
2 and farthingt in Engiond paſs for very 
ittle more than they arc worth : and, if you 
ſhouid beat them to pieces, and fell them to 
the bro2zicr, you would not loſe much above 
a penny in a ſhilling. But Mr. Weed made 
his half-pence of ſuch baſe-mcial, and fo 
much imaller than the Eugliſb ones, that the 
brazter would hardly give you above a penny 
of good money for a ſhilling of his; ſo that 
this ſum of 108,00. in good gold and ſilver 
muſt be given for traſh, that will not be 
worth above eight or nine thouſand pounds real 
value, But this is not the worſt; for Mr. 
Wood, when he pleaſes, may, by ſtcalth, ſend 
over another 108, oool. any buy all our goods 
for eleven paris in twelwe under the value. 
For example, if a hatter ſells a dozen of hats 
for five-/5i//1;ns a-piece, which amounts to 
three pounds, and receives the payment in 
Wood's coin, he really receives only the value 

of five jhillings, 
Perhaps, you will wonder how ſuch an or- 
dinary fellow, as this Mr, Wood, gun 
ave 
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have ſo much intereſt as to get his MAJESTY'S 
broad ſeal for ſo great a ſum of bad _ 
to be ſent to this poor country; and that all 
the obzlity and gentry here could not obtain 
the ſame favour, and let us make our own 
half-pence as we uſed to do. Now I will 
make that matter very plain; we are at a 
great diſtance from the kin s court, and have 
no body there to ſollicit * us, although a 
great number of /ords and *ſquires, whoſe 
eſtates are here, and are our countrymen, 
ſpend all their {ves and fortunes there: but 
this fame Mr. Wood was able to attend con- 
ſtantly for his own intereſt ; he is an Expliſh- 
man, and had great friends, and it ſeems 
knew very well where to give money to thoſe, 
that would ſpeak to others, that could ſpeak 
to the king, and would tell a fair flory. And 
tis majeſly, and, perhaps, the great lord or 
lords who adviſed him, might think it was 
for our country's good; and lo, as the lawyers 
expreſs it, the Ling was deceived in his grant, 
which often happens in all reigns. Aud I 
am ſure if his majefly knew that ſuch a pa- 
tent, if it ſhould take effect according to the 
deſire of Mr. Wood, would utterly ruin this 
kingdom, which hath given ſuch great proofs 
of its loyalty, he would immediately recall it, 
and, perhaps, ſhew his diſpleaſure to /ame 
body or other : but a word to the wiſe is 
enough. Moſt of you muſt haye heard with 
what anger our honourable houſe of commons 
received an account of this Wood's patent. 
There were ſeveral fine ſpeeches made upon 
it, 
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it, and plain proofs, that it was all a avicke4 
cheat from the bottom to the top ; and ſeveral 


fmart votes were printed, which that fame , 


Wood had the affurance to anſwer likewiſe in 
print; and in ſo confident a way, as if he 
were a better man tian our whole parliament 
put together. 

This Mood, as ſoon as his patent was paſſed, 
or ſoon after, ſends over a great many barrels 
ef thoje halj-pence to Cork, and other ſea- 
port tons, and to get them off, offered an 
hundred pounds in his coin for 18 or 
eighty in ſilver: but the collectors of the king's 
cuſtoms very honeſtly refuſed to take them, 
and ſo did almoſt every body elſe. And ſince 
the parliament hath condemned them, and de- 
fired the ing that they might be ſtopped, all 
the kingdom do abominate them. | : 

But Wood is ſtill working underhand to 
force his half-pence upon us; and, if he can, 
by the help of his friends in England, pre- 
vail ſo far as to get an order, that the com- 
mifioncrs and collectors of the king's money 
ſhall receive them, and that the army is to be 
paid with them; then he thinks bis work thall 
be done. And this is the difficulty you will 
be under in ſuch a caſe; for the common ſol- 
dier, when he goes to the market, or ale- 
touſe, will offer this money; and, if it be 
refuicd, perhaps he will frwagger and Hector, 
and threaten to beat the butcher, or ale-wife, 
or take the goods by force, and throw them 
the bad halif-pence. In this, and the like 
caſes, the fopkeeper, or wiftualler, or any 
other 
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other tradeſman, has no more to do, thun to 
demand ten times the price of his goods, ir 
it is to be paid in Wood's money; for exam- 
ple, twenty pence of that money for a quart 
of ale, and to in all things elſe, and not part 
with his goods till he gets the money. 

For ſuppoſe you go to an ale-houſe with 
that baſe money, and the /andlord gives you a 
quart for four of thoſe half-pence, what mutt 
the victualler do? his brewer will not be 
paid in that coin; or, if the brewer ſhould be 
1uch a fool, the farmers will not take it from 
them for their [p] bere, becauſe they arc 
bound, by their leaſes, to pay their rents in 
good and lawful money of England, which 
this is not, nor of Ireland neither, and the 
*fquire, their landlord, will never be ſo be- 
witched to take ſuch tra/þ for his land; fo 
that it muſt certainly ſtop ſomewhere or other, 
and wherever it ſtops, it is the ſame thing, and 
we are all undone, | 

The common weight of theſe hal/-perce is 
between tour and five to an ounce; ſuppoſe 
five, then three ſhillings and four-pence will 
weigh a pound, and conſequently twenty 
ſhillings will weigh fiz pounds utter aveigbt. 
Now there are many hundred farmers, who 
pay two hundred pounds a yea reat ; here- 
tore when one ct theſe farmers comes with 
his half year's rent, wich is one hundred 
pounds, it will be at leaſt fix hundred pound 
verght, which is three horſes load. 


[2] A fort of barley in Ireland. 
| Ji 
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If a */quire has a mind to come to town to 
buy cloaths, and wine, and ſpices for him- 
ſelf and family, or perhaps, to paſs the win- 
ter here, he muſt bring with him five or fix 
horſes loaden with /acks, as the farmers bring 
their corn; and, when his lady comes in her 
coach to our ſhops, it muſt be followed by a 
car loaded with Mr. Wood's money. And, 
I hope, we ſhall have the grace to take it for 
no more than it is worth. 

They lay ?/quire Conelly [a] hath teen 
thoutand pounds a year: now, if he ſends 
far his rent to town, as it is likely he doth, 
he muſt have two hundred and ſifty hor/zs to 
bring up his halt-year's rent, and two cr 
three great cellars in his houſe for ftowage. 
But what the bankers will do, I cannot tell: 
for I am afiurcd, that ſome great bankers 
keep by them forty thouſand pounds in ready 
caſh to anſwer all payments: which ſum, in 
Mr. Wood's money, would require twelve 
hundred horſes to carry it. 

For my own part, I am already reſolver! 
what to do: I have a pretiy good ſhop of 
Irifh ſtuffs and ie, and, inſtead of taking 
Mr. Wood's bad copper, I intend to truck 
with my neighbours, the butchers, and bak- 
ers and brewers, and the reſt, goods for 
goods ; and the little geld and iwer I have, I 
will keep by me, like my heart's blood, till 
better times, or until I am jult ready to ſtarve, 
and then I will buy Mr. Wood's money, as 


[9] Then ſpeaker of the houſe of commons. 
mx 
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my father did the braſs money in king James's 
time, who could buy ten pounds of it with a 
guinea : and, I hope, to get as much for a 
piſtole, and fo purchaſe bread from thoſe, who 
will be ſuch fools as to ſell it me. 

Theſe half-pence, if they once pals, will 
ſoon be counterfeited, becauſe it may be 
cheaply done, the tuff is fo baſe. The Dutch 
likewiſe will probably do the tame thing, and 
ſend them over to us to pay for our goods 3 
and Mr. Food will never be at reſt, but coin 
on; to that, in ſome years, we ſhall have at 
leaſt five times 108,000). of this lumber. Now 
the current money of this kingdom 1s not 
reckoned to be above four hundred thouſand 
pounds in all; and while there is a /itver ſix- 
pence left, theſe blood-ſuckers will never be 
quiet. 

When once the Kingdom is reduced to ſuch 
a condition, I will tell you what muſt be the 
end : the gentlemen of eflates will all turn off 
their tenauts for want of payments, becauſe, 
as I told you before, the tenants are obliged 
by their leaſes to pay ferling, which is law- 
ful current money of England: then they 
will turn their own farmers, as too many of 
tnem do already; run all into ſheep, where 
they can, Keeping only ſuch other cattle as are 
n.cetlury; then they will be their own men- 
chatte, and fend their vol, and butter, and 
Fides, and linen beyond fea for ready money, 
and Wire, and ſpices, and /ilks, They will 
krop only a few miſerable co7tagers : the far- 
mers malt ve,, or beg, or leave their coun- 
| y; 
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the /hopheepers, in this and every other 
ws, n oe and flarve; for 18 is the 
landed man that maintains the merchant, and 

opteeper, and handicraftſman. 

3 the 7 gee farmer and 
merchant himſelf, all the good money he gets 
from abroad, he will hoard up to ſend for 
England, and keep ſome poor taylor or weaw- 
er, and the like, in his own houſe, who will 
be glad to get bread at any rate. 

I ſhould never have done, if I were to tell 
you all the miſeries that we ſhall undergo, if 
we be ſo Fooliſß and wicked as to take this 
curſed coin. It would be very hard, if all 
Irelaud ſhould be put into ore ſcale, and this 
ſorry fellow Woed into the other, that Mr. 
Wood ſhould weigh down this ge kingdcrr, 
by which Englund gets above a million of 
good money every year clear into their pock- 
ets : and that is more than the Eugliſb do by 
all the world beſides. 

But your great comfort is, that as his ma- 
jeſty's patent doth not oblige you to take 
this money, fo the laws have not given the 
crown a power of forcing the in ed to take 
what money the ling pleaſes ; for then, by the 
ſame reaſon, we might be bound to take peb- 
ble-flenes, or coctle-fhells, or flamped leather, 
for current cm, it ever we ſhould happen t) 
live under an ill przzce, who might likewiſe, 
by the ſame power, make a guzzea paſs for 
ten pounds, a ſhilling for taventy ffillings, and 
ſo on; by which he would, in a ſhort time, 

C get 
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his own hands, and leave us nothing but 
braſs or leather, or what he pleaſed. Nei- 
ther is any thing reckoned more cruel and 
opprefiive in the French government, than their 
common practice of calling in all their mo- 
ney, after they have ſunk it very low, and 
then coining it a- new at a much higher value; 
which, however, is not the thouſandth part 
ſo wicked as this abominable project of Mr. 
Hecd. Fer the French give their ſubjects l- 
ver for ver, and ma for geld; but this 
felloao will not ſo much as give us good braſs 
or copper, tor our gold and ſilver, nor even 
a tweltth part of their worth. 

Having ſaid this much, I will now go on 
to tell you the judgment of ſome great /awy- 
yers in this matter; whom I fee'd on purpoſe 
for your ſakes, and got their opir:icz5s under 
their hands, that I might be ſure I went upon 
good grounds. 

A Jamous law-book, called the Mirrour of 
juſtice, u c of the charters (or laws) 
ordained by our ancient kings, declares the 
law to be as fellows : it wes ordained, that 
uo king of this realm ſhould change or impair 
the m_— or make any other money than f 
gold or ſilver, without the aſſent of all the 
counties; that is, as my lord Coke [5s] ſays, 
without the aſſent of parliament. 

This book 1s very ancient, and of great 
authority for the time in which it was written, 


Lr] Inſt. 576. 
and 
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and with that character is often quoted by 
that great lawyer my lord Cole []. By the 
laws of England, ſeveral metals are divided 
into [awful or true metal, and unlawul or 
falſe metal; the former comprehends ver 
or gold, the latter all baſer metals; that the 
former is only to paſs in payments, appcars 
by an act of parliament [i] made the twen- 
tieth year of Edward the firfl, called, The 
Hatute concerning the paſſmg of pence; winch 
I give you here as I got it tranſlated into 
Engliſh ; for ſome of our [awws, at that time, 
were, as I am told, written in latin: Mo- 
ever in buying or ſelling preſumes to reuſe an 
half penny or farthing of lawful money, bear- 
ing the ſtamp which it ought to have, let him 
be ſeized on as a contemner of the king's ma- 
Ty. and caſt into priſon. 
y this fatute, no perſon is to be reckoned 
a contemner of the kins's majeſly, and for 
that crime to be committed to priſon, but he 
who refuſeth to accept the king's coin made 
of lawful metal; by which, as I obſerved 
before, /ilver and gold only are intended. 
That this is the true conſtruction of the 
att, 7 not only from the plain mean- 
ing of the words, but from my lord Coke's [4] 
obſervation upon it. By this act (ſays he) 
it appears, that no ſubje&t can be forced to 
take in buying, or ſelling, or other payment, 


8 2 Inſt. 576, 7. [e] 2 Inſt. 5779. 
1 2 Inſt. 577, | 
C 2 


any 


r OO tt dS 1 — 


28 THE DRAPIER's LETTERS. 


any money made but of laagſul metal; that 
is, of /ilver or gold. 

The law of England gives the king all 
mines of gold and ider; but not the mines 
of other metals; the reaſon of which prero- 
gative or power, as it is given by my lord 
Coke [x] is, becauſe money can be made of 
gold and filver, but not of other metals. 

Purſuant to this opinion half-pence and 
farthings were anciently made of ver, which 
is evident from the act of parliament of 
Henry the fourth, chap. 4. whereby it is en- 
acted as follows: Item, for the great ſcarcity 
that is at 22 within the realm of Eng- 
land of half-pence ond farthings of filver, it 
is ordained and eftabliſhed, that the third part 
of all the money of ſilver plate, au ſhall 
be brought to the bullion, hall be made into 
half-pence aud farthings. This ſhews, that 

y the words /alf-penny and fartbing of law- 

ul money in that fatute concerning the paſ- 
ſing of pence, is meant a ſmall coin in HaH 
pence and farthings of felver. 

This is further manifeſt from the ſtatute 
of ninth year of Edward the third, chap. 3. 
which enacts, that no fterling half-penny or 
tarthing be molten for to make wejels, or any 
other thing by the goldſmiths, nor others, upon 
the forfetture of the money ſ molten (or 
melted). ? 

By another act in this king's reign, black 
money was not to be current in England. 


x] 2 Inſt. 577. 
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And, by an act made in the eleventh year of 
his reign, chap. 5. galley half-pence were 
not to paſs: what kind of coin theſe were, 
I do not know; but I preſume they were 
made of baſe metal. And theſe acts were 
no new laws, but further declarations of the 
old laws relating to the coin. 

Thus the law ſtands in relation to coin. 
Nor is there any example to the contrary, 
except one in Dawis's reports, who tells us, 
that, in the time of Tyrone's rebellion, queen 
Elizabeth ordered money of mixed metal to 
he coined in the Tower of London, and ſent 
over hither for the payment of the army, 
obliging all people to receive it; and com- 
manding, that all flyer money ſhould be taken 
only as bullion ; that is, for as much as it 
weighed. Dawis tells us ſeveral particulars 
in this matter, too long here to trouble you 
with; and that the privy council of this king- 
dom obliged a merchant in England to re- 
ceive this it money for goods tranſmitted 
hither. | 

But this proceeding is rejected by all the 
beſt lawyers, as contrary to law, the privy 
council here having no ſuch legal power. 
And, beſides, it is to be conſidered, that the 
QUEEN was then under great difficulties by 
a rebellion in this kingdom aſſiſted from Spain; 
and whatever is done, in great exigences and 
dangerous times, ſhould never be an example 
to proceed by in ſeaſons of peace and quiet- 


neſs, 
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I will now, my dear friends, to ſave you 
the trouble, ſet before you in ſhort, what the 
lawv obliges you to do, and what it does not 
oblige you to. | 

Firſt, you are obliged to take all money 
in payments which is coined by the king, 
and is of the Engliſb ſtandard or weight, pro- 
vided it be of gos or ſilver. 

Secondly, yon are not obliged to take any 
moueyv which is net of gold or filver; not 
only the wy org or farthings of England, 
but of any other country. And it is merely 
for convenience, or caſe, that you are con- 
tent io take them; becauſe the cuſtom of 
ccining filver half-pence and farthings hath 
long been left off; I ſuppoſe on account of 
their being ſubject to be loſt, 

Thirdly, much leſs are we obliged to take 
thoſe wile half-pence of that ſame Mood, by 
which you muſt loſe almoit eleven pence in 
every ſhilling. | 

Therefore, my friends, ſtand to it one in 
all: reiuſe this f/zhy traſh. It is no treaſon 
to rebel againſt Mr. Wood. His maje/ty, in 
his patent, chliges no body to take theſe 
halj-pence : our gractous prince hath no ſuch 
ill adviſers about him; or, if he had, yet 
you ſec, the laws have not left it in the king's 

ower to force us to take any coin but what 
13 Jawful, of right ſtandard, geld and ver. 
Therefore you have nothing to fear. 

And let me, in the next place, apply my- 

{lt particularly to you, who are the poorer 


zort of 7radeſmen. Perhaps ycu may think, 


You 
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u will not be ſo great loſers as the rich, 
if theſe half-perce ſhould paſs; becauſe you 
ſeldom ſee any filver, and your cuſtomers 
come to your ſhops or ſt. s with nothing but 
braſs, which you likewiſe find hard to be got. 
But you may take my word, whenever this 
money gains footing among you, you will be 
utterly undone. It you carry theſe half- 
pence to a ſhop tor tobacco, or brandy, or any 
other thing that you want; the ſhopkeeper 
will advance his goods accordingly, or elſe 
he muſt break, and leave the key under the 
door. Do you think I will ſell you a yard of 
ten-periny fluff for twenty of Mr. Wood's 
half pence? No, not under two hundred at 
leaft.; neither will I be at the trouble of count- 
ing, but weigh them in @ lump. I will tell 
you one thing further, that, if Mr. Wood's 
project ſhould take, it would ruin even our 
beggars; for when I give a beggar a half- 
penny, it will quench his thirſt, or goa good 
way to fill his belly; but the twelfth part of 
A 4 oiy will do him no more ſervice, 
than if I ſhould give him three pins out of 
my ſleeve. 

In ſhort, theſe half-pence are like the ac- 
curſed thing, which, as the ſcripture tells us, 
the children of Iſrael were forbidden to touch. 
They will run about [ike the plague, and de- 
firoy every one who lays his hands upon them. 
I have heard ſcholars talk of a man, who 
told the king, that he had invented a way to 
torment people by putting them into a bull of 
braſs with fire under it; but the prince put. 

| the 
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the projedtor firſt into his brazen bull to make 


the experiment. This very much reſembles 


the project of Mr. Wood; and the like of 
this may poſſibly be Mr. Wood's fate; that 
the braſs he contrived to torment this king - 


dom with, may prove his own torment, and 
his deſtruction at laſt, 


N. B. The author of this paper is informed 
by perſons, who have made it their buſi- 
Gnek to be exact in their obſcrvations on 

the true value of theſe ha pence, that 

any perſon may expect to get a quart of 
two-peiiny ale tor thirty-fix of them. 


I defire that all families may keep this paper 
carefully by them to refreſh their memo- 
ries, whenever they ſhall have farther notice 
ef Mr. Wood's halt-pence, or any other the 
like impoſture. 
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= AA LETTER t Mr. HAR DINO 
&. the Priuter. 


UPON OCCASION OF 


A Paragraph in his News-Paper of 
Augu/t the Firſt, 1724. 


RELATING TO 
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Mr. Woop's HALTEN CE. 
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I N your news-letter of the firſt inſtant there 
is a paragraph, dated from London, Fuly | 
25th, relating to Wood's half pence; whereby | 
it is plain, what I foretold in my /etter to the | 
ſhopkeepers, etc. that this vile fellow would | 
never be at reſt; and that the dayger of our | 
ruin approaches nearer; and, therefore the 
kingdom requires new and fre/h warning. 
However, I take this paragraph to be, in a | 
great meaſure, an impoſition upon the pub- | 
ick; at leaſt I hope ſo, becauſe I am in- | 
| 
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formed that Weed is generally his own news- 
; writer; I cannot but obſerve from that para- 
| graph, that this publick enemy of ours, not 
: {atished to ruin us with his tra, takes every 
| occaſion to treat this kingdom with the ut- 
moſt contempt. He repreſents ſeveral of our 
merchants and traders, upon examination be- 

| Fore 
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fore a committee of council, agreeing, that 
there was the utmoſt neceſſity of copper money 
here, before his patent ; ſo that ſeveral gentle- 
men have been forced to tally with their work- 
men, and give them bits of cards ſealed and 
ſubſcribed with their names. What then? 
If a phyſician preſcribe to a patient a dram 
of phyſick, ſhall a raſcal-apothecary cram 
him with a pound, and mix it up with poiſon? 
and is not a landlord's hand and ſeal to his 
own labourers a better ſecurity for five or ten 
ſhillings than Wood's braſs, ten times below 
the real value, can be to the kingdom for an 
hundred and eight thoutand pounds? 

But who are theſe merchants and traders 
Ireland that made this report of the utmoſt 
neceſſity wwe are under for copper money? they 
are only a few betrayers of their country, 
confedcrates with Wood, from whom they are 
to purchaſe a great quantity of his coin, per- 
haps at half the price that we are to take it, 
and vend it among us, to the ruin of the 
publick, and their own private advantages. 
Are not theſe cxcellent witneſſes, upon whoſe 
integrity the fate of the kingdom muſt de- 
pend, evidences in their own cauſe, and 
ſharers in this work of iniquity ? 

If we could have deſerved the liberty of 
caining for ourſelves, as we formerly did, 
and why we have it not, ig every body's won- 
der, as well as mine, ten thouſand pounds 
might have been coined here in Dublin of 
only one fifth below the intrinſick value, and 
this ſum, with the ſtock of half-pence we 


then 
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then had, would have been ſufficient; but 
Wood, by his emiſſaries, enemies to God and 
this kingdom, hath taken care to buy up as 
many of our old gs 6negs as he could; 
and from thence the preſent want of change 
ariſes; to remove which by Mr. Wood's re- 
medy, would be to cure a ſcratch on the fin- 
ger by cutting off the arm. But ſuppoſing 
there were not one farthing of change in the 
whole nation, I will maintain, that five and 
twenty thouſand pounds would be a ſum 
fully ſufficient to anſwer all our occaſions. 
I am no inconſiderable ſhopkeeper in this 
town ; I have diſcourſed with ſeveral of my 
own, and other trades, with many gentle- 
men both of city and country, and alſo with 
great numbers of farmers, cottagers, and la- 
bourers, who all agree, that two ſhillings in 
change for every family would be more than 
— in all dealings. Now, by the largeſt 
computation (even before that grievous diſ- 
couragement of agriculture [y], which hath 
ſo much leſſened our numbers) the ſouls, in 
this kingdom, are computed. to be one mil - 

lion and a half; which, allowing ſix to a ta- 
mily, makes two hundred and fitty thouſand 
families; and, conſequently, two ſhillings to 
each family will amount only to five and 
twenty thouſand pounds; whereas this honef, 
liberal, hard-ware-man, Mood, would im- 
poſe upon us above four times that ſum. 


[o] Perhaps the prohibition from ploughing, fee 
above page 2. 
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Your paragraph relates further, that Sir 
Iſaac Newton reported an aſſay, taken at the 
Tower, of Wood's metal; by which it ap- 
pears, that Wood had, in all reſpects, per- 
formed his contracmt. His contract! with 
whom ? was it with the parliament or people 
of Ireland? are not they to be the purchaſers ? 
but they deteſt, abhor, and reject it as cor- 
rupt, fraudulent, mingled with dirt and traſh, 
Upon which he grows angry, goes to Jaw, 


and will impoſe his goods upon us by force. 


But your news-ictter ſays, than an afſay 
was made of the coin. How impudent and 
inſupportable is this! Wood takes care to coin 
a dozen or two half-pence of good metal, 
ſends them to the Towwer, and they are ap- 
proved, ard theſe muſt anſwer all that he 
hath already coined, or ſhall coin for the fu- 
ture. It is true, indeed, that a gentleman 
often ſends to my ſhop for a pattern of ſtuff; 
I cut it fairly off, and, if he likes it, he 
comes, or ſends, and compares the pattern 
with the whole piece, and, probably, we 
come to a bargain. But, if I were to buy 
an hundred ſheep, and the grazier ſhould 
bring me one ſingle wether fat and well fleeced, 
by way of pattern, and expect the ſame price 
round for the whole hundred, without ſuf- 
fering me to {te them before he was paid, or 
giving me good ſecurity to reſtore my money 
tor thoſe that were lean, or born, or ſcabby, 
I would be none of his cuſtomer, I have 
heard of a man who had a mind to ſell his 
houſe, and theretore carricd a piece of brick 
. 2n 
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in his pocket, which he ſhewed as a patter, 
to encourage purchaſers ; and this is directly 
the caſe in point with Mr. Wood's afay. 

The next part of the paragraph contains 
Mr, Wood's voluntary propoſals for prevent 
ing ary further objections or apprehenſions. 

His firſt propoſal is, That whereas he hath 
already coined ſeventeen thoujand pounds, ana 
has copper prepared to make it up forty thou- 
ſaud pounds, be will he content to coin no more, 
unleſs the EXIGENCES OF TRADE REQUIRE 
iT, althwugh his patent impowers him to coin 
a far greater quautity. 

To which if I were to anſwer, it ſhould 
be thus: let Mr. Wood and his crew of foun- 
ders and tinkers coin on, till there is not an 
old kettle left in the kingdom ; let them coin 
old leather, tobacco-pipe clay, or the dirt in 
the ſtrect, and call their trumpery by what 
nume they pleaſe, from a guinea to a Farthing ; 
we are not under any concern to know how 
he and his tribe of accomplices think fit to 
employ themſelves. But I hope, and truſt, 
that we are all to a man fully determined to 
have nothing to do with him or his ware. 

The king has given him a patent to coin 
half-pence, but hath not obliged us to take 
them; and I have already ſhewn in my letter 
to the ſhopkeepers, etc. that the law hath not 
left it m the power of the prerogative to 
compel the ſubject to take any money, be- 
ſides gold and filver of the right ſterliug and 
ſtandard. 

Voc. X. D Wood 
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aud further propoſes UE underitand him 
right, for his expreſſions are dubious) that 
ke exill not cin above foriy thouſand pounds, 
le, the exigences of trade require it. Firlt, 
I obſerve that this ſum of forty tonſand 
ounds is almoſt double to what 1 proved to 
e tu tficient for the whole kingdom, although 
we had not one of our old halt-pence left, 
Again, I atk, who 18 to be judge, when the 
extgences of trade require it? Without doubt 
he mcans himfeif; for as to us of ak Poor 
kingdom, who mull be utterly ruined if the; 
pre ojcct ſhould ſucceed, We were never nc? 
65 nſulted till the matter was over, and he 
will judge of our exigences by his on; nei— 
ther wil! theſe be ever at an end; til} he and 
his accomplices 3 all think they have enough; 
and it now appcars, that he will not be con- 
tent with all our gold and viiver, but intend; 
to buy up our goods and manufactures wii: 
the ſame coin. 
1 ſhall not enter into examination of the 
rices, for which he now propoles to ſell his 
alf-vence, or what he calls his copper, by 
the pound; I have ſaid enough of it in my 
former letter, and it hath likewiſe been con- 
ſidered by others. It is certain, that, by his 
own firſt computation, we were to pay thre: 
ſhillings for what was intrinſically worth but 
one, although it had been of the true weight 
and ſtandard for which he pretended to have 
contracted 3 but there is fo great a difference 
hoth in weight and badneſs in {ſeveral of his 
coins, that ſeme of them have been nine in 
te 1 
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ten below the intrinſick value, and moſt of 
them {ix or ſeven. 

His laſt propoſal being of a peculiar ſtrain 

and nature, deſerves to be very particularly 
conſidered both on account of the matter and 
the ſtyle. It is as follows: 
_ Laſtly, In confideration of the Gireful ap- 
prehenſions which prevail in Ireland, that 
Mr. Wood will, by ſuch coinage, drain them 
ef their geld and filver; he propoſes to take 
their manufattures in exchange, and that nn 
perſon be obliged to receive more than five- 
pence half-perny at one payment. 

Firſt, obſerve this little impudent bard- 
ahare- man turning into ridicule the direful 
apprebenſions of a whole kingdom, priding 
himſelf as the cauſe of them, and daring to 
preſcribe (what no king of Erpland ever at- 
tempted) how far a whole nation ſhall be ob- 
liged to take his braſs coin. And he has 
reaſon to infult : for ſure there was never an 
example in hiſtory of a great kingdom kept 
in awe for aboye a year, in daily dread of 
utter deſtruction, not by a „ invader 
at the head of twenty thouſand men, not by 
a plague or a famine, not by a tyrannical 
prince (for we never had one more gracious) 
or a corrupt adminiſtration, but by one ſingle, 
diminutive, inſignificant mechanick. 

But to go on: to remove our direful ap- 
prehenfions, that he will drain us of our gold 
and filver by his catnage, this little arbitrary 
mock-monarch moſt graciouſly offers to take 
cur manufattures in exchange. Are our Iriſh 

D 2 under- 


4% THE DRAPIER's LETTERS. 


underſtandings indeed ſo low in his opinion? 
Is not this the very miſery we complain of 
that his curſed project will put us under the 
neceſſity of ſelling our goods for what 1s 
equal to xothing * How would ſuch a pro- 
poſal ſound from France or Spain, or any 
other country with which we traffick, if they 
ſhould offer to deal with us only upon this 
condition, that we ſhould take their money 
at ten times higher than the intrinſick value? 
Does Mr. Wood think, for inſtance, that we 
will fell him a ſtone of wool for a parcel of 
his counters not worth /ix-pence, when we 
can ſend it to England, and receive as many 
ſuillings in gold and ſilver? Surely there was 
never heard ſuch a compound of impudence, 
villainy, and folly. 

His propoſals conclude with perfect high 
treaſon. He promiles, that 20 perſon ſhall be 
obliged to receive more than five-pence half 
feuny of his coin in one payment. By which 
it is plain, that he pretends to oblige every 
ſubject, in this kingdom, to take ſo much in 
every payment, if it be offered; whereas his 
patent ob{;ges no man, nor can the preroga- 
tive by law claim ſuch a power, as I have 
often obſerved; fo that here Mr. Wood takes 
upon him the entire legiſlature, and an abſo- 
lute dominion over the properties of the 
whole nation. 

Good God! who are this wretch's advi- 
ſers? who are his ſupporters, abetters, en- 
couragers, or ſharers * Mr. Wood will oblige 
me to take five-pence half-penny of his braſs 

il 
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in every payment. And I will ſhoot Mrs 
Wood, and his deputies, through the head, 
like Highavaymen or hynſe-breakers, if they 
dare to force one farthing of their coin on 
me in the payment of an hundred pounds. 
It is no loſs of honour to ſubmit to the lion; 
but who, with the figure of a man, can 
think, with patience, of being devoured alive 
by a rat? He has laid a tax, upon the 

zople of Ireland, of ſeventeen ſhillings at 
Fatt in the pound: a tax, I ſay, not only 
upon lands, but intereſt- money, goods, ma- 
nufactures, the hire of handicraftſmen, la- 
bourers, and ſervants. Shopkeepers, lock to 
yourſelves! Wood will oblige and force you 
to take five-pence half-penny of his traſh in 
every payment; and many of Wu receive 
twenty, thirty, forty payments in one day, 
or elſe you can hardly find bread : and pray 
conſider how much that will amount to in a 
year; twenty times five-pence half-penny is 
vine ſnillings and two-pence, which is above 
an hundred and fixty pounds a year, wherein 
you will be loſers of at leaſt one hundred and 
forty pounds by taking your payments in 
his money. If any of you be content to 
deal with Mr. 1/79d on ſuch conditions, they 
may; but for my own particular, let Vis mo- 
ney periſb evith him. If the famous Mr. 
Lambelen rather choſe to go to priſon, than 
Pay a few ſhillings to king Charles the firſt, 
without authority of parliament; I will ra- 
ther chuſe to be hanged, than have all my 
| 3 ſub- 
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ſubſtance taxed at ſeventeen ſhillings in the 
pound at the arbitrary will and pleaſure of 
the venerable Mr. Wood. | 

The paragraph concludes thus: N. B. 
(that is to ſay, nota bene, or mark well) No 
evidence appeared from Ireland, or eljeavhere, 
to prove the miſchiefs complained of, or any 
abuſes whatſoever committed in the execution 
of the jail grant. 

The ipudence of this remark exceeds all 
that went before. Firſt, the houſe of com- 
mons in Ireland, which repreſents the whole 
people of the kingdom, and ſecondly, the 
privy-council, addreſſed his majelty againſt 
theſe halt-pence: what could be done more 
to expre(s the univerſal ſenſe of the nation? 
It his copper were diamonds, and the king - 
dom were entirely againſt it, would not that 
be ſuficient to reject it? Muſt a committee 
of the whole houſe of commons, and our 
whole privy-council, go over to argue pro 
and cox with Mr. Wood? To what end did 
the king give his patent for coining half- 
pence in Ireland? Was it not, becaule it 
was repreſented to his ſacred majeſty, that 
ſuch a coinage would be of advantage to the 
good of this kingdom, and of all his ſub- 
jects here? It is te the patentee's peril, if 
his repreſentation be falſe, and the execution 
of his patent be fraudulent and corrupt. Is 
he ſo wicked and fooliſh to think, that his 
patent was given him to ruin a million and 
a half of people, that he might be a gainer 
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of three or fou ſcore thouſand pounds to him- 
21: Before he was at the charge of paſting 
2 patent, much more of raking up fo much 
filthy droſs, and itamping it with his majeſ- 
ty's image and ſuperſcripiion, ſhould he not 
firſt, in common ſenſe, in common equity, 
and common manners, have conſulted the 
principal party concerned; that is to ſay, the 
people of the kingdom, the houſe of lords, 
or commons, or the privy-council? If any 
foreigner ſhould aſk us, whoſe image and ſu- 
perſcription there is on Wood's coin? we ſhould 
be athamed to tell him, it was Cæſar' s. In 
that great want of copper half-pence which 
he wicdges we were, our city ſet up our 
Cujar's ] ſtatue in excellent copper at an 
expunce that is equal in value to thirty thou- 
ſand pound of his coin; and we will not re- 
ccive his image in wore mctal. 

I obſerve many of our people putting a 
melancholy caſe on this ſubject. It is true, 
ſay they, we are all undone if Wood's halt- 

ence muſt paſs; but what -ſhall we do, if 
Ri majeſty puts cut a proclamation command- 
ing us to take them? This hath often been 
dinned in my cars. Bur I delire my country - 
men to be aſſured, that there is nothing in it. 
The king never iſſues out a proclamation but 
to enjoin what the law perinits, him. He 
will not iſſue out a proclamation aguinſt law; 
or, if tuch a thing ſhoujd happen by a mil- 


[z] An equeſtrian ſtatue of Ceirge 1, at Ffix- 
Siege, Dablin. 
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take, we are no more obliged to obey it than 
to run our heads into the fire. Belides, his 
majeſty will never command us by a procla- 
mation, what he does not offer to command 
us in the patent itſelf. There he leaves it to 
dur diſcretion; ſo that our deſtruction muſt 
be entirely owing to ourſelves. Therefore 
Jet no man be atraid of a proclamation, which 
will never be granted; and if it ſhould, yet, 
upon this occaſion, will be of no force. The 
king's revenues here are near four hundred 
thouſand pounds a year. Can you think his 
miniſters will adviſe him to take them in 
Ned braſs, which will reduce the value to 
fifty thouſand pounds? England gets a mil- 
lion ferling by this nation; which, if this 
project goes on, will be almoſt reduced to 
nothing: and do you think thoſe, who live 
in England upon Jriſb eſtates, will be content 
to take an eighth or tenth part by being paid 
in Wood's drofs ? 

If Word and his confederates were not con- 
vinced of our ſtupidity, they never would 
have attempted ſo audacious an enterprize. 
He now ſees a ſpirit hath been raifed againſt 
him, and he only watches till it begins to flag: 
he goes about evatching when to devour ws, 
He hopes we ſhall be weary of contending 
with him; and at laſt, out of ignorance or 
fear, cr of being perfectly tired with oppoſi- 
tion, we ſhall be forced to yield : and there- 
tore, I confeſs, it is my chief endeavour to 
keep up your ſpirits and reſentments. If I 
tell you there is a precipice under you, Ang 

that, 
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that, if you go forwards, you will certainly 
break your necks ; if I point to it before your 
eycs, mult I be at the trouble of repeating it 
every morning? Are our people's hearts, 
«paxcid groſs ? ave their ears dull of hearing? 
and have they clojed their eyes? I tear there 
are ſome few wipers among us, who, for ten 
or twenty pounds gain, would fell their fouls 
and their country; although at laſt, it ſhould 
end in their own ruin, as well as ours, Be 
not like the de, adder, who refuſeth to hear 
the voice of the charmer, charm he never ſo 
wiſely. 

Although my letter be directed to you, 
Mr. Jlarding, yet I intend it for all my coun- 
trymen. I have no intereſt in this affair, 
but what is common to the publick: I can 
live better than many others: I have ſome 
gold and filver by me, and a ſhop well fur- 
miſhed; and ſhall be able to make a ſhift, 
when many of my betters are ſtarving. But 
I am grieved to ſee the coldneſs and indiffer- 
ence of many people, with whom I diſ- 
courſe. Some are_afraid of a proclamation 
others ſhrug up their ſhoulders, and cry, 
What would you have us to do? Some give 
out, there is no danger at all: others are 
comforted, that it will be a common cala- 
mity, and they ſhall fare no worſe than their 
neighbours. Will a man, who hears mid— 
night rokhers at his door, get out of bed and 
raiſe his family for a common defence; and 
ſhall a whole kingdom lie in a lethargy, while 
Mr. Mod comes, at the head of his confede- 
D 5 rates, 
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rates, to rob them of all they have, to ruin 
us and our polterity for ever? If a highway- 
man meets you on the road, you give him 
your money to ſave your life; but, God be 
thanked, Mr. Vood cannot touch a hair of 
your heads. You have all the laws of God 
and man on your fide: when he or his ac- 
complices offer you his drofs, it is but fay- 
ing No, and you are ſafe. If a mad man 
thould come into my ſhop with a handful of 
dirt raked out of the kennel, and offer it in 
payment for ten yards of ſtuif, I would pity, 
or laugh at him; or, if his behaviour de- 
ſerved 1t, Kick him out of my doors. And 
if Mr. Wood comes to demand my gold and 
ulver, or commoditics for which I have paid 
my gold and filver, in exchange for his 
traſh, can he deſerve or expect better treat- 
ment ? 

When the eai/ day is come (if it muſt 
come) let us mark and oblerve thoſe, who 
preſume to offer theſe half-pence in payment. 
Let th&ir names, and trades, and places of 
abode, be made publick, that every one may 
be aware of them, as betrayers of their coun- 
try, and confederates with Mr. Wood. Let 
them be watched at markets and fairs; and 
let the firſt honeſt diſcoverer give the word 
about, that Mr. Wood's hali-pence have been 
oftered, and caution the poor innocent people 
not to receive them. 

Perhaps I have been too tedious; but 
there would never bs an end, if I attempted 
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to ſay all that this melancholy ſubje&t will 
bear. I will conclude with humbly offering 
one propoſal; which, if it were put into 

actice, would blow up this deſtructive pro- 
ject at once. Let ſome ſkilful, judicious pan 
draw up an adwvertiſement to tne following 
purpole : 

Whereas one William Wood, hard-wware- 
man, now, or lately ſojourning in the city of 
London, hath, by many miſreprenſentations, 
procured a patent for coining an hundred aud 
eight, thouſand pounds in copper half-pence jor 
this kizgdom ; which is à ſum five times greater 
than our occaſions require: And whereas it 
2s notorious, that the ſaid Wood hath cored 
his haif-pence of ſuch baſe metal, and falje 
eveirht, that they are at leaſi jix parts in 
fewen belvau the real value: Aud whereas 
ve have reaſon to apprehend, that the jad 
Wood may, at any time hereafter, claude 
tinely colt as many more half-pence as be 
pleajis: And whereas the ſaid patent neither 
th, nor can oblige his majeſty's jubjecrs 10 
recezwve the jail half-pence in any payment, 
our leaves it to their voluntary choice; be- 
cauſe, by lat, the ſubjzeft canut be ob ige 
to take arty Mz, except gold or hilvir: 2 -/ 
avhereas, contrary ts the letter and me 
of the ſaid patent, the ſaid W Dodd br. 
clared, that every ptrſeu ſball te obline 
take five-peuce Half peu of his com in- 
pazment: and whereas the bouſe vj co 
aud privy-ccuncil, have ſeverulty adit. 
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his moft ſacred majefly, repreſenting the illi 
conſequences which the ſaid coinage may have 
upon this kingdom: And, laſtly, <uhereas it 
is univerſally agreed, that the awhole nation 
to a man (except Mr. Wood, and his confe- 
derates) are in the utmoſt afprebenſions of the 
ruinous conſequences that miſi follow from the 
ſaid coinage ; Therefore we, whoſe names are 
anderwritten, being perſons of conſiderable 
eſtates in this kingdom, and reſiders therein, 
do unanimouſly reſolve and declare, that ave 
evill never receive one farthing or half-penny 
of the ſaid Wood's coining; and that ave will 
direct ail cur tenants to refuſe the ſaid coin 
from any perſon whatſoever ; of which that 
they may not be ignorant, awe have ſent them 
a copy of this advertiſement to be read to them 
by our ſtewards, receivers, etc. 

I could wiſh, that a paper of this nature 
might be drawn up, and ſigned by two or 
three hundred principal gentlemen of this 
kingdom ; and printed copies thereof ſent to 
their ſeveral tenants. I am deceived if any 
thing could ſooner defeat this execrable de- 
ſign of Woed, and his accomplices. This 
would immediately give the alarm, and ſet 
the kingdom on their guard; this would give 
courage to the meaneſt tenant and cottager. 
How long, O Lord, rigbtecus and true, etc. 

I muit tell you in particular, Mr. Hard- 
ing, that you are much to blame. Several 
hundred perſons have enquired at your houſe 
tor my Letter to the hopkeepers, etc. and you 

had 
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had none to fell them. Pray keep yourſelt 
provided with that Letter, and with this: 
you have got very well by the former; but 
I did not then write for your ſake, any more 
than I do now. Pray advertiſe both in every 
news- paper; and let it not be your fault or 
mine, il our countrymen will not take warn- 
ing. I deſire you likewiſe to fell them as 


cheap as you can, 
I am your ſervant, 


M. B. 
Aug. 4, 1724. 
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The Report of the Committee 
OF THE 


Moſt Honourable the Privy Council in 
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Relating to WOOD's HALT-PENCE. 
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NoniLitY and GENTRY of the Kingdom 
of IRELAND. 


H AVING already written two /etters to 

the people of my own level and condi- 
tion, and having now very preſſing occaſion 
for writing a third; I thought I could not 
more properly addreſs it than to your lord/b:ps 
and wor/hips. 

The occaſion is this: a printed paper was 
ſent to me on the 13th inſtant, entitled, A 
report of the committee of the lords of his ma- 
jeſty's moſt honourable privy-council in Eng- 
land, relating to Mr, Wood's half-pence and 
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farthings. There is no mention made where 
the paper was printed ; but I ſuppoſe it to 
have been in Dublin: and I have been told, 
that the copy did not come over in the Ga- 
zette, but in the London journal, or ſome 
other print of no authority or conſequence. 
And, for any thing that legally appears to 
the contrary, it may be a contrivance to fright 
us; or a project of ſome printer, who hath a 
mind to make a penny by publiſhing ſome- 
thing upon a ſubject, which now employs all 
our thoughts in this kingdom. Mr. Wood, in 
publiſhing this paper, would infinuate to the 
world, as if the commuttee had a greater con- 
cern for his credit, and private emolument, 
than for the honour of the priuy- council, and 
both houſes of parliament here, and for the 
quiet and welfare of this whole kingdom; 
tor it ſeems intended as a vindication of Mr. 
Wood, not without ſeveral ſevere reflexions on 
the houſes of lords and commons of Ireland. 
The whole is, indeed, written with the 
turn and air of a pamphlet; as if it were a 
diſpute between Milliam Mood on the one part, 
and the lords juſtices, privy-counctt, and both 
houſes of parkament on the other: the deſign 
of it being to clear William Wood, and to 
charge the other fide with caſting raſh and 
groundleſs aſperſions upon him. | 
But, if it be rgally what the title imports, 
Mr. Wood hath treated the committee with 
great rudeneſs by publiſhing an act of theirs 
in fo unbecoming a manner, without their 
leave, and before it was commupicated to the 
govern» 
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government and priwy-council of Ireland; 
to whom the committee adviſed that it ſhould 


be tranſmitted. But, with all deference be. 


it ſpoken, I do not conceive that a report of 
a committee of the council in England is hi- 
therto a law in either Kingdom; and until any 
point 1s determined to be a law, it remains 
diſputable by every ſubject. | 

This (may it pleaſe your lord/hips and avor- 
ſhips) may ſcem a ſtrange way of diſcourſing 
in an illiterate ſhopkeeper. I have endea- 
vourcd (although without the help of books) 
to improve that ſmall portion of reaſon God 
hath been pleaſed to give me; and when rea- 
fon plainly appears before me, I cannot turn 
away my head from it. Thus, for inſtance, 
it any lawyer ſhould tell me that ſuch a point 
were law, from which many groſs palpable 
abſurdities muſt follow; I would not, I could 
not believe him. If Sir Edward Coke ſhould 
politively aſſert (which he no where does, but 
the direct contrary) that a limited prince, could 
by his prerogatzve, oblige his ſubjcas to take 
half an ounce of lead, ſtamped with his 
image, for twenty ſhillings in gold, I ſhould 
{wear he was decezved, or a deceiver ; be- 
cauſe a power like that would leave the whole 
lives and fortunes of the people entirely at 
the mercy of the monarch ; yet this, in effect, 
is what Wood hath advanced in ſome of his 
papers; and what ſuſpicious people may poſ- 
tibly apprehend from ſome paſſages in that, 
which 1s called The Report, 
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That paper mentions ſuch perſons lo have 
been examined, abo were deſirous and will- 
ing to be heard upon this ſubjeft, J am told 
they were ſour in all: Coleby, B—, Mr. Finley 
the banker, and one more, whoſe name 1 
know not. The firſt of theſe was tricd for 
robbing the treaſury in Ireland: and, though 
he was acquitted for want of legal proof, yet 
every perſon in the court believed him to be 
guilty, | 

But, ſince J have gone ſo far as to mention 


particular perſons, it may be ſome ſatisfac- 


tion to know who is this Wood himſelf, that 
has the honour to have a whole kingdom at 
his mercy for almoſt two years together. I 
find he is in the patent entitled ee, al- 
though he were underſtood to be oviy A.- 
Tware-man; and ſo I have been bold to call 
him in my former letters; however, a ue 
he 1s, not only by virtue of his patent, but 


by having been a collector in Shropfhire ; 


where, pretending to have been robbed, and 
ſuing the county, he was caſt, and, for tlie 
infamy of the fact, loſt his employment. 

I have heard another ſtory of this *ſquire 
Wood from a very honourable lady, that one 
Hamilton told her. Hamilton was ſent for 


fx years ago, by Sir Iſaac Newton, to try 


the coinage of four men, who then ſolicited 
a patent for coining half-pence for Ireland; 
their names were Wood, Coftor, Flliſion, and 
Parker. Parker made the faireſt offer, and 


Wood the worlt ; for his coin were three lialf- 


pence in a pound weight leſs value than the 
bother. 
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other. By which it is plain, with what in- 
tentions he ſolicited his patent; but not to 
plain how he obtained 1t. 

It igalledged, in the ſaid paper called The 
Report, that, upon repeated orders from a 12- 
cretary of ſtate for ſending over ſuch papers 
and witneſſes, as ſhould be thought proper to 
ſupport the objections made againſt the pa- 
tent (by both houſes of parliament) the, 
bord lieutenant repreſented the great difficalty 
he found himfelf in, to comply with theſe or- 
ders : that none of the principal members of 
cs houſes, who avere in the king's ſerwvice, 
or council, awould take upon them ts adwviſe, 
go any material perſon, or papers, might be 
fjent over on this occaſion, etc. And this is 
often repeated, and repreſented as à proceed- 
ing that ſcems very extraordinary, and that 
n a maler, which had raiſed fo great a cla- 
mour in Ireland, u one perſon could be pre- 
dailed upon to come over frem Ireland in ſup- 
port of the united ſenſe of both houſes of par- 
lament in Ireland; eſpecially, that the chief 
difaculty ſhould ariſe jrom a general appreben- 
ſtun of a miſcarriage, in an my before his 
onajcfly, or in à proceeding by due courſe of 
law, in a caſe where both houſes of parliament 
had declared themſelves ſo fully convinced, and 
Satisfied upon evidence, and examinaticis 
taken in the mofi ſolemn manner. 

How thall I, a poor ignorant ſhopkeeper, 
utterly unikilled in law, be able to anſwer ſo 
weighty an objeftion? I will try what _ 
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be done by plain reaſon, unaſiſted by art, 
cunning, or cloquence. 

In my humble opinion, the committee of 
council hath aircady prejudged the whole 
caſe, by calling the united tenſe of both 
houſes of parliament in Ireland an univerſal 
clamour, Here the addreites of the lords and 
commons of Ireland againſt a ruinous, de- 
ſtruchve project of an objerre, fingle under- 
taker, is Called a clamonyr. I detire to know, 
how fuch a ſtyle would. be rcſented in £xg- 
land trom a committee of council there to a 
parliament; and how many zmpeachments 
would follow upon it? But, ſuppoſing the 
appellation to bc proper, I never heard of a 
wiſe miniſter, who deſpifed the univerſal cla- 
mour of a people; and, if that clamour can 
be quieted by diſappointing the fraudulent 
practice of a ſingle perſon, the purchaſe is 
not exorbitant, 

But in anfwer to this objection: firſt it is 
manneſt, that if this coinage had been in 
Ireland, with ſuch limitations as have been 
formerly ſpecified in other patents, and grant- 
ed to perſons of this hingdom, or even of 
England, able to give ſufficient ſecurity, few 
or no inconveniencies could have happencd, 
As to Mr. Knox patent mentioned in the 
report, ſecurity was given into the Exchequer, 
that the patentee ſhould, upon all demands, 
be obliged to receive his halj-pence back, and 
pay gold or filver in exchange for them. And 
Mr. Mocr (to whom I ſuppole that patent was 
made over) was, in 1694, forced to levy 

off 
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off coining before the end of that year, by 
the great crouds of people continually offer- 
ing to return his coinage upon him. In 1698, 
he coined again, and was forced to give over 
tor the ſame reaſon, 1his entirely alters the 
caſe; for there is no ſuch condition in Wood's 
patent; which condition was worth a hun- 
dred times all other limitations whatſoever. 

Put the caſe, that the two houſes of lords 
and commons of England, and the privy-coun- 
cil there, ſhould addreſs his majeſty to recall 
a patent, from whence they apprehended the 
moſt ruinous conſequences to the whole king- 
dom; and, to make it ſtronger, if poſſible, 
that the whole nation, almoſt to a man, 
ſhould thercupon diſcover the moft diſmal ap- 
prehenfions (as Mr. Wood ſtyles them); would 
his majeſty debate half an hour what he had 
to do? would any miniſter dare adviſe him 
againſt recalling ſuch a patent ? or would the 
matter be referred to the priwy-council, or to 
Weſtminfter-hall ; the two houſes of parlia- 
ment plaintiffs, and William Wood defendant? 
and is there even the ſmalleſt difference be- 
tween tne two caſes ? 

Were not the people of Ireland born as 
Free as thoſe of England ? how have they 
forfeited their freedom? is not their parlia- 
ment as fair a repreſentative of the people as 
that of England? and hath not their privy- 
council as great, or a greater ſhare in the 


adminiſtration of publick affairs? are not 


they ſubjects of the ſame king ? does not the 
fame ſun ſhine upon them? and have they 


not 


; 
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not the ſame God for their protector? am J 
a freeman in England, and do I become a 
flawe in ſix hours by crofling the channel? 
No wonder then if the boldeſt perſons were 
cautious to interpoſe in a matter already de- 
termined by the whole voice of the nation; 
or to preſume to reprefent the repreſentatives 
of the kingdom; and were juſtly apprehen- 
five of meeting ſuch a treatment as they would 
deſerve at the next ſeſſion. It would ſeem 
very extraordinary, if an inferiour court in 
England ſhould take a matter out of the 
han«ls of the high court of parliament during 
a prorogation, and decide it againſt the opi- 
nion of both houſes. 

It happens however, that, although no per- 
ſons were ſo bold as to go over as evidences 
to prove the truth of the objections made a- 
gainlt this patent by the big court of par- 
lament here, yet theſe objcctions ſtand goud, 
notwithſtanding the anſwers made by Mr. 
Wood and his council. 

The report ſays, that, fon an aſſay made 
of the fineneſs, weight, and value of this cop- 
per, it exceeded in every article. This is 
poſſible enough in the pieces upon which the 
aſſay was ute of but Wood mult. have failed 
very much in point of dexterity, 1t he had 
not taken care to provide a ſufficient quantity 
of ſuch half-pence as would bear the trial 
which he was well able to do, althougn they 
euere taken out of ſeveral parcels; finc2 it 18 
now plain, that the bials of tavour hath been 
wavlly on his fide, | 

But 
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But what need is there of diſputing, when 
we have a poſitive demonſtration of Wood"; 
fraudulent practices in this point, I have 
ſeen a large quantity of theſe half-pence 
weighed by a very ſkilful perſon, which were 
of tour different kinds, three of them conſi- 
derably under weight. I have now before 
me an exact computation of the difference of 
weight between theſe four ſorts ; by which it 
appears, that the fourth ſort, or the lighteſt, 
differs from the firſt to a degree, that in the 
coinage of three hundred and fixty tons of 
copper the patentze will be a gainer, only by 
that difference, of twenty-four thouſand four 
hundred and ninety-four pounds; and, in 
the whole, the publick will be a loſer of 
eighty-two thouſand one hundred and fixty- 
eight pounds, fixteen ſhillings, even ſuppot- 
ing the metal, in point of goodneſs, to an- 
ſwer Wo:d's contract, and the afſay that hath 
been made, which it infallibly doth not. For 
this point hath likewiſe been enquired into by 
very experienced men; who, upon ſeveral 
trials on many of theſe half-pence, have found 
them to be at leaſt one fourth part below the 
real value, not including the raps or counter- 
feits that he, or his accomplices, have already 
made of hig .0wn coin, and ſcattered about. 
New the coinage of three hundred and ſixty 
tons of copper, coined by the weight of the 
fourth or lighteſt ſort of his half-pence, will 
amount to one hundred twenty-two thouſand 
four hundred eighty-eight pounds, ſixteen 

Dullings; 
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NMillings 3 and, if we ſubtract a fourth part 
of the real value by the baſe mixture in the 
metal, we muſt add to the publick loſs one 
!ourth part to be ſubtracted from the in- 
trinſick valve of the copper; which in three 
hundred and fixty tons amounts to ten thou— 
ſind and eighty pounds ; and this, added to 
the former ſum of eighty-two thouſand one 
hundred ſixty eight pounds, fixteen ſhillings, 
will make in all ninety-two thouſand two 
hundred forty-eight pounds loſs to the pub - 
ek; beſides the raps or counterfeits that he 
may at any time herenfter think fit to coin. 
Nor do I know whether he reckons the dro/s 
excluſive or incluſive with his three hundred 
and fixty tons of copper: which, however, 
will make a conſiderable difference in the ac- 
count. 

You will here pleaſe to obſerve, that the 
profit allowed to Wood, by the patent, is 
twelve pence out of every pound of copper 
vaiucd at 1s. 64, whereas 5d. only is allowed 
tor coinage of a pound weight for the Eug- 
i/h half-pence; and this difference is almoſt 
25 per cent. which is double to the higheſt 
exchange of money, cven under all the ad- 
dlitional preſſures and obſtructions to trade 
that this — kingdom lies at preſent. 


This one circumitance, in the coinage of three 


hundred and ſixty tons of copper, makes a 
difference of twenty-ſeven thouſand ſeven 
hundred and twenty pounds between Engliſh 
and Irifh half-pence, even allowing thoſe of 


Mood to be all of the heavieſt fort, ; 
t 


— — 2 Wu — — — — 


& THE DRAPIER's LET TERS. 


It is likewiſe to be conſidered, that for 
every Hall penny in a pound weight, exceed- 
ing the number directed by the patent, Wood 
will be a gainer, in the coinage of three hun- 
dred and ſixty tons of copper, ſixteen hun— 
dred and cighty pounds profit more than the 
patent allows him; out of which he may 
afford to make his comptrollers eaſy upon that 
article. 

As to what is alledged, that theſe half. 
pence far exceed the like coinage for Ireland 
tn the reigns of his majeſiy's predeceſſors : 
there cannot well be a more exceptionable 
way of arguing, although the fact were true; 
which, however, is altogether miſtaken, not 
by any fault in the committee, but by the 
fraud and impoſition of Wood, who certainly 
produced the worlt patterns he could find; 
ſuch as were coined in ſmall numbers by per- 
miſſion to private men, as butchers, half-pence, 
black-dogs, and others the like; or, perhaps, 
the ſmall St. Patrick's coin, which paſſeth 
now for a farthing, or at beſt ſome of the 
ſmalleſt raps of the lateſt kind. For I have 
now by me Half pence coined, in the year 
1620, by virtue of the patent granted to my 
lord Dartmouth, which was renewed to Knox, 
and they are heavier by a ninth part than thoſe 
of Wood, and of much better metal; and the 
great St. Patrick's half-pence are yet larger 
than either. 

But what is all this to the preſent debate? 
If, under the various ex1gences of former 
times by wars, rebellions, and * 

le 


TE. 61 


the kings of Ezgland were ſometimes forced 
to pay their armies here with nut or baſe 
money; God torbid that tae neceflities of 
turbulent times ſhould be a precedent for 
times of peace, and order, and {utlement. 

In the patent abovemcutioned, granted to 
lord Dartmouth, in the reign of king Charles 
the ſecond, and renewed to Muse, the lecu- 
rities given into the Exchegrer, obliging the 
patentee to receive his money back upon eve— 
ry demand, were an effcctuat remedy againſt 
all inconveniencies: and the ' copper was 
coined in our Kingdom; ſo that we were in no 
danger to purchaſe it with the lots of all our 
ſilver and gold carried over to another, nor 
to be at the trouble of going to England tor 
the redreſling any abuie. 

That the Kings ot Eiglaud have exerciſed 
their prerogative of commy copper for Je- 
land and for Eg laid, is nut the prejent quet- 
tion: but, to ſp-ak in the ityic of the report, 
it would ſeem a litile extraordinary, ſuppol- 
ing a king ſhould think fit to exercoite his pre- 
rogative by coming copper in eα,a to be 
current in EAglaxd, without referring it to 
his officers in that Kingdom to be informed, 
whether the grant were reaſonable, and whes 
ther the people deſired it or na, and without 
regard to the addreſies of his parhament a— 
gainſt it. God forbid, that ſo mean a man 
as I ſhould meddle with the king's preroga- 
tive: but I have heard very wiſe inen ſay, 
that the king's prerggative is bounded and 
lunited by the good and welfare of his pro- 

* pies 
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ple. I defire to know whether it be not un- 
derſtood and avowed, that the good of Tre- 
land was intended by th: 3 patent ? But Je- 
land is not conſulted . alk in tic matter; 
and, as ſoon as Ireland 1: i formed of it, they 
declared againf it: the 406 Abs fes of / 2 


ment and the priuy-cc ums nid ts his majeſ- 
ty upon the miſchiaf 5 | bd ended by ſuch a 
patent; the prigu-ccnci . Higlaud take the 
matter out of the it ts cognizance; 
the good of the Ki: dom is 5 iiropb3 and it 1s 
now determined, ir. Wood ſhall have 
the power of rum a whole nation for 
his private advan! 5 

I never can ſup; ie, that ſuch patents as 
theſe were orig eil granted with a view of 


being a jcbb for the . — of a particular 
perſon to the &:1nage of the publick. What- 
ever profit mut ariſe to the patentee, was 
ſurely meant t beit but as a ſecondary mo- 
tive; and j;nce ſeme body muſt be a gainer, 
the FREIE ct tne perſon was made either by 

favour jomething fe, or by the pretence 
of mer and honey: this argument returns 
ſo often and ſtrongly into my head, that T 
cann ; forvear fre: uen thy repeating it. Surc! 

his roacity, hen he conſented to th e poſting 


of pPaten:, concei ved he was doing an act 
of to lis mon loyal ſabjects of Treland, 
wittiout any reg: we to Mr. Wood, far ther 
| tl 1 25 an iaſirumtus: but the people of Tre- 


/ think tnis eme (intended, no doubt, 
4% their good) to be 2 moſt intolerable griev- 
ance; and therefore Mr. Mood can never ſuc- 

cet d 
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ceed without an open avowal, that his profit 
is preferred, not only before the intereſt, but 


the very ſafety and being of a great kingdom; 


and a kingdom diſtinguiſhed for its loyalty, 
perhaps, above all others upon earth; nor 
turned from its duty by the juriſdifion of the 
houſe of lords abolifhed at a flroke by the hard- 
ſhips of the att of navigation necoly enforced, 
by all poſſible chſtructious in trade, and by a 
hundred other inſtances, enough to fill this 
paper; nor was there ever among us the leaſt 
attempt towards an inſurrection in favour of 
the pretender. "Therefore, whatever jultice a 
free rarer can claim, we have at leaſt an 
equal title to it with our brethren in England; 
and whatever grace a good prince can beſtow 
on the moſt loyal ſubjects, we have reaſon to 
expect it; neither has this kingdom any way 
deſerved to be ſacrifiſed to one /ingle, rapa- 
cious, obſcure, ignominious projector. 

Among other clauſes mentioned in this 
patent to ſhew how advantageous it is to [re- 
land, there is one which ſeems to be of a 
fingutar nature: that the patentee thall be 
obliged, during his term, 1% pay eight hun- 
dred pounds a year to the crown, aud two 
hundred pounds a year to the comptruller. I 
have heard indeed, that the king's council do 
always coniider, in the paſſing of a patent, 
whether it will be of advantage to the crown; 
but I have likewite heard, that it is, at the 
ame time, conſidered, whether the paſſing of it 


may bein urſous to any other pcrions or bo- 


L 2 dies 


— 
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dies politick ? However, although the atisr- 
ney and felicitor be ſervants to the king, and 
therefore bound to conſult his majeſty's in- 
tereſt; yet I am under ſome doubt, whether 
eight hundred pounds a „ear to the crown 
weuld be equivalent to the ruin of a kingdom. 
It would be far better for us to have paid 
eight thouſand pounds a year into his ma- 
jeſty's coffers in the midſt of all. our taxes 
(which in proportion are greater in this King- 
dom than ever they Were in England, even 
during the war) than purchaſe ſuch an addi- 
tion to the revenue at the price of our w{ter 
undone. 

But here it is plain, that fourtcen thouſand 
pounds are to be paid by Weed only as a 
jmoll, circumſtantial charge for the purchaſe 
of his patent: what were his other </7/ible coffs 
J know not, and what were his /atent, is va- 
ricuſly conjectured 3 but he muſt be ſurely a 
man of ſome wonderful merit. Hath he 
ſaved any other kingdom at his own expence, 
to give him a title of re-imburſing himſelf 
by the udien of ours? Hath he diſcover- 
ed the longitude or the uniwerſal medicine? 
No; but he hath found the philo/epher's tone 
after a new manner; by the dchonfeng of copper, 
und reſolving to force it upon us for gold. 

When the .two houſes repretented to his 
majeſty, that this patent to Wood avas ob- 
taired in a clandeſtine manner, ſurely the 
committee could not think the parhament 
would inſinuate that it had not paſſed in the 
common forms, and run through every ſ office 

|: where 
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where fees and perquiſites were due. They 
knew very well, that perſons in places were 
no enemies to grants; and that the officers 
of the crown could not be kept in the dark. 
Bur the late [a] lord licutenant of Ireland 
afhrmed, it was a ſecret to him; and who 
ill doubt of his veracity, elpecially when 
lie {wore to a perſon of quality, from whom 
L had it, that Ire/and ſhould never be trou- 
bled with theſe, half-pence? It was a ſecret to 
the people of Irzland, who were to be the 
only ſufferers ; and thoſe who beſt know the 
ſtate of the kingdom, and were moſt able to 
adviſe in ſuch an affair, were wholly ſtrang- 
ers to it. ; 

It is allowed by the report, that this patent 
was paſſed without the knowledge of the chief 
governor, or officers of Ireland: and it is 
there elaborately ſhewn, that former patents 
have paſſed in the ſame manner, and are good 
in law. I ſhall not diſpute the legality of 
patents, but am ready to ſuppoſe it in his 
majeſty's power to grant a patent for _—_ 
ing round bits of copper to every ſubject he 
hath. Therefore, to lay aſide the point of 
law, I would onlv put the queſtion, whether 
in reaſon and j:flice it would not have been 
proper, in an atfair upon which the welfare 
of the kingdom depends, that the ſaid kingdom 
ſtould have received timely notice; and the 
matter not be carried on between the patentee 
and the officers of the crown, who were to be 
ne only gainers by it. 

Fr] Didte of Cin. 
2 by The 
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The farliament, who in matters of this 
nature are the moſt able and faithful coun- 
ſellors, did repreſent thts grant to be deflirudt- 
ive of trade, and dangerous to the properties 
of the people: to which the only anſwer is, 
that the ling hath a prerogative to make ſuch 
& grant, 

It is aſſerted, that, in the patent to Knox, 
his half-pence avere made aud declared the 
current coin of the liugdm; whereas, in this 
to Word there is only a power given to iſſue 
them 10 0 asg will receive them. The au- 
thors of the ret ort, I think, do not affirm, 
that the king can, by law, declare any thing 
to be current money by his letters patents. I 
dare fay they will not affirm it; and if Knox's 

atent contained in it powers contrary to 
. why is it mentioned as a precedent in 

is majeſty's juſt and mercgul reigu? But 
although that clauſe be not in Ned patent, 
yet poſſibly there are others, the legality 
whereof may be equally doubted, and par- 
ticularly that, whereby a power is given 10 
William Wocd to break into houſes in ſearch 
of any coin made in imitatien of his. "This 
may, perhaps, be affirmed to be illegal and 
dangerous to the liberty of the ſubject ; yet 
this is a frecedent taken from Knox's patent, 
where the ſame power is granted; and is a 

rong inſtance, what uſes may be ſometimes 
made of precedents. 

But altheugh, before the paſſing of this 
patent, it was not thought neceſlary to con- 
ſult any perſons cf this kingdom, or make 

| 5 be 
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the leaſt enquiry, whether copper money were 
wanting among us; yet now at length, when 
the matter is over, when the patent hath long; 
paſſed, when Mood hath already coined ſe- 
venteen thouſand pounds, and hath his tools 
and implements prepared to coin fix times 
as much more, the committee hath been 
pleaſed to make this affair the ſubject of en- 

uiry 3 Wood is permitted to produce his evi- 
; pan By which conſiſt, as I have already ob- 
ſerved, of tour in number, whereof Colely, 
B—, and Mr. Finley the banker are three. 
And theſe were to prove, that copper money 
was extremely wanted in Ireland, The firit 
had been out of the kingdom almoſt twenty 
years, from the time that he was tried for 
robbing the treaſury; and therefore his know- 
ledge and cred:bility are equal. Mr. Finley, 
one of the other witneſſes, honeſtly confeſſed, 
that he was ignorant whether Ireland wanted 
copper money or no; but his whole intention 
was to buy a certain quantity from Vd at 
a large diſcount, and fell them as well as he 
could; by which he hoped to get two or 
three thouſand pounds for himſelf, 

But ſuppole there were not one ſingle half- 
penny Ef copper coin in this whole kingdom, 
(which Mr. Wood ſeems to intend, unleſs we 
come to his terms, as appears by employing 
his emiſſaries to buy up our old ones at a 
penny in the thilling more than they paſs for) 
it could not be any real evil to us, although 
it might be ſome incondenience. We have 
many ſorts of imall ſilver coins, to which 


they 
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they are ſtrangers in England; ſuch as the 
French three-per.ces, four-pence half-pennics, 
and * farthings, the Scotch five- 
pences and ten-pences, beſides their taventy- 
pences and three and 1 by which 
we are able to make change to a half- penny 
of almoſt any piece of gold or ſilver; and, it 
we are driven to the expedient of a ſealed card, 
with the little gold and ſilver ſtill remaining, 
it will, I ſuppoſe, be ſomewhat better than 
to have nothing left but Weoed's adulterated 
copper, which he 1s neither obliged by his pa- 
tent, nor HITHERTO able by his ate, te 
make good. | 

The report farther tells us, it muſt be ad- 
mitted, that letters patents, under the great 
ſeal of Great Britain, for coiniug copper-mo- 
ney fer Ireland are legal and obligatory, a juft 
and reaſonable enerciſe of his majeſty's royal 
prerogative, and in no manner derogatory or 
mun/ive of any liberty or privilege of his 
ſubjefs of Ireland. Firſt, we deſire to know, 
why his majeſty's prerogattve might not 
have been as well aſſerted by paſling this 
patent in Ireland, and ſubjecting the - ſeveral 
conditions of the contract to the inſpection of 
thoſe who are only concerned, as was for- 
merly done in the only precedents for patents 
granted for coining in this kingdom, ſince 
the mixt money in queen Elizabeth's time 
during the difficulties of a rebellion : where- 
zs now, upon the greateſt impoſition that 
can poſſibly be practiſed, we muſt go to E- 


land 
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land with our complaints; where it hath 
been, for ſome time, the faſhion to think, 
and to affirm, that we cannot be too hardly 
uſed. Again, the report ſays, that ſuch pa- 
tents are obligatory. After long thinking, I 
am not able to fin ont, what can poſlibly be 
meant here by this word eb{zgatory. The pa- 
tent of Wood neither obligeth him to utter his 
coin, nor us to take it; or, if it did the lat- 
ter, it would be ſo far void, becauſe no pa- 
tent can oblige the ſubject againſt law; unleſs 
an illegal patent paſſed in oxe kingdom, can 
bind another, and not itſelf. 

Laſtly, it is added, that ſuch patents are 
in no manner deroratory, or invoſive of any 
liberty or privilege of the king's ſubjeTs of 
Ireland. If this propoſition be tive, as it is 
here laid down, without any limite ion either 
expreſſed or implied, it muſt follow, that a 
king of England may, at any time, coin cop- 
per money for Ireland, and oblige his fub- 
jects here to take a piece of copper under the 
value of half a farthing for half a crown, as 
was practiſed by the late king James; and 
even without that arbitrary prince excuſe 
from the neceſſity and exigences of s af- 
fairs. If this be in ro manner derogatory, 
nor invaſive of any liberties or privileges of 
the ſubjetts of Ireland, it ought to have been 
expreſied what our liberties and privileges are, 
and whether we have any at al} ; for in ſpe- 
cifying the word Ireland, inſtead of ſaying 
his majeſiy's ſubjefs, it would ſeem to inſi- 
nuate, that we are not upon the ſame _ 

| | wit! 
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with our fellow ſubjects in England; which, 
however the practice may have been, I hope 
will never be directly aſſerted; for I do not 
underſtand that Poinzag's act deprived us of 
our 2 but only changed the manner of 
paſſing laws here (which however was a 
power moſt inchrectly obtained) by leaving 
the negative to the two houſes of parliament. 
But, waving all controverſies relating to the 
legiſlature, no perſon, I believe, was ever 
yet ſo bold as to affirm, that the people of 
Ireland have not the ſame title to the benefits 
of the common law with the reſt of his ma- 
jeſty's ſubjects; and therefore, whatever li- 
bertics or privileges the people of England 
enjoy by common law, we of Ireland have 
the ſame; ſo that, in my humble opinion, 
the word Ireland ſtanding in that propoſition 
was, in the mildeſt interpretation, a lapſe of 
the pen. 

The report farther aſſerts, that the prece- 
dents are many, wherein caſes of great im- 
fortance to Ireland, and which immediately 
afetted the intereſts of that kingdom, ſuch as 
ewarrants, orders, and direftions by the au- 
thority of the king and his predeceſſors, have 
been iſſued under the royal fign manual with- 
out any previous reference or advice of his 
majeſfly's officers of Ireland, which have al- 
ways had their due force, and have been 
2 complied with, and obeyed. It may 

e ſo, and I am heartily ſorry for it; be- 
cauſe it may prove an eternal ſource of diſ- 
content. However, among all theſe prece- 
dents, 
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deute, there is not one of a patent for coining 
money for Ireland. 


There is nothing hath perplexed me more 


than this doctrine of precedents. If a jobb 


is to be done, and _ ſearching records 
you find it hath been done before, there will 
not want a lawyer to juſtify the legality of 
it by producing his precedents; without ever 
conſidering the motives and circumſtances 
that firſt introduced them; the neceſſity, or 
turbulence, or. iniquity of times; the cor- 
ruptions of miniſters, or the arbitrary diſpo- 
ſition of the prince then reigning. And I 
have been told, by perſons eminent in the 
law, that the worſt actions, which human 
nature is capable of, may be juſtified by the 
ſame doctrine. How the firſt precedents be- 
gan of determining caſes of the higheſt im- 

rtance to Ireland, and immediately affect- 
ing 1ts intereits, without any previous refer- 
ence or adviſe to the king's officers here, 
may ſoon be accounted for. Before this 
kingdom was entirely reduced by the ſub- 
miſſion of Tyrone in the laſt year of queen 
Elizabeth's reign, there was a period of four 
hundred years, which was a various ſcene of 
war and peace between the Englih pale and 
the Iriſb natives; and the government of that 
part of this iſland, which lay in the Exgliſb 


hands, was, in many things, under the im- 


mediate adminiſtration of the king: filver 
and copper were often coined here among us; 


and once at leaſt, upon great necellity, a 


mixt or baſe metal was ſent from England. 
The 
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The reign of king James I, was employed 
in ſettling the kingdom after Tyrone's rebel- 
lion; and this nation flouriſhed extrremely 
till the time of the maſſacre, 1641. In that 
difficult juncture of affairs, the nobility and 
2 coined their own plate here in Dub- . 


in. 
By all that I can diſcover, the copper 


coin of Ireland, for three hundred years paſt, 
conſiſted of ſmall pence and half-pence ; 
which particular men had licence to coin, 
and were current only within certain towns 
and diſtricts, according to the perſonal credit 
of the owner who uttered them, and was 
bound to receive them again ; whereof I have 
ſeen many ſorts ; neither have I heard of any 
patent granted for coining copper for Irelaud, 
till the reign of king Charles the ſecond, 
which was in the year 1680, to George Leg 
lord Dartmouth ; and renewed by king James 
the ſccond, in the firſt year of his reign 
(16085) to Join Knox. Both patents were 
paſſed in Ireland; and, in both, the paten- 
tees were bound to receive their coin again 
from any that would offer them twenty thil- 
lings of it, for wich they were obliged to 

pay gold or ſilver. | 
The patents both of lord Dartmouth and 
Knox were referred to the attorney-general 
here, and a report made accordingly; and 
both, as I have already ſaid, were paſſed in 
this kingdom. Knox had only a patent for 
the remainder of the term granted to lord 
Dartmouth; the patent expired in 1701, and, 
3 upon 
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upon a petition by Roger Moor, to have it 
renewed, the matter was referred hither 
and, upon the report of the attorney and 
ſolicitor, that it was not for his majeſty's 
{ervice, or the intereſt of the nation to haye 
it renewed, it was rejected by king William. 
It ſhould therefore ſeem very extraordinary, 
that a patent for coining copper half pence, 
intended and profeſſed for the good of the 
kingdom, ſhould be paſſed without once con- 
ſulting that kingdom, for the good of which 
it is declared to be intended ; and this upon 
the application of a poor, private, obſcure 


mechanick ; and a patent of ſuch a nature, 


that, as ſoon as ever the kingdom is informed 
of its being paſſed, they cry out unanimouſly 
againſt it as r27inous and deſirudtive. The 
repreſentatives of the nation in parliament, 
and the privy-council, addreſs the king to 
have it recalled ; yet the patentee, ſuch a one 
as I have deſcribed, ſhall prevail to have this 
patent approved; and his private intereſt ſhall 
weigh down the application of a whole king- 
dom. St. Paul ſays, Al things are lawful, 
but all things are not expedient. We are an- 
ſwered, that this patent is /awyfal: but is it 
expedient? We read; that the high prieſt 
ſaid, It vas expedient that one man ſbould 
die for the people ; and this was a moſt wicked 
propoſition ; but that a whole nation /bould 
” for one man, was never heard of be- 
ore. 


But becauſe much weiglit is laid on the 


precedents of other patents for coining copper 
Vor. X. F * po 
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for Ir:land, I will ſet this matter in as clear 
a light as I can. Whoever hath read the re. 
port, will be apt to think, that a dozen pre- 
cedents at leaſt could be produced of copper 
coined for Ireland by virtue of patents pailed 
in England; and that the coinage was there 
too; whereas I am confident, there cannot 
be one precedent ſhewn of a patent paſſed in 
England for coining copper tor Ireland for 
above an hundred years paſt; and if there 
were any before, it muſt be in times of con- 
fuſion. The only patents I could ever hear 
of, are thoſe already mentioned to lord Dart- 
mouth and Knox, the former in 1680, and 
the latter in 1685. Now let us compare theſe 
patents with that granted to Wood. Firſt, 
the patent to Kyox, which was under the 
ſame conditions as that granted to lord Dart- 
mouth, was paſſed in Ireland; the govern- 
ment and the atiorzey and ſolicitor general 
making report, that it would be uleful to 
this kingdom. 

The patent was paſſed with the advice of 
the king's council here; the patentee was ob- 
liged to receive his coin from thoſe who 
thought themſelves ſurcharged, and to give 
gold and iwer for it. Laſtly, the patentes 
was to pay only 164. 13s. 4d. per annum to 
the crown. Then, as to the execution of 


that patent; firſt, I find the half-pence were 


milled, which, as it is of great uſe to pre- 
vent counterfeits (and therefore induſtriouſly 
avoided by vod) fo it was an addition to the 
.charge of coinage. And as for the weight 

and 
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and goodneſs of the metal, I have ſeveral 
balf-pence row by me, many of which weigh 
a ninth part more than thoſe coined by Wood; 
and bear the fire and hammer a great deal 
better, and, which is no trifle, the impreſſion 
is fairer and deeper. I grant indeed, that 
many of the latter coinage yield in weight 
to ſome of Wood's by a fraud natural to 
ſach patentecs; but not ſo inunediately after 
the grant, and before the coin grew current 
for in this circumſtance ir. Wood muſt ſerve 
for a precedent in ſuture time-. 

Let us now examine tus e patent granted 
to William Wood. It paſſed upon very falſe 
ſuggettions of his own, and of a few confe- 
derates: it paſ. d in England without the 
leaſt reference hither; it paſſed unknown to 
the very lord lieutenant, then in Eagland. 
Mood is impowered to coin one hundred and 
eight thouſand pounds, and all the officers in 
the Kingdom (civil and military) are command- 
el, in the report, to countenance and aſſiſt 
him. Knox had only power to utter what he 
would take, and was obliged to receive his 
coin back again at our demand, and to enter 


into ſecurity for ſo doing. Wood's half- pence 


are not ud, and therefore more eaſily coun - 
ter feited by himſelf, as well as by others. 
Wood pays a thoutand pounds per annum for 
fourteen years; Knox paid only ſixteen pounds 
thirteen ſhillings and four-pence per annum 

for twenty-one ycars. 
It was the report, that ſet me the example 
of making a compariſon between thoſe two 
2 patents, 
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atents, wherein the committee was pgrofly 
miſled by the falſe repreſentation of Villiam 
Mood; as it was by another affertion, that 
ſeven hundred tons of copper were coined 
during the twenty-one years of lord Dart- 
mouth's and Knox's patents. Such a quan- 
tity of copper, at the rate of two ſhillings 
and eight-pence per pound, would amount to 
about an hundred and ninety thouſand pounds; 
which was very near as much as the current 


* caſh of the kingdom in thoſe days; yet dur- 


ing that period, Ireland was never known ta 
have too much copper coinz and for feveral 
years there was no coining at all: beſides, I 
am aſſured, that, upon enquiring in the cuſ- 
tom-houſe-books, all the copper imported in- 
to this kingdom from 1683 to 1692, which 
includes eight years of the twenty-one (be- 
ſides one year allowed for the troubles) did 
not exceed forty-ſeven tons. And we can- 
not ſuppoſe even that ſmall quantity to have 
been whclly applied to coinage: ſo that I 
believe there was never any compariſon more 
unluckily made, or ſo deſtructive of the de- 

fgn for which it was produced. | 
The ſalmiſt reckons it an effect of God's 
anger, when he ſelleth his people for nought, 
ard taketh no money for them. That we have 
greatly offended God by the wickedneſs of 
our lives, 1s not to be diſputed: but our 
king we have not offended in word or deed ; 
and although he be God's vicegerent upon 
earth, he will not puniſh us for any offences, 
except thoſe we ſhall commit againſt his legal 
autho- 
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authority, his ſacred perſon (which God pre- 
ſerve), or the laws of the land. 

The report is very profuſe in arguments, 
that Ireland is in great want of copper mo- 
ney : who were the witneſſes to prove it, hath 
been ſhewn already: but, in the name of 
God, who are to be judges? Does not the 
nation beſt know its own wants ? Both houſes 
of parliament, the privy-council, and the 
whole body of the people, declare the 

contrary. Or, let the wants be what they 
will, we defire they may not be ſupplied by 
Mr. Mood: we know our own wants but too 
well; they are many, and grievaus to be 
borne, but quite of another kind. Let Eng- 
land be ſatisſied; as things go, they will, in 
a ſhort time, have all our gold and ſilver, 
and may keep their adulterate copper at home, 
for we are determined not to purchaſe it with 
our manufactures, which 9:4 hath graciouſly 
offered to accept. Our wants arc not ſo bad 
by an hundredth part as the method he hath 
taken to ſupply them. He hath already tried 
his faculty in New-Ergland; and I hope, 
he will mcet at leaſt with an equal reception 
here; what that was, I leave to publick in- 
telligence. I am ſuppoling a wild caſe; that, 
if there ſhould be any perſon already receiv- 
ing a monſtrous peniion out of this kingdom, 
who was inſtrumental in procuring the pa- 
tent, they have either not well conſulted their 
own intereſts, or Mood muſt put more droſs 


into his copper, and ſtill dinuaiſh its weight.“ 
3 Upon 
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Upon Wood's complaint, that the officers 
of the King's revenue here had alr-2dy given 
orders to all the inferior officers not to re- 
ceive any of his coin; the report fays, that 
this cannot but be looked upon as a wery ex- 
traordinary proceeding, and ' contrary to the 
powers given in the patent. The commitiee 
lay, they cannot adviſe his majeſiy to give di- 
rections to the officers of the revenue here, not 
to receive or utter any of the ſaid coin, as 
hath been deſined in the addreſſes of both houſes ; 
but, on the contrary, they think it both juft 
and reaſonable, that the hing ſhould immediately 
give orders to the commiſſioners of the revenue, 
etc. to revoke all orders, etc. that may have 
been given by them to hinder or obſiruft the 
receiuing the ſaid coin. And accordingly, 
we are told, ſuch orders are arrived. Now 
this was a caſt of Wood's politicks; for his 
information was wholly falſe and groundleſs, 
which he knew very well; and that the com- 
miſſioners of the revenue here were all, ex- 
cept one, ſent us from England, and love 
their employments too well to have taken 
ſuch a ſtep: but Wood was wiſe enough to 
conſider, that ſuch orders of revocation would 
be an open declaration of the crown in his 
favour ; would put the government here un- 
der a difficulty ; wouls make a noiſe, and 
poſſibly create ſome terror in the poor people 
of Ireland. And one great point he hath 
gained, that although any orders of revo- 
cation will be needleſs, yet a new order is to 
be ſent (and, perhaps, is already here) N 

the 
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the commillioners of the revenue, and all 
the king's otficers in Ireland, that Wood's 
half pence be ſufſered and permitted, without 
any let, ſuit, trouble, moleſtation, or dental, of 
any of the king s efnicers or minifiers whatjo- 
ever, to paſs, and be received as current mo- 
ney by ſuch as ſhall-be willing to receive them. 
In this order there 1s no exception; and 
therefore, as far as I can judge, it includes 
all officers, both civil and military, from the 
lord high chancellor to a juſtice of peace, and 
from the general to an ex/igen; ſo that Wood's 
project is not likely to fail for want of mana- 
gers enough. For my own part, as things 
ſtand, I have but little regret to find myſelf 
out of the zumber; and therefore I ſhall con- 
tinue, in all humility, to exhort and warn 
my fellow-ſubjetts never to receive or utter 
this coin, which will reduce the kingdom to 
beggary by much guicker and larger fleps 
than have hitherto been taken. 

But it is needleſs to argue any longer. The 
matter is come to an iſſue. His majeſty, pur- 
ſuant to the law, hath left the field open be- 
tween Wood and the kingdom of Treland. 
Mood hath liberty to offer his coin, and we 
have laab, reafen, liberty, and neceFity to re- 
fuſe it. A Kknaviſh jockey may ride an old 
foundered jade about the market, but none 
are obliged to buy it. I hope the words vo- 
luntary, and willng to receive it, will be un- 
derſtood and applied in their true natural 
meaning, as commonly undenffocd by prote- 

| F 4 Aants. 


80 THE DRAPIER's LETTERS. 


flants. For if a fierce captain comes to my 
ſhop to buy ſix yards of ſcarlet cloth, fol- 
lowed by a porter laden with a ſack of Wood's 
coin upon his ſhoulders; if we are agrecd 
about the price, and my ſcarlet lies ready out 
upon the counter; if he then gives me the 
word of command to receive my money in 
Wood's coin, and calls me a diſaffefted, jaco- 
bite dog, for refuſing it (although I am as 
loyal a ſubject as himſelf, and without hire) 
and thereupon ſeizes my cloth, leaving me 
the price in this odious copper, and bids me 
take my remedy: in this caſe I ſhall hardly 
be brought to think, that I am left to my own 
ew;ll, I ſhall therefore, on ſuch occaſions, 
firſt order the porter aforeſaid to go off with 
his pack; and then ſee the money in /ikver 
and gold in my poſleſſion, before I cut or mea- 
fure my cloth. But if a common ſoldier drinks 
his pot firſt, and then offers payment in Wood's 
holf-pence, the landlady may be under ſome 
difficulty; for if ſhe complains to his captain 
or enſien, they are likewiſe officers included 
in this general order for encouraging theſe 
balf-pence to paſs as current money. If ſhe 
goes to a juſtice of peace, he is alto an officer, 


to whom this general order is directed. I do 


therefore adviſe her to follow my practice, 
which I have already begun, and be paid for 
her goods before ſhe parts with them. How- 
ever, I ſhould have been content for ſome 
reaſons, that the military gentlemen had been 


excepted by name; becauſe I have heard it 
Kan, 
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ſaid, that their diſcipline is beſt confined with. 
in their own diſtrict, 

His majeſty, in the concluſion of his an- 
{wer to the addreſs of the houſe of lords 
againſt Y/ood's coin, is pleated to ſay, that h- 
will do : Very thing in his power to the ſatiſ- 
action of his people. It ſhould ſeem there- 
fore, that the recalling the patent is not to 
be underſtood as a thing i his power. But 
however, ſince the law doth not obiig2 us to 
receive this coin, and, conſequently, the pa- 
tent leaves it to our voluntary choice, there 
is nothing remaining to preſerve us from ruin, 
but that the whole kingdom ſhould continue 
in a firm, determinate reſolution never to fe- 
ceive or utter this fatal coin. After which, 
let the officers, to whom theſe orders are di- 
reed (I would willingly except the military) 
come with their exhortations, their arguments, 
and their eloquence, to perſuade us to find 
our intereſt in our undoing. Let Weed and 
his accompiices travel about the country with 
cart las of their ware, and fee who will 
take it off their hands; there will be no fear 
of his being robbed; for a h:ghawayman would 
ſcorn to touch it. 

I am only in pain how the commiſſioners of 
the revenue will proceed in this junRure z 
becauſe, I am told, they are obliged, by act 
of pariiament, to take nothing but gold and 
filkver in payment for his majeſty's cuſtoms : 
and, I think, they cannot juſtly offer this 
coinage of Mr. Woed to others, unleſs they 
will be content to receive it themſelves. 


F 5 | The 
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The ſum of the whole is this: The com- 
mittee adwviſes the king to ſend immediate or- 
ders to all his officers here, that Wood's coin 
be ſuffered and permitted, without any let, ſuit, 
trouble, etc. to paſs, and to be received as 
current money by ſuch as ſhall be willing to 
receive the ſame. It is probable, that the 
firſt willing receivers may be thoſe, who muſt 
receive it whether they will or no, at leaſt un- 
der the penalty of loſing an office. But the 
landed undepending men, the merchants, the 
Shopkeepers, and bulk of the people, I hope, 
and am almoſt confident, will never receive 
it. What muſt the conſequence be? The 
owners will ſell it for as much as they can 
et. Wood's half-pence will come to be of- 
tered for ſix a penny (yet. then he will be a 
ſufficient par A and the xeceſſary receivers 
will be loſers of two thirds in their ſalaries 


or poy- 

This puts me in mind of a paſſage I was 
told many years ago in England. At a quar- 
ter- ſeſſion in Leicefter, the juſtices had wiſely 
decreed to take off a half-penny in a quart 
from the wg of ale. One of them, who 
came in after the thing was determined, be- 
ing informed of what had paſſed, ſaid thus: 
Gentlemen, 22 hade made an order, that ale 
ſhould be fold, in our county, for three half- 
pence a quart; I defire you will now make 
another to appoint who muſt drink it ; for by 
GC=—— I will not. 

I muſt beg leave to caution your lordſbip: 
and wwor/bips in one particular. Wood hath 
| * graciouſly 
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gracioufl er to load us, at preſent, 
only with forty thouſand pounds of his coin, 
until the exigencies of the kingdom require the 
refl. I intreat you will ſuffer Mr. Wood to 
be a judge of your exzgencres, While there 
is one piece of ver or gold left in the king- 
dom, he will call it an exigency. He will 
double his preſent quantum, by ſtealth, as: 
ſoon as he can; he will pour his own raps 
and counterfeits upon us; France and Holland 
will do the ſame; nor will our own coiners, 
at home, be behind them : to confirm which, 
I have now, in my pocket, a rap, or coun- 
terfeit half-penny, in imitation of his; but 
fo ill — that, in my conſcience, I 
believe it is not of his coining. 

I muſt now defire your lordſhips and wor- 
ſhips, that you will give great allowance for 
this long undigeſted paper. I find myſelf to 
have gone into ſeveral repetitions, which 
were the effects of haſte, while new thoughts 
fell in to add ſomething to what I had ſaid 
before. I think I may affirm, that I have 
fully anſwered every paragraph in the report; 
which, although it be not unartfully drawn, 
and is perfectly in the ſpirit of a pleader, 
who can find the moſt plauſible topicks in 
behalf of his client, yet there was no great 
{kill required to detect the many miſtakes con- 
tained in it; which however are, by no 
means, to be charged upon the right honour - 
able committee, but upon the moit falſe, im- 
pudent, and fraudulent repreſentations of 
Mcd and his accomplices. I detice one pa- 
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ticular may dwell upon your minds, although 
I have mentioned it more than once; that, 
after all the weight laid upon precedents, 
there is not one produced in the whole report, 
of a patent, for coining copper in England, 
to pals in Ireland; and only two patents re- 
| ferred to (for indeed there were no more) 
'* which were both paſſed in 1rcland, by refer- 
ences to the king's council here, both Jets 
advantageous to the coiner than this of Wood; 
and in both, ſecurities grven to receive the 
coin at every call, and give gold and filver iu 
lieu of it. This demonſtrates the moſt fla- 
grant falſhood and impudence of Wood, by 
which he would endeavour to make the right 
honourable committee his inſtruments (for his 
own illegal and exorbitant gain) to ruin a 
kingdom, which has deſerved quite different 
treatment. b 

I am very ſenſible, that ſuch a work as I 
have undertaken might have worthily em- 

loyed a much better pen: but when a houſe 
is attempted to be robbed, it often happens 
that the weakeſt in the family runs firſt to 
ſtop the door. All the aſſiſtance I had, were 
ſome informations from an eminent per/ſor ; 
whereof I am atraid I have ſpoiled a few by 
endeavouring to make them of a piece with 
my own productions, and the reſt I was not 
able to manage: I was in the caſe of David, 
who could not move in the armour of Saul 
and therefore I rather choſe to attack this 
uncircumciſed Philiſtins (Wood I mean) with 
a ſling 
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# fling and a ſtone. And I may fay, for 


Wood's honour, as well as my own, that he 
reſembles Goliab, in many circumſtances, very 
applicable to the preſent purpoſe : for Golzah 
had a helmet of braſs upon his bead, and he 
was armed with a coat of mail, and the 
weight of the coat was five thouſand ſhekels 
of braſs, and he had greaves of braſs upon 
his legs, and a target of braſs betaveen his 
ſhoulders. In ſhort, he was like Mr. Wood, 
all over braſs, and he defied the armies of the 
liuing God. Geliah's conditions of combat 
were likewiſe the fame with thoſe of Wood : 
if he prevail againft us, then ſhall we be his 
ſervants. But if it happens that I prevail 
over him, I renounce the other part of the 
condition; he ſhall never be a ſervant of 
mine; for I do not think him fit to be truſted 
in any honeſt man's ſhop. 

I will conclude with my humble deſire and 
requeſt, which I made in my ſecond letter, 
that your lordſbips and worſbips would pleaſe 
to order a declaration to be drawn up, ex- 
preſſing, in the ſtrongeſt terms, your reſolu- 
tions never to receive or utter any of V 
half-pence, or farthings ; and forbidding your 
tenants to receive them: that the ſaid decla- 
ration may be ſigned by as many perſons as 
poſſible [5], who have eſtates in this king- 


[3] A declaration, purſuant to this requeſt, was 
figned ſoon after by the moſt conſiderable perſons of 
the kingdom, which was uniyerſally ſpread, and of 
great uſe, 
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dom, and be ſet down to your ſeveral tenants 
aforeſaid. 


And if the dread of Wood's half-pence 
ſhould continue until next quarter-ſefſions, 
which I hope it will not, the gentlemen of 
every country will then have a Fir opportu- 
= of declaring againſt them with unanimity 
and zeal. | 


Jam, with the greateſt reſpect, 
(may it pleaſe your lordſbips and worſhips) 
your moft dutiful and 
Aug. 25, 1724. obedient ſervant, 
M. B. 
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To the whole PeorLE of 
EEE LAN 1 


My dear countrymen, 


AVING already written three LETTERS, 

upon ſo diſagreeable a ſubjet as Mr. 
Wood and his half-pence, T conceived my 
talk was at an end; but I find that cordials 
muſt be frequently applied to weak conſtitu- 
tions, political as well as natural. A people 
long uſed to hardſhips, loſe, by degrees, the 
very notions of liberty; they look upon them- 
ſelves as creatures at mercy ; and that all im- 
poſitions laid on them by a ſtronger hand 
are, in the 2 of the report, . and 
obligatory. Hence proceed that poverty and 
lownefs of ſpirit, to which a kingdom may be 
ſubject, as well as a particular perſon. And 
when £/au came fainting from the field at 
the point to die, it is no wonder that he ſold 
his birth-right for a meſs of pottage. 

T thought I had ſufficiently ſhewn to all 
who could want inſtruction, by what methods 
they might ſafely proceed, whenever this coin 
ſhould be offered to them: and, I believe, 
there hath not been, for many ages, an ex- 

ample 
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ample of any kingdom ſo firmly united in 2 
point of great importance, as this of ours 13, 
at preſent, againſt that deteſtable fraud. But 
however, it ſo happens, that ſome weak peo- 
ple begin to. be alarmed a-new by rumours 
induſtriouſly ſpread. Wood preſcribes to the 
news-mongers, in London, what my are to 
write, In one of their papers publiſhed here 
by ſome obſcure printer (and certainly with 
a bad deſign) we are told, that the papiſis iu 
Ireland have entered into an aſſociation againfi 
bis coin; although it be notoriouſly known, 
that they never once offered to ſtir in the 
matter; ſo that the two houſes of parliament, 
the privy-council, the great numbers of cor- 
porations, the lord-mayor and aldermen of 
Dublin, the grand-juries, and principal gen- 
tlemen of ſeveral counties, are ſtigmatized in 
a lump under the name of papifis. 

This impoſtor and his crew do likewiſe 

ive out, that, by refuſing to receive his droſs 
tor ſterling, we diſpute the king's prerogative, 
are grown ripe. jor rebellion, and ready to 
ale off the dependency- of Ireland awpon the 
crown of England. To countenance which 
reports he hath publiſhed a paragraph, in 
another news paper, to let us knew, that ihe 
lord lieutenant is ordered to come over imme- 
diately to ſettle his half-pence. 

I intreat you, my dear countrymen, not to 
be under the leaſt concern upon theſe, and 
the like rumours, which are no more than 
the laſt howls of a dog diſſected alive, as I 
hope he hath ſufficiently been, Theſe calum- 
nes 
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nies are the only reſerve that is left him. 
For ſurely our continued and (almoſt) unex- 
ampled loyalty will never be called in queſ- 
tion for not ſuffering ourſelves to be robbed 
of all that we have by one obſcure ironmonger. 

As to diſputing the king's prerogative, 
give me leave to explain, to thoſe who are 1g- 
norant, what the meaning of that word, pre- 
rogaliwe, is. 

The kings of theſe realms enjoy ſeveral 
powers, wherein the laws have not interpoſ- 
ed ; ſo they can make war and peace without 
the conſent of parliament, and this 1s a very 
great prerogative: but, if the parliament 
doth not approve of the war, the king mult 
bear the charge of it out of his own purſe ; 
and this is a great check on the crown. 80 
the king hath a prerogative to coin money 
without conſent of parliament ; but he can- 
not compel the ſubject to take that money, 
except it be ſterling, gold or ſilver; becauſe 
herein he is limited by law. Some princes 
have, indeed, extended their prerogative far- 
ther than the law allowed them: wherein, 
however, the lawyers of ſucceeding ages, as 
fond as they are of precedents, have never 
dared to jultify them. But, to ſay the truth, 
it is only of late times, that prerogative hath 
been fixed and aſcertained. For whoever 
reads the hiſtory of England will ſind, that 
ſome former kings, and thoſe none of the 
worlt, have, upon ſeveral occaſions, ventured 
to controul the laws, with very little cerema- 


ny or ſcruple, even later than the days of 
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queen Elizabeth. In her reign, that pernici- 
ous counſel of ſending baſe money hither very 
narrowly failed of loſing the kingdom; be- 
ing complained of by the lord deputy, the 
council, and the whole body of the Enelif 
here : ſo that, ſoon after her death, it was 
recalled by her ſucceſſor, and lawful money 
paid in exchange. 

Having thus given you ſome notion of 
what is meant by the king's prerogative, as 
far as a tradeſman can be thought capable of 
explaining it, I will only add the opinion of 
the great lord Bacon, that, as GOD gowerns 
the world by the ſettled laws of nature, which 
he hath made, and never tranſcends thoſe laws 
but upon high, important cecaſions; ſo, among 
earthly princes, thoſe are the wiſeſt and the 
beft, who govern by the known laws of the 
country, and ſeldomeſt make uſe of their prero- 
gative. 

Now here you may ſee, that the vile accu- 
ſation of Mood and his accomplices, charging 
us with diſputing the king's prerogative by 
refuſing his braſs, can have no place; be- 
cauſe compelling the ſubject to take any coin, 
which is not ſterling, is no part of the king's 
prerogative; and J am very confident, if it 
were fo, we ſhould be the laſt of his people 
to diſpute it, as well from that inviolable 
loyalty we have always paid to his majeſty, as 
from the treatment we might, in ſuch a caſe, 
juſtly expect from ſome, who ſeem to think, 
we have neither common ſenſe, nor common 


ſenſes. 
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ſenſes. But, God be thanked, the beſt of 


them are only cur felloxv-ſubjes, and not our 
aaafiers, One creat merit I*am ſure we have, 
which thoſe of Englifh birth can have no pre- 
tence to, that our anceſtors reduced this king- 
dom to the obedience of ENGLAND; for 
which we have been rewarded with a vor /e 
climate, the privilege of being governed by 
laws to which we do not conſent, a ruined 
trade, a houſe of pecrs without juriſeliction, 
almoſt an incapacity for all employments, and 
the dread of Hood's halt-pence. 

But we are fo tar from diſputing the king's 
prerogative in coining, that we own he hath 
power to give a patent to any man for fetting 
his royal image and ſuperſeription upon what- 
ever materials he pleaſes; and liberty to the 
patentee to offer them in any country from 
f£:iginnd to Fapan, only attended with one 
fnall limitation, that zo body alive is obliged 
to take tien. 

Upon thc'e conſiderations I was ever againſt 
all recourſe to England for a reinedy againſt 
the prefent impending evil; elpecially when 
1 obferved, that the addreſſes of both houtes, 
after long expectance, produced nothing but 
2 REPORT altogether in tavour of Wood ; 
upon which I made ſome obſervations in a 
former letter, and might at leaſt have made 
as many more; for it is à paper of as ſingular 
a nature as I cver beheld. 

But I miſtake ; for, before this report was 
made, his majeſty's zzo/t gracious anſaver to 
the houſe of lords was ſent over, and print- 


ed; 
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ed; wherein are theſe words, granting the 
patent for coiuing half-pence and farthings, 
AGREEABLE TO THE PRACTICE OF HIS 
ROYAL PREDECESSORS, etc. That king 
Charles the ſecond, and king James the ſe- 
cond, (AND THEY ONEY) did grant patents 
for this purpoſe, is indiſputable, and I have 
ſhewn it at large. Their patents were paſſed 
under the great ſeal of Ireland, by references 
to Ireland, the copper to be coined in Jre- 
land; the patentce was bound on demand to 
receive his coin back in Ireland, and pay fil- 
ver and gold in return. Wood's patent was 
made under the great ſeal of England, the 
braſs coined in England, not the leaſt refer- 
ence made to Ireland; the ſum immenſe, and 
the patentee under no obligation to receive it 
again, and give good money for it, This I 
only mention, becauſe, in my private thoughts, 
I have ſometimes made a query, whether the 
penner of thoſe words in his majeſty's 2. 
gracious anſwer, AGREEABLE TO THE 
PRACTICE OF HIS ROYAL PREDECESSORS, 
Md maturely conſidered the ſeveral circum - 
ſtances, which, in my poor opinion, ſcem to 
make a difference [e]. 

Let me now iay ſomething concerning the 
other great cauſe of ſome people's fear, as 
Wood has taught the London news-writer to 
expreſs it, that his excellency the lord licute- 
naut is coming over to ſettle Wood's half 
Prnuces 


[e] See the note at the end of this letter. 
We 
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We know very well, that the lords lieu- 
tenants for ſeveral years paſt have not thought 
this kingdom <v9orthy the honour of their reſi- 
dence, longer than was abſolutely neceſlary 
for the king's buſineſs; which conſequently 
wanted no fpeed in the diſpatch. And there- 
fore it naturally fell into moſt men's thoughts 
that a new governor, coming at an unuſual 
time, mult portend ſore e buſineſs to 
be- done; eſpecially if the common report be 
true, chat the parliament, prorogued to I 
know not what time, is, by a new ſummons 
1evoking that prorogation, to aſtemble ſoon 
ter his arrival; for which extraordinary pro- 
ceeding the lawycis on t'other fide the water 
have by great good fortune found two prece- 
Aents. 

All this being granted, it can never enter 
into my head, that fo little à creature os 
Wood could find credit enough with the king 
and his miniiters to have the lord heutenant 
of Ireland {ent hither in a kurry upon his er- 
rand. 

For, let us take the whole mrtter nakedly, 
as it lies before us, without the refinements 
of ſome people, with which we haye nothing 
to do. Here is a patent granted under the 
great feal of Erg/and, vpon falſe ſuggeſtions, 
to one Milliam Wood for coming copper helf- 
bence for Ireland: tlie parliament here, upon 
apprehenſions of the worſt con ſequences from 
the ſaid patent, addreſs the king to have it 
recalled : this is refufed, and a committee of 
whe privy-council report to his majeſty, that 

Ward 
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Wood has performed the conditions of his pa- 
tent. He then is leſt to do the beit he can 
with his half-perce, no man being obliged to 
receive them; the pcople here, being likewiſe 
left to themſelves, unite as one man, reſolving 
they will have nothing to do with his Wars. 
By this plain account of the fact, it is mani- 
teſt, that the king and his miniſtry are whol- 
ly out of the caſe, and tlie matter is left to 
be diſputed between him and us. Will any 
man therefore attempt to perſuade me, that a 
lord heutenant 1s to be diſpatched over in 
great haſte before the ordinary time, and a 
parliament ſummoned by anticipating a pro- 
rogation, mere!y to put an hundred thouſand 
pounds into the pocket of a fharper by the 
ruin of a moſt loyal kingdom? 

But ſuppoſing all this to be true: hy what 
arguments could a lord lieutenant prevail on 
the ſame parliament, which addrefſed with o 
much zcal and carneſtneſs againſt this evil, 
to paſs it into a law? I am ſure their opinion 
of Mood and his project are not mended ſince 
their laſt prorogation: and, ſuppoſing thoſe 
methods ſhould be uſed, which delractors tell 
us have been ſometimes put in practice for 
gaining votes, it is well known, that in this 
kingdom there are few employments to be 

iven ; and, if there were more, it is as well 
; bs to whoſe ſhare they muſt fall. 

But, becauſe great numbers of you are al- 
together ignorant of the affairs of your coun- 
try, I will tell you ſome reaſons, why there 
are ſo tew employments to be diſpoſed of in 

| this 
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this kingdom. All conſiderable offices for 


life here are poſſeſſed by thoſe, to whom the re- 


verſions were granted; and theſe have been 
generally followers of the chief governors, or 
perſons who had intereſt in the court of Eng- 
land: ſo the lord Berkely of Stratton holds 
that great office of maſter of the rolls; the 
lord Palmerflown is firft remembrancer, worth 
near 2000l. per anuum. One Dodington, ſe- 
— to the earl of Pembroke, begged the 
reverſion of clerk of the pells worth 2 gool. 4 
year, which he now enjoys by the death of 
the lord Newtown. Mr. Southwvell is ſecre- 
tary of ſtate, and the earl of Burlington lord 
high treaſurer of Ireland by inheritance. 
Theſe are only a few, among many others, 
which I have been told of, but cannot re- 
member. Nay, the reverſion of ſeveral em- 
ployments during pleaſure is granted the ſame 
way. This among many others is a circum - 
ſtance, whereby the kingdom of Ireland is 
diſtinguiſhed from all other nations upon 
earth, and makes it ſo difficult an affair to get 
into a civil employ, that Mr. Addiſon was 
forced to purchaſe an old obſcure place, called 
keeper of the records in Bermingham's tower, 
of ten pounds a year, and to get a falary of 
400l. annexed to it, though all the records 
there are not worth half-a-crowna either for 
curioſity or uſe. And we lately ſaw [4] a 
favourite ſecretary deſcend to be maſter of the 
revels, which, by his credit and extortion, he 


[4] Mr, Hopkins, ſecretary to the duke of Grafton, 
hath 
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hath made pretty conſiderable. I ſay nothin 
of the under-treaſurerfhip worth about x 
a year, nor of the commiſſioners of the re- 
venue, four of whom generally live in Eng- 
land; for, I think, none of theſe are grant- 
ed in reverſion. But the jeſt is, that I have 
known upon occaſion ſome of theſe abſent of- 
ficers as deen againſt the intereſt of Ireland, 
as if they had never been indebted to her for 
a /ingle groat. 

I contels I have been ſometimes attempted 
to wiſh, that this project of Wood might ſuc- 
ceed ; becaule I reflected with ſome pleaſure, 
what a jolly crew it would bring over among 
us of Fas 4 and */quzres, and penſioners of 
both ſexes, and othcers civil and military, 
where we ſhould live together as merry and 
ſociable as beggars ; only with this one abate- 
ment, that we ſhould neither have meat to 
feed, nor manufattures to cloath us, unleſs 
we could be content to prance about in coats 
of mail, or eat braſs as oſtridges do iron. 

I return from this digreſſion to that which 
gave me the occaſion of making it: and, I 
believe, you are now convinced, that it the 
parliament of Ireland were as temptable as 
any other aſſembly within a mile of Chriften- 
dom (which God forbid) yet the managers 
muſt of neceſſity fail for want of vs to work 
with, But I will yet go one ſtep further by 
ſuppoſing, that a hundred new employments 
were erected on purpoſe to gratify compliers ; 
yet ſtill an inſuperable diffculty would re- 
main, For it happens, I know not 1 * 
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that money is neither whg nor tory, neither 
of !9wwn nor country party; and it is not im- 
probable, that a, gentleman would rather 
chuſe to live upon his own Hate, which 
brings him gold and filver, than with the ad- 
dition of an employment, when his rents and 
ſalary muſt both be paid in Wood's braſs at 
above eighty per cent. diſcount, 

For theſe, and many other reaſons, I am 
confident you need not be under the leaſt ap- 
prehenſions from the ſudden expedtation of 
the lord lieutenant [e], while we continue in 
our preſent hearty diſpoſition, to alter which 
no ſuitable temptation can poſſibly be offered. 
And if, as I have often aſſerted from the 
beſt authority, the laao hath not left a porv- 
er in the crown to force any money, except 
ſterling, upon the ſubject ; much leſs can the 
crown dewolve ſuch a power upon another. 

This I ſpeak with the utmoſt reſpect to the 
perſen and dignity of his excellency the lord 
Carterct, whoſe character was lately given 
me by a gentleman, that hath known him 
from his firit appearance in the world : that 
gentleman deſcribes him as a young man of 
great accompliſiments, excellent learning, 
regular in his life, and of much ſpirit and 
vivacity. He hath ſince, as I have heard, 
been employed abroad; was principal ſecre- 
tary of ſtate; and is now, about the thirty- 
ſeventh year of his age, appointed lord lieu- 
tenant of Ireland, From ſuch a governor this 


[4] Lord Carteret, =_ earl Granville, 
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kingdom may reaſonably hope for as much 
roſperity as, under ſo many diſcouragements, 
it can be capable of receiving. 

It is true indeed, that, within the memor 
of man, there have been governors of ſo nach 
dexterity, as to carry points of terrible con- 
ſequence to this kingdom by their power with 
thoſe who are in ice; and, by their arts, in 
managing or deluding others with oaths, af- 
ability, and even with dinners. If Wood's 
braſs had in thoſe times been upon the anwil, 
it is obvious enough to conceive what me- 
thods could have been taken, Depending per- 
ſons would have been told in plain terms, 
that it was a ſervice expected from them, un- 
der the pain of the publick buſineſs being put 
into more cemplying hands. Others would be 
allured by promiſes. To the country gentle- 
men, beſides good wwords, burgundy, and clo- 
ſetting, it might, perhaps, have been hinted, 
how kindly it would be taken to comply with 
a royal patent, although it were not compulſo- 
ry : that, if any inconveniencies enſued, it 
might be made up with other graces or fa- 
vours hereafter : that gentlemen ought lo con- 
ider, whether it were prudent or ſafe to dij- 
guft England ; they would be defired to think 
of ſome good bills for the encouraging of trade, 
and ſetting the poor to work ; ſome further 
atts againſi popery, and for uniting proteflants. 
There would be ſolemn engagements, that we 
ſhould newer be troubled with above for 
thouſand pounds in his coin, and all of the 
beſt and wweightieft ſort, for which we nes 

only 
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only give our manuſactures in exchange, and 
keep our gold and filver at home. Perhaps a 
ſeaſonable report of ſome invaſion would have 
been ſpread in the moſt proper juncture; which 
is a great ſmoother of rubs in publick pro- 
ceedings : and we ſhould have been told, 
that this was no time to create differences, 
when the kingdom was in danger. 
Theſe, I tay, and the like methods, would, 
in corrupt times, have been taken to let in 
this deluge of braſs among us. And, I am 
confident, even then would not have ſucceed- 
ed; much leſs under the adminiſtration of fo 
excellent aperſon as the lord CARTERET ; 
and in a country where the people of all 
ranks, parties, and denominations, are con- 
vinced, to a man, that the utter undoing of 
themſelves and their poſterity for ever will be 
dated from the admiſſion of that execrable 
coin: that if it once enters, it can be no 
more confined to a ſmall or moderate quanti- 
PL than a plague can be confined to a few 
amilies; and that no equivalent can be given 
by any earthly power, any more than a dead 
carcaſe can be recovered to a life by a cordial. 
There is one comfortable circumſtance in 
this univerſal oppoſition to Mr. Wood, that 
the people ſent over hither from England to 
fill up our vacancies, ecclefiafliical, civil, and 
military, are all on our fide. Money, the 
great divider of the world, hath, by a ſtrange 
revolution, been the great uniter of a moſt 
divided people. Who would leave a hundred 
pounds a year in England (a country of Free- 
G 2 dom) 
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dam) to be paid a thouſand in Ireland out of 

o exchequer ? The gentleman they have 
lately made primate [/], would never quit 
his ſeat in an Exgliſb houſe of lords, and his 

referments at Oxford and Briſtol worth twelve 
be, pounds a year, for four times the 
denomination here, but not half the value; 
therefore I expect to hear he will be as good 
an Iri/hman at leaſt upon this one article as 
any of his brethren, or even of ug, who have 
had the misfertune to be born in this iſland, 
For thoſe who, in the common phraſe, do not 
come hither to learn the Ianguage, would ne- 
ver change a better country for a worſe to re- 
ceive braſs inſtead of gold. 

Another ſlander ſpread by ood and his 
emiſſaries, is, that, by oppoling him, we diſ- 
cover an inclination to ſhake off our dependence 
upon the crown of England. Pray obſerve 
how important a perſon is this ſame Wilkam 
Wood; and how the publick weal of two 
kingdoms is involved in his private intereſt. 
Firſt, all thoſe who refuſe to take his coin are 
papifts ; for he tells us, that one but papiſts 
are aſſociated againſt him. Secondly, they 
diſpute the king's prerogative. Thirdly, they 
are ripe for rebellion. And, fourthly, they 
are going to ſhake off their dependence upon 
the croxwn of England; that is to ſay, they 
are going to chuſe another king; for there can 
be no other meaning in this expreſſion, how- 
ever ſome may pretend to ſtrain it. 


L/] Doctor Hugh Boulter. 
And 
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And this gives me an opportunity of ex- 
plaining to thoſe who are ignorant of another 
vint, which hath often ſwelled in my breaſt. 
hoſe who come over hither to us from Eng- 
land, and ſome weak people among ourſelves, 
whenever in diſcourſe we make mention of 
liberty and property, ſhake their heads, and 
tell us, that [g] Ireland is a depending king- 
dom ; as if they would ſeem, by this phraſe, 
to intend, that the people of Ghacd are, in 
ſome ſtate of ſlavery or dependence, different 
from thoſe of England: whereas a depending 
kingdom 1s a modern term of art, unknown, 
as I have heard, to all ancient civilians, and 
auriters upon government; and Ireland is, 
on the contrary, called, in ſome ſtatutes, an 
imperial. crown, as held only from God ; 
which is as high a ſtyle as any kingdom is 
capable of receiving. Therefore by this ex- 
preſſion, a depending kingdom, there is no 
more to be underſtood than that, by a ſtatute 
made here in the thirty-third year of Hen 
VIII. the king, and his ſucceſſors, are to 2 
kings imperial of this realm, as united and 
knit to the imperial crown of England. I have 
looked over all the Ezgitfh and Iriſb ſtatutes 
without finding any law, that makes Ireland 
depend upon England, any more than Eng- 
land doth upon Ireland. We have, indeed, 
obliged ourſelves to have the ſame king with 
them; and, conſequently, they are obliged to 
have the ſame king with us, For the law was 


fg] See the nate at the end of this letter, 
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made by our own parliament; and our anceſ- 
tors then were not ſuch fools (whatever they 
were in the preceding reign) to bring them- 
ſelves under I know not what dependence, 
which is now talked of, without any ground 
of law, reaſon, or common ſenſe. | 

Let whoever think otherwiſe, I, M. B. dra- 
pier, deſire to be excepted : for I declare, next 
under Go, I depend only on the king my 
ſovereign, and on the laws of my own coun- 
try. And J am fo far from depending upon 
the people of England, that, if they ſhould 
ever rebel againſt my ſovereign (which God 
forbid) I would be ready, at the firſt com- 
mand from his majeſty, to take up arms a- 
gainſt them, as ſome of ny countrymen did 
againſt therrs at Preton. And, if ſuch a re- 
bellion ſhould prove ſo ſucceſsful as to fix 
the pretender on the throne of England, I 
would venture to tranſgreſs that /atute ſo far, 
as to loſe every drop of my blocd to hinder 
him from being king of Ireland [H. 

Tt is true indeed, that, within the memory 
of man, the parliaments of England have 
ſometimes aſſumed the power of binding this 
kingdom by laws enacted there; wherein the 
were at firſt openly oppoſed (as far as ruth, 
reaſon, and juſtice are capable of oppoſing) by 
the famcus Mr. Molizeux, an Enghſh gentle- 
man born here, as well as by ſeveral of the 
greateſt patriots and beft whigs in England; 


[+] This paragraph gave great offence, See Let- 
ter V. . 
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but the lowe and torrent of power prevailed, 
Tndeed the arguments on both ſides were in- 
vincible. For in reaſon, all government, with- 
out the conſent of the gowerned, is the very 
definition of flavery : but, in fact, eleven men 
abell armed will certainly ſubdue one fingle 
man in his ſhirt. But I have done: for thoſe 
who have uſed power to cramp liberty, have 
gone ſo far as to reſent even the liberty of 
complaining ; although a man, upon the rack, 
was never known to be refuſed the liberty of 
roaring as loud as he thought fit. 

And as we are apt to fork too much under 
unreaſonable fears, ſo we are too ſoon inclin- 
ed to be raiſed by groundleſs hopes, accord- 
ing to the nature of all conſumptive bodies 
like ours. Thus it hath been given about 
for ſeveral days paſt, that port ; in England 
empowered a r e to write to a third 
ſomebody here to aſſure us, that we ſhould no 
more be troubled with theſe half-pence. And 
this is reported to have been done by the [i] 
ſame perſon, who is ſaid to have ſworn ſome 
months ago, that he would ram them down 
their threats (though I doubt they would 
ſtick in our flomachs) : but which ever of 


theſe repoyts be true or falſe, it is no concern 


of ours. For, in this 2 we have no- 
thing to do with Engliſh miniſters: and I 
ſhould be ſorry to leave it in their power 
to redreſs this grievance, or to enforce it; 


Walpole, afterwards earl of Orford, 


[5] Mr, 
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for the report of the committee hath given me 
a ſurfeit. The remedy is wholly in your 
own hands; and therefore I have digreſſed a 
little in order to refreſh and continue that 
ſpirit ſo ſeaſonably raiſed amongſt you; and 
to let you ſee, that by the, laws of Gon, of 
NaTURE, of NATIONS, and of your COUN- 
TRY, you ARE, and OUGHT to be as FREE 
a people as your brethren in England. 

If the pamphlets publiſhed at London, by 
Wood and his journeymen in defence of his 
eauſe, were reprinted — and that our coun- 
trymen could be perſuaded to read them, 
they would convince you of his wicked de- 
ſign, more than all I ſhall ever be able to 
ſay. In ſhort, T make him a perfect ſaint 
in compariſon of what he appears to be from 
the writings of thoſe, whom he hires to juſ- 
tify his projet. But he is fo far maſter of 
the field (let others gueſs the reaſen) that no 
London printer dare publiſh any paper written 
in favour of Ireland: and here nobody hath 
yet been ſo held as to publiſh any thing in 
Jawour of him. | 

There was, a few days ago, a pamphlet 
ſent me of near fifty pages written in favour 
of Mr. Wood and his coinage, printed in 
Londen: it 1s not worth anſwering, becauſe, 
probably, it will never be publiſhed here. 
But it gave me occaſion to reflect upon an 
unhappineſs we lie under, that the people of 
England are utterly ignorant of our caſe; 
which, however, is no wonder, ſince it is a 
point they do not in the leaſt concern _ 
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ſelves about, farther then, perhaps, as a ſub- 
ject of diſcourſe in a coffee-houſe when they 
have nothing elſe to talk of. For I have 
reaſon to believe, that no mnifler ever gave 
himſelf the trouble of reading any papers 
written in our defence, becauſe I ſuppoſe 
their opinions are already determined, and are 
formed wholly upon the reports of Wood and 
his accomplices; elſe it would be impoſſible, 
that any man could have the impudence to 
write ſuch a pamphlet as I have mentioned. 
Our neighbours, whoſe underſiandings are 
juſt upon a level with ours (which, perhaps, 
are none of the brighte/t) have a ſtrong con- 
tempt for moſt nations, but eſpecially for 
Ireland. They look upon us as a fort of 
ſavage Iriſh, whom our anceſtors conquered 
ſeveral hundred years ago. And, if I ſhould 
deſcribe the Br:tons to you as they were in 
Czſar's time, when they painted their bodies, 
or clothed gy e with the ſkins of beaſts, 
I ſhould act full as reaſonably as they do. 
However, they are ſo far to be excuſed in re- 
lation to the preſent ſubject, that, hearing only 
one ſide of the cauſe, and having neither op- 
portunity nor curioſity to examine the other, 
they believe a lie merely for their eaſe; and 
conclude, becauſe Mr. I/o9d pretends to have 
power, he hath alſo renaſon on his fide. 
Therefore, to let you ſee how this caſe is 
repreſented, in England, by Wood and his 
adherents, I have thought it proper to ex- 
tract out of that pamphlet a few of thoſe no- 
torious falſhoods in point of act and reaſon- 
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ing contained therein, the knowledge whereof 
will confirm my countrymen in their ov 
right ſentiments, when they will ſee, by com- 
paring both, how much their enemies are in 
the abrong. 

Firft, the writer poſitively aſſerts, that 
Wood's half-pence were current among us 
for ſeveral months, with the univerſal appro- 
bation of all people, without ene ſingle gain- 
fayer ; and we all, to a man, thought our- 
ſelves happy in having them. 

Secondly, he afhrms, that we were drawn 
into a diſlike of them only by ſome cunning, 
ewil-deſigning men among us, who oppoſed this 
patent of Wood 19 get another for themſelves. 

Thirdly, that zhoſe, who moſt declared at 
firſt againſt Wood's patent, avere the wery 


men «who intend to get another for their own 


adwantage. | 

Fourthly, that our parliament and privy- 
council, the lord-mayor and aldermen of Dub- 
lin, the grand juries and merchants, and, in 
ſhort, the ab kingdom, nay, the very dogs 
(as he expreſſeth it) were fond of thoſe 22 
pence, fill they were inflamed by thoſe feau de- 
JSgning perſons aforeſatd. 

Fifthly, he ſays directly, that all thoſe who 
oppoſed the half-pence, were papiſis, and ene- 
mies to king George. 

Thus far, I am confident, the moſt igno- 
rant among you can ſafely ſwear from your 
own knowledge, that the author is a moſt 
notorious lar in every article; the direct con- 
trary being ſo manifeſt to the whole king- 

dom, 
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dom, that, if occaſion required, we might 
et it confirmed under five hundred thouſand 
ands. 

Sixthly, he would 22 us, that if we 
ſell five ſhillings worth of our goods or manu- 
fatures for two ſhillings and four-pence worth 
of copper, although the copper were melted 
do ton, and that we could get five jhillings in 
gold and filver for the ſaid goods; yet to take 
the ſaid two ſhillings and four-pence in copper 
would be greatly far our advantage. 

And, laſtly, he makes us a very fair offer, 
as empowered by Wood, that if we will take 
off two hundred thouſand pounds in his half 
pence for our goods, and likewiſe pay him three 

er cent. intereſt, for thirty years, for an 
Ae, and twenty thouſand pounds (at which 
he computes the coinage above the intrinſick 
value of the copper) for the loan of his coin, 
he will, after that time, give us good money 
for what balf-pence will be then left. 

Let me place this offer in as clear a light 


as I can, to ſhew the inſupportable villainy | 


and impudence of that incorrigible wretch. 
Firſt (tays he) I will ſend two Bundred thou- 
ſand pounds of my coin into your country: the 
copper I compute to be, in real value, eighty 
thouſand pounds, and I charge you with an 
hundred and twenty thouſand pounds for the 
coinage ; fo that you ſee, I lend you an bundred 
and twenty thouſand pounds for thirty years ; 
for which you ſhall pay me three per cent. 
that is to ſay, three thouſand fix hundred 
pound; per annum, which, in thirty years, 
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. ew?ill amount to an hundred and eighty thouſand 


pounds, And when theſe thirty years are ex- 
pired, return me my copper, and I will give 
you gcoa money for it. 

This is the propoſal made to us by Wood, 
in that pamphlet written by one of his com- 
miſſioners: and the author is ſuppoſed to be 
the ſame infamous Coleby, one of his wunder- 
ſevearers at the committee of council, who 
was tried for robbing the treaſury here, where 
he was an under-clerk, 

By this propoſal he will firſt receive two 
hundred thouſand pounds, in goods or ſter- 
ting, for as much copper as he values at 
eighty thouſand pounds, but, in reality, not 
worth thirty thouſand pounds. Secondly, 
he will receive for intereſt an hundred and 
eight thouſand pounds: and when our chil- 
dren come thirty years hence to return his 
half-pence upon his executors (for before that 
time he will be, probably, gone to his nun 
flace) thoſe executors will very reaſonably 
reject them as raps and counterfeits, which 
they will be, and millions of them of his 
own coinage. 

Methinks I am fond of ſuch a dealer as 
this, who mends every day upon our hands 
like a Ditch reckoning, wherein, if you diſ- 

mte the unrealonableneſs and exorbitance of 
the bill, the landlord ſhall bring it up every 
time with new additions, 

Although theſe and the like pamphlets, 
publiſhed by N , in London, are altogether 
unknown here, where nobody could read 

them 
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them without as much indignation, as con- 
tempt would allow; yet I thought it proper 
to give you a ſpecimen how the man emplays 
his time, where he rides alone without any 
creature to contradict him; while OUR FEW 
FRIENDS there wonder at our filence: and 
the Eugliſb in general, if they think of this 
matter at all, impute our refuſal to <wilful- 
eſs or diſaffetion, juſt as Wood and his hire- 
lings are pleated to repreſent. 

But although our arguments are not ſuf- 
ſered to be printed in England, yet the con- 
ſequence will be of little moment. Let Wood 
cndeavour to perſuade the people there, that 
we ought to receive his coin; and let me 
convince our people here, that they ought 
to reject it under pain of our utter undo- 
ing; and then let him do his %% and his 
avarſt. | 

Before I conclude, I muſt beg leave, in 
all humility, to tell Mr. Wood, that he is 
guilty of great diſcretion, by cauſing ſo ho- 
nourable a name as that of Mr. Walpol? to 
be mentioned fo often, and in ſuch a manner, 
upon this occaſion. A ſhort paper printed at 
Brifial, and reprinted here, reports Mr. Wood 
to ſay, that he wonders at the impudence and 
inſolence of the Iriſh in refufing his coin, and 
avhat be will do when Mr. Walpole comes 
to town. Where, by the way, 15 is mit- 
taken; for it is the true Engliſh people of Ire 
land who refuſe it, although we take it fol 
granted, that the Irz/þ will do ſa too when- 

Vol. X. H ever 
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erer they are aſked. In another printed pa- 
ber of his contriving it is roundly expreſſed, 
that Mr. Walfole will cram his braſs down 
our throats. Sometimes it is given out, that 
we mult either take theſe half-pence, or eat 
our brogues: and in another news- letter, but 
of veſterday, we read, that the ſame great 
man hath feuern to make us fallow his coin 
an firs - balls. | 

'This brings to my mind the known ſtory 
of a Scotchman, who, receiving the ſentence 
of death with all the circumſtances of hang- 
ing, beheading, 22 embonvelling, 
ard the like, cried out, What netd all this 
CooOKERY? And, I think, we have reaſon 
to aſk the ſame queſtion; for, if we believe 
Wood, here is a dinner getting ready for us; 
and vou [ce the b:{{ of fare; and I am ſorry 
the drink was forgot, which might eaſily 
be ſupplied with melted lead and flaming 
pitch. 

What vile words are theſe to put into the 
mouth of a great counſellor, in high truit 
with his majcity, and looked upon as a prime 
miniſter! If Mr. Wood hath no better a man- 
ner of repreſenting his patrons, when I come 
to be a great mau, he ſhall never be ſuffered 
to attend at my /evee. This is not the ſtyle 


of a great miniſter; it favours too much of 
the kettle and the furnace, and came entirely 


out of Wood's forge. 
As for the threat of making us eat our 
brogues, we need not be in pain; for if his 
coin 
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coin ſhould pais, that anpolite covering fur 
the feet would no longer be a rational res 
proach ; becauſe then we ſhould have neither 
hae nor brogue left in the kingdom. But 
here the falſhood of Mr. Wood is fairly de- 
tected; for J am confident Mr. A a ne- 
ver heard of a brogue in his whole life. 

As to fwallqwing theſe half-pence in fire- 
balls, it is a ſtory equally improbable. For, 
to execute this operation, the whole ſtock of 
Mr. Wood's coin and metal muſt be melted 
down, and moulded into hollow balls with 
«vild-fire, no bigger than a reaſonable throat 
may be able to (wallow. Now, the metal 
he hath prepared, and already coined, will 
amount to at leaſt fifty millions of half/-pence, 
to be ſavallowed by a million and an half cf 
people; ſo that, allowing two half-pence to 
each ball, there will be about ſeventeen balls 
of wild-fire a-piece to be ſwallowed by every 
perſon in the kingdom; and, to adminiſter 
this dole, there cannot be conveniently fewer 
than fifty thouſand operators, allowing one 
operator to every thirty; which, conſidering 
the ſqueamiſhreſs of ſome ſtomachs, and the 
peewvijhneſs of young children, is but reaſon- 
able. Now, under the correction of better 
judgments, I think the trouble and charge 
of ſuch an experiment would exceed the pro- 
fit; and therefore I take this report to be 
ſpurious, or, at leaſt, only a new ſcheme of 
Mr. Wocd himſelf; which, to make it pals the 
better in Ireland, he would tather upon a 


menifier of ſtate. 
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But I will now demonſtrate, beyond all 
contradiction, that Mr. Walpole is againſt 
this project of Mr. Wood, and is an entire 
friend to Ireland, only by this one invincible 
argument, that he has the univerſal opinion 
of being a wiſe man, an able miniſter, and 
in all his proceedings purſuing the true in- 
tereſt of the king his maſler: and that as 
his integrity is above all corruption, ſo is his 
fortune above all temptation. I reckon, there- 
fore, we are perfectly fafe from that corner, 
and ſhall never be under the neceſſity of con- 
tending with ſo formidable a power, but be 
left to poſſeſs our brogues and potatoes in 
peace, as [4] remote from thunder as we are 


rem Jupiter. 
J am, my dear countrymen, 
your lowing felloau- ſubject, 
fellow-ſufferer, and 
Octob. 13, 1724. 
tumble ſervant, 


M. B. 
[4] Procul a Jove, procul à fulmine, 


Upon 


pon 
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Upon the arrival of lord Carteret, ſoon after 


the publication of this letter, the paſſages 
from which this note is referred to were 
ſelected as ſufficient ground for proſecu- 
tion, and a proclamation was publiſhed by 
his excellency and council, offering a re- 
ward of three hundred pounds for diſco- 
vering the author. Harding the printer 
was impriſoned, and a bill of indictment 
was ordered to be prepared againſt him: 
which gave occaſion to the following pa- 
per. 


SEASONABLE 


VVV 
TU TAE 
GRA N D UAF. 
CONCERNING THE 


Bill preparing againſt the PRINTER of the 
preceding LETTER. 


Q INCE a bill is preparing for the grand- 

jury to find againſt the printer of the Dra- 
prer's laſt letter, there are ſeveral things ma- 
turely to be conſidered by thoſe gentlemen 
betore they determine upon it. 

Firſt, They are to conſider, that the au- 
thor of the ſaid pamphlet did write three 
other diſcourſes on the ſame ſubject, which, 
inſtead of being cenſured, were univerſally 
approved by the whole nation, and were al- 
lowed to have raiſed and continued that ſpi- 
rit among us, which hath hitherto kept out 
Mood's coin; for all men will grant, that, if 
thoſe pamphlets had not been written, his 
coin muſt have over-run the nation ſome 
months ago. | | 

Secondly, It is to be conſidered, that this 
3 againſt which a proclamation hath 

een iſſued, is written by the ſame author: 
that nobody ever doubted the innocence and 
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goodneſs of his defign; that he appears, 
trough the whole tenor of it, to be a [pal 
ſieliject to his majeſty, and devoted to the 
nouſe of Hanover; and declares himſelf, in 
a manner, pecultarly zealous againſt the pre- 
tender. And if ſich a writer, in four ſeveral 
treatiſes on ſo mice a ſubject, where a royal 
patent is concerned, and where it was neceſ- 
ſary to {peak of England and of liberty, thould, 
in one or two places, happen to I-t fall an 
inadvertent expreſſion, it would be hard to 
condemn him, after all the good he hath done, 
eſpecially when we conlider, that he could 
have no poſſible deſign in view, either of ho- 
nour or profit, but purely the GooD of his 
COUNTRY. | 

Thirdly, it ought to be well conſidered, 
whether any one expreſſion in the faid pam- 
phlet be really liable to a juſt exception, 
much leſs to be found wicked, malicious, ſe- 
ditious, reflectiug upon his majeſly and his i- 
niftry, etc. 

The two points in that pamphlet, which 
it is ſaid the proſecutors intend chiefly to fix 
on, arc, firſt, where the author mentions the 
penner of the king's anſwer. Fir}, It is 
well known his majeſty is not maſter of the 
Engliſh tongue; aud therefore it is neceſſary 
that ſome other perſon ſhould be employed 
to pen what he hath to ſay, or write in that 
language. Secondly, His majeſty's anſwer is 
not in the ficit perſon, but iu the third. It 
is not ſaid, WE ARE CONCERNED, OR OUR 
BOYAL PREDECESSORS; but His MaAjks- 
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'TY #s concerned, and his ROYAL PREDP- 
CESSORS. By which it is plain, theſe are 
properly not the words of his majeſty; but 
ſuppoſed to be taken from him, and tranſ- 
mitted hither by one of his miniſters. Thir/- 
ly, It will be caily ſeen, that the author of 
the pamphlet delivers his ſentiments, upoit 
this particular, with the utmoſt caution and 
reſpect, as any impartial reader will obſerve. 

The ſecond paragraph, which it is ſaid will 
be taken notice of as a motive to find the bill, 
is what the author ſays of Ireland's being a 
dependent kingdom : he explains all the de- 

endence he knows of, which is a law made 
in Ireland, whereby it is enacted, that auho- 
ever is king of England, hall be king of Ire- 
land. Before this explanation be condemned, 
and the bill feund upon it, it would be pro- 

er that ſome lawyers ſhould fully inform the 
jury what other law there is, either ſtatute 
or common, for this dependency ; and if there 
be no law, there is no tranſgreſſion. 

The fourth thing very maturely to be con- 
ſidered by the jury, is, what influence their 
finding the bill may have upon the kingdom : 
the people, in general, find no fault in the 
Drapier's laſt book, any more than in the 
three former; and therefore, when they hear 
it is condemned by a grand-jury of Dublin, 
they will conclude it 1s done in favour of 
Wood's coin; they will think we of this town 
have changed our minds, and intend to take 
thoſe halt-pence, and therefore that it will 
be in vain for them to ſtand out: fo that the 
g queſto 
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queſtion comes to this, Which will be of the 
worſt conſequence? to let - one or two 
expreſſions, at the worſt only unwary, in a 
hook written for the publick ſervice; or to 
leave a free open paſſage for Wood's braſs to 
over-run us, by which we ſhall be undone 
for ever ? 

'The fifth thing to be conſidered is, that 
the members of the grand-jury, being mer- 
chants and principal ſhopkeepers, can have 
no ſuitable temptation offered them, as a re- 
compence for the miſchief they will do, and 
ſuffer by letting in this coin; nor can be at 
any loſs or danger hy rejecting the bill. 
They do not expect any employments in the 
ſtate, to make up their own private advan— 
tages by the deſtruction of their country 
whereas thoſe, wlio go about to adviſe, en- 
tice, or threaten them to find that bilj, have 
great employments, which they have a mind 
to keep, or to get greater; as it was like- 
wiſe the caſe of all thoſe who ſigned the pro- 
clamation to have the author proſecuted, 
And therefore it is known, that his grace the 
lord archbiſhop of Dublin, fo renowned for 
his piety, and wiſdom, and love of his coun- 
try, abſolutely refuted to condemn the book 
or the author. 

Lafily, It ought to be conſidered, what 
conſequence the finding the bill may have 
upon a poor man, perfectly innocent; I mean 
the printer. A lawyer may pick out expreſ- 
ſions, and make them liable to exception, 
where no other man 1s able to find any, But 
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how can it be ſuppoſed that an ignorant prin- 
ter can be ſuch a critick ? He knew the au- 
thor's deſign was honeſt, and approved by 
the whole kingdom : he adviſed with friends, 
who told him there was no harm in the book, 
and he could fee none himſelf: it was ſent 
him in an unknown hand; but the ſame in 
which he received the three former. He and 
his wife have offered to take their oaths, that 
they knew not the author. And therefore to 
find a bill, that may bring puniſhment upon 
the innocent, will appear wery hard, to fay 
no worſe. For it will be impoſſible to find 
the author, unleſs he will pleaſe to diſcover 
himſelf ; although I wonder he ever concealed 
his name: but I ſuppoſe, what he did at firſt 
out of modeſty, he continues to do out of 
prudence. - God protect us and him. 

I will conclude all with a fable aſcribed to 
Demaſihenes: he had ſerved the people of 
Athens with great fidelity in the ſtation of an 
orator z when, upon a certain occaſion, ap- 
prehending to be delivered over to his ene- 
mies, ,he told the Athenians, his countrymen, 
the following ſtory: Once upon a time the 
@votves deſired a league with the ſheep upon 
this condition; that the cauſe of ſtrife might 
be taken away, which was the ſhepherds and 
maſiffs: this being granted, the avo7wes, 
without all fear, made havock of the /heep. 


Nov, 11, 1724. 


Copies 
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Copies of this paper were diſtributed to every 
perſon of the grand-jury the evening be- 
fore the bill was to be exhibited, who, 
probably for the reaſons contained in it, 
refuſed to find the bill, upon which the 
lord chief juſtice Whitfhed, who had pre- 
ſided at a former proſecution of the dean's 

rinter [I], diſcharged them in a rage. The 
Nellewing extract was ſoon after publiſhed 
to ſhew the illegality of this proceeding, 
and the next grand-jury that empannelled 
made the ſubſequent preſentment againſt all 
the abettors of Wood's project. See Letter 
to lord Moleſworth, p. 121 of this wol. 


An Extract from a Book, entituled, Au ex- 
act Collection of the Debates of the Houſe 
of Commons, held at Weſtminſter, Oct. 
21, 1680, p. 150. 


RESOLUTIONS of the Houſe of Com- 
mons in England, Now. 13, 1680. 


8 EVER AL. perſons being examined about 
the diſmiſſing a grand- jury in Middleſex, 
the nouſe came to the following reſalutions: 


Reſolved, That the diſcharging of a grand- 
jury by any judge, before the hd of the 


#1} See the note prefixed to the Propoſal for the 
ile ite of Iriſh manufactures, 
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term, aſſizes, or ſeſſions, while matters are 
under their conſideration, and not preſented, 
is arbitrary, illegal, deſtructive to the pub- 
ick juſtice, a manifeſt violation of his oath, 
and is a means to ſubvert the fundamental 
aws of this kingdom. 


Reſolved, That a committee be appointed 
to examine the proceedings of the judges in 
We:ſiminſter-hall; and report the ſame, with 
their epinion herein, to this houſc. 


The PRESENTMENT of the Gzanp- 
Jury of the County of the City of 
Dublin. - 


W HERE AS ſeveral great quantities of 

baſe metal coined, commonly called 
Wood's half-pence, have been brought into 
the yu of Dublin, and lodged in ſeveral 
houſes of this city, with an intention to make 
them paſs clandeſtincly among his majeky's 
ſubjects of this kingdom; notwithſtanding 
the addreſſes of both houſes of parliament, 
and the privy-council, and the declarations 
of moſt of the corporations of this city againſt 
the ſaid coin: And whereas his majeſty has 
been graciouſly pleaſed to leave his loyal ſub- 
jects of this kingdom at liberty to take or re- 
fuſe the ſaid halt-pence ; 

We the grand, jury of the county of the 
city of Dublin, this Michaelmas term 1724, 
having entirely at heart his majeſty's intereſt, 

and 
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and the welfare of our country, and being 
thoroughly ſenſible of the great diſcourage- 
ments which trade hath ſuffered by the ap- 
prehenſions of the ſaid coin, whereof we 
have already felt the diſmal effects; and that 
the currency thereof will inevitably tend to 
the great diminution of his majefty's revenue, 
and the ruin of us and our poſterity, do pre- 
ſent all ſuch perſons as have attempted, or 
ſhall endeavour by fraud, or otherwiſe, to 
impoſe the ſaid half-pence upon us, contrary 
to his majeſty's molt gracious intentions, as 
enemies to his majeſty's government, and to 
the ſafety, peace, and welfare of all his ma- 
jeſty's ſubjects of this kingdom; whoſe af- 
fections have been ſo eminently diſtinguiſhed 
by their zeal to his illuſtrious family before 
his happy acceſſion to the throne, and by 
their continued loyalty ever ſince. 

As we do, with all juſt gratitude, acknow- 
ledge the ſervices of all ſuch patrivts as have 
been eminently zealous for the intereſt of his 
majeſty and this country in detecting the frau- 
dulent impoſition of the ſaid Food, and pre- 
venting the paſſing of his baſe coin: ſo we do, 
at the ſame time, declare our abhorrence and 
deteſtation of all reflexions on his majeſty 
and his government; and that we are ready 
with our lives and fortunes to defend his molt 
ſacred majeſty againſt the pretender, and all 
his majeſty's open and ſecret enemies both at 
home and abroad, 


Given 
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Given under our hands, at the grand-jury 
chamber, this 28th of Nowember, 1724. 


George Forbes, 
William Empſon, 
Nathanael Pearſon, 
Joſeph Nuttall, 
illiam Afton, 
Stearn Tighe, 
Richard Walker, 


Edmond French, 
Fobn Vereillæa, 
Philip Pearſon, 
Thomas Robins, 
Richard Dawſon, 


Dawid Tew, 
Thomas How, 
John Jones, 
Fames Brown, 
Charles Lyndon, 
Jerom Bredin, 
John Sican, 
Anthony Brunton, 
Thomas Gawen, 
Daniel Elwood, 
Jobn Brunet. 
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TO THE 


RIGHT HONOURABLE 


1 
Lord Viſcount MoLESWO RTR. 


Written in the Year 1724. 


They compaſſed me about alſo with words of 
deceit, and fought againſt me without a 
eauſe. 

For my love they are my adverſaries; but I 
give myſelf unto prayer. 

And they have rewarded me evil for good, and 
hatred for my love. P/al. cix. 3, 4, 5. 

Seek not to be judge, being not able to take 
away iniquity ; leſt at any time thou fear 
the perſon of the mighty, and lay a ſtumb- 
ling block in the way of thy uprightneſs. 

Offend not againſt the multitade of a city, 
and then thou ſhalt not caſt thyſelf down 
among the people. 

Bind not one fin upon another, for in one 
thou ſhalt not be unpuniſhed. Ecclus vii. 6, 
7, 8. 


Non jam prima peto, Mneftheus, neque vin- 
cere Certo : 

Buanquam O] Sed ſuperent quibus hoc, Net» 
tune, dediſti. 
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Mr. HARDIN G, 


WIEN I fent you my former papers, I 
cannot ſay I intended you either good 
or hurt; and yet you have happened, 
through my means, to receive both, I pray 
God deliver you from any more of the /at- 
ter, and increaſe the former. Your trade, 
particularly in this kingdom, is of all others 
the moſt unfortunately circumſtantiated; 
for as you deal in the moſt worthleſs kind 
of wrath, the penny productions of penny- 
leſs ſcriblers; ſo you often venture your 
liberty, and ſometimes your lives, for the 
purchaſe of half a crown ; and, by your 
own ignorance, are puniſhed for other 
men's actions. 

Jam afraid, you, in particular, think you 
have reaſon to complain of me, for your 
own and your wife's confinement in priſon, 
to your great expence, as well as hardſhip ; 
and for a proſecution ſtil] impending. But 
I will tell you, Mr. Harding, how that 
matter ſtands. Since the preſs hath lain 
under fo ſtrict an iuſpection, thoſe who have 

1 mind 
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a mind to inform the world, are become ſn 
cautious as to keep themſelves, if poſlible, 
out of the way of danger. My cuſtom 
therefore is to dictate to a prentice, who 
can write in a feigned hand; and what is 
written, we ſend to your houle by a black - 
guard boy. But, at the ſame time, I do 
allure you, upon my reputation, that I ne- 
ver did ſend you any thing for which J 
thought you could poſſibly be called to an 
account. And you will be my witnels, 
that I always deſired you, by a letter, to 
take ſome good advice before you ventured 
to print; becauſe I knew the dexterity 
of dealers in the law at finding out ſome- 
thing to faſten on, where no evil is meant. 
I am told 1 that you did accordingly 
conſult ſeveral very able perſons; and even 


ſome, who afterwards appeared againſt you : 


to which I can only anſwer; that you 
mult eicher change your adviſers, or de- 
termine to print nothing that comes from 
a drapier. 


I delice you will fend the incloſed letter di- 


rected to my lord viſcount Metefaworth, at his 
houſe at Brackdenſtzwn, near Swords : 


but I would have it ſent printed for the 


convenience of his lordſhip's reading ; be- 
cauſe this counterfeit hand of my prentice 
is not very legible. And, if you think fit 
to publiſh it, I would have you firſt get it 
read over by ſome n%&table lawyer: I am 
aſſured, you will find enough of them, who 
are friends to the drapier, and will do it 

without 
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without a fee; which, I am afraid, you 
can ill afford after all your expences. For 
although I have taken fo much care, that, 
IT think, it impoſhble to find a topick out 
of the following papers for ſending you 
again to priſon, yet I will not venture to 
he your guarantee. 

This enſuing letter contains only a ſhort ac- 
count of myſelf, and an humble apology 
for my former pamphlets, eſpecially the 
lat; with little mention of Mr. Wood, or 
his hal/-pence ; becaule I have already ſaid 
enough upon that ſubject, until occaſion 
ſnall be given for new ears; and, in that 
caſe, you may, pethaps, hear from me 
again. I am 


From my ſhop in St. Francis your friend 
flreet, Dec. 14, 1724. and ſervant, 


M. B. 


P. S. For want of intercourſe between you and 
me, winch I never will ſuffer [zz], your 
pt op'c are apt to make very groſs errors in 
the prets, which I defire you will provide 
againſt. | 


[m] The copies were always ſent to the preſs by 
ſome obſc.re meſſenger, who never knew the perſon 
from whom he received them, but gave them in at a 
window. The amannenſisonly was truſted, to whom, 
about two years after, the author gave an employ- 
raent of 40/, a year as a reward for his fidelity. 

To 


To the Rtcur HoxoURatly the 


Lord Viſcount Mol ESWORYTR, 


At his houſe at Brackdenſlown ncar 
Swords, 


My Loxp, 


I Reflect too late on the maxim of common 

obſervers, that thoſe, who meddle in mat- 
ters dut of their calling, will have reaſon to 
repent: which is now verified in me: for, 
by engaging in the trade of a writer, I have 
drawn upon myſelf the diſpleaſure of the go- 
vernment, ſignified by a proclamation promit- 
ing a reward of three-hundred pounds to the 
firit faithful ſubject, who ſhall be able and 
inclined to i againit me; to which I 
may add, the laudable zeal and induſtry of 
my lord chief-juſtice Whithed, in his endea- 
vours to diſcover ſo dangerous a perſon. 
Therefore, whether I repent or no, I have 
certainly cauſe to do; and the common ob- 
ſervation ſtill ſtands good. 

It will ſometimes happen, I know not 
how, in the courſe of human affairs, that a 
man ſhall be made liable to legal animadyer- 
tons, where he hath nothing to aniwer for 
either ts God or his country 3 and condemned 

at 
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at Miſiminſter-hall, for what he will never be 
charged with at che day of judgment. 

After ſtrictly examining my own heart, 
and conſulting ſome divines of great reputa- 
tion, I cannot accuſe myſelf of any [An- 
lice or wickedneſs againſt the publick ; of any 
daſgus to ſow ſedition; ot reflefline on the 
king and his miniflers ; or of endeavouring to 
alienate the affeflions of the people of this 
kingacm frem thoſe of England. All I can 
charge myſelf wich, is, a weak attempt to 
ſerve a nation in danger of deſtruction by a 
moſt wicked and malicious projector, without 
waiting until I were called to its aſſiſtance, 
Which attempt, however it may, perhaps, 
give me the title of pragmatical and ober- 
abeening, will never lie a burthen upon my 
conſcience, God knows whether I may not, 
with all my caution, have already run myſelf 
into a ſecond danger by offering thus much in 
my own vindication. For I have hcard of a 
judge, who, upon the criminal's appeal to 
the dreadful day tf judgment, told him, he 
had incurred a premuuire for appentling to a 
foreign juriſdiftion : and of another in Wales, 
who feverely checked the priſoner ſor offering 
the ſame plea ; taxing him with reflecting on 
the court by ſuch a compariſon ; becauſe com- 
pariſens were odious. | 

But, iu order to make ſome excuſe for be- 
ing more ſpeculative than others of my con- 


[] Articles mentioned in the jndiftment and 
pruclamation, 1 
dition, 
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dition, I deſire your lordſhip's pardon, while 
I am doing a very fooliſh thing; which is to 
give you ſome little account of myſelf. 

I was bred at a free-ſchool, where I ac- 
quired ſome little knowledge in the latin 
tongue. I ſerved my apprenticeſhip in Lon- 
don, and there ſet up for myſelf with good 
ſucceſs; until, by the death of ſome friends, 
and misfortunes of others, I returned into this 
kingdom ; and began to employ my thoughts 
in cultivating the avoo/len manufacture through 
all its branches; wherein I met with great 
diſcouragement, and powerful oppoſers, whoſe 
objections appeared to me very ſtrange and 
ſingular. They argued, that the people of 
England would be offended, if our manufac- 
tures were brought to equal theirs: and even 
ſome of the abeaving trade were my enemies; 
which I could not but look upon as abſurd 
and unnatural. IT remember your lordſhip, at 
that time, did me the honour to come into 
iny ſhop, where I ſhewed you [o] a piece of 
black and white fluff juſt ſent from the dyer ; 
which you were pleated to approve of, and 
be my cuſtomer for. 

However, I was ſo mortified, that IT reſolv- 
ed, for the future, to fit quietly in my ſhop, 
and deal in common goods, like the reſt of my 
brethren ; until it happened fome months 
ago, conſidering with myfelf, that the loaver 


— 


fort of people wanted a plain, flrong coarſe 


{ 0] By this is meant, the Propoſal for the univer- 
fat uſe of Iriſh mani facturen. 
Huf 


E 131 


Ha to defend them againft cold eaſterly winds, 
tohich then blew wery fierce and blaſting for 


a long time together; I contrived one on pur- 


poſe, which fold very well all over the king- 
dom, and preſerved many thouſands from 


agues. I then made a [p] ſecond and a third 
kind of fuffs for the gentry, with the ſame 
ſucceſs ; inſomuch, that an ague hath hardly 
been heard of for ſome time. | 
This incited me fo tar, that J ventured up- 
on a [q] fourth piece made of the beſt 1r:/þ 
wool I could get; and I thought it grave and 
rich enough to be worn by the beit lord or 
judge of the land. But, of late, ſome great 
folks complain, as I hear, that when they had 
it on, they felt a ſhuddering in their limbs, 
and have thrown it off in a rage; curſing to 
hell the poor drapier, who invented it: fo 
that I am determined never to work for per- 


ſons of” quality again; except for your lordſhip 


and a very feww more. 

I aflure your lordſhip, upon the word of 
an honeſt citizen, that I am not richer, by 
the value of one of Mr. Wood's half-pence, 
with the ſale of all the ſeveral fuffs I have 
contrived : for I give the whole profit to the 
dyers and prefers Ir]. And therefore I hope 
you will pleaſe to believe, that no other mo- 
tive, beſides the love of my country, could 


2] The Drapier's three firſt letters. 
7 The fourth letter, againſt which the procla- 
mation was ifTued, 

L Printers, 
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engage me to buſy my head and hands, to the 
loſs of my time, and the gain of nothing 
but vexati9z and ill will, 

I have now in hand one piece of fluff to be 
woven on purpole for your lordſhip ; although 
I might be aſhamed to offer it to you, after I 
kave confeſſed, that it will be made only from 
the [s] Areds and remnants of the wool em- 
Hoyed in the former. However, I ſhall work 
it up as well as I can; and at worſt, you 
ne-d only give it among your tenants. 

I am very ſenſible, how ill your lordſhip is 
like to be cntertained with the pedantry of a 
drapicr in the terms of his own trade, How 
will the matter be mended, when you find 
me entering again, although very ſparingly, 
into an affair of ſtate? for ſuch is now 
grown the controverſy with Mr. Wood, if 
tome great lawyers are to be credited. And 
as it often happens at play, that men begin 
with farthings, and go on to gold, till ſome 
of them lote their 3 and die in jail; 
ſo it may, poflibly, fall out in my caſe, that, 
by playing too long with Mr. Wood's half- 
p-_ I may be drawn in to pay a fire dou- 

le to the reward for betraying me; be ſent 
to priſon, and rot to be delivered thence until 
I ſhail have paid the uttermoſt farthing. | 

There are, my lord, three forts of perſons, 
with whom I am reſolved never to diſpute : 
2 highway-man with a piſtol at my breaſt ; 
& troop of dragoons, who come to plunder my 


[5] Meaning the preſęnt letter, 
: houſe; 
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houſe ; and a mar of the Iaw, who can make 
a merit of accuſing me. In each of theſe 
caſes, which are almoſt the ſame, the beſt me- 
thod 1s to keep out of the way ; and the next 
beſt is to deliver your money, ſurrender your 
houſes, and confeſs nothing. 

I am told, that the two points in my laſt 
letter, from which an occaſion of offence 
hath been taken, are, where I mention his 
majeſty's anſwer to the addreſs of tlie houſe 
of lords upon Mr. Wood's patent; and where 
I diſcourſe upon Ireland's being a dependent 
kingdom. As to the former, I can only ſay, 
that I have treated it with the utmoſt reſpect 
and caution; and I thought it neceſſary to 
ſhew where Wood's patent differed in many 
eſſential parts from others, that ever had been 
granted; becauſe the contrary had, for want 
of due information, been ſo ſtrongly and fo 
largely aſſerted. As to the other, of Ireland's 
dependency; I confeſs to have often heard it 
mentioned, but was never able to underſtand 
what it meant. This gave me the curioſity 
to enquire among ſeveral eminent lawyers, 
who profeſſed they knew nothing of the mat- 
ter. I then turned over all the ſtatutes of 
both kingdoms without the leaſt information, 
further than an 1r:/þ act, that I quoted, of the 
33d of Henry VIII. uniting Ireland to Eng- 
land under one king. I cannot ſay, I was 
forry to be diſappointed in my ſearch, becauſe 
it is certain, I could be contented to depend 
only upon God and my prince, and the /awws 
of* my own country, after the manner of other 

| 4 nations. 
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nations. But ſince my betters are of a differ- 
ent opinion, and deſire further dependencies, 
I ſhall outwardly ſubmit ; yet ſtill inſiſting in 
my own heart upon the exception I made of 
M. B. drapier. Indeed that hint was bor- 
rowed from an idle ſtory I had heard in Eng- 
land, which, perhaps, may be common and 
beaten ; but becaule it zn/inuates neither trea- 
ſon nor ſedition, I will juſt barely relate it. 

Some hundred years ago, when the peers 
were ſo great, that the commons were looked 
upon as little better than their d-pendents, a 
bill was brought in for making ſome new ad- 
ditions to the power and 228 ol the peer- 
age. After it was read, one Mr. Drue, a 
member of the houſe, ſtood up, and ſaid, he 
very much approved the bill, and would give 
his vote to have it paſs; but however, for 
ſome reaſons beſt known to himſelf, he de- 
fired that a clauſe might be inſerted for ex- 
cepting the family of the Drues. The oddneſs 
of the propoſition taught others to reflect a 
little; and the bill was thrown out. 

Whether I were miſtaken, or went too far 
in examir.ing the dependency, mult be left to 
the impartial judgment of the world, as well 
as to the courts of judicature; although, in- 
deed, not in ſo efetual and decide a man- 
ner. But to affirm, as I hear ſome do, in 
order to countenance a fearful and ſervile 
ſpirit, that this point did not belong to my 
fubjen, is a falſe and fooliſh objection. There 
were ſeveral ſcandalous reports induſtriouſly 
ſpread 


— 
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tpread by Mood and his accomplices, to dif-. 
courage all oppoſition againſt his infamous 
project. They gave it out, that we were 
prepared for a rebellion; that we diſputed the 
king's prerogative, and were ſhaking off our 
dependency. The firſt went ſo far, and ob- 
tained ſo much belief againſt the moſt viſible 
demonſtrations to the contrary, that a great 
perſon of this kingdom, now in England, 
lent over ſuch an account of it to his friends, 
as would make any good ſubject both grieve 
and tremble. I thought it therefore noceſ- 
ſary to treat that calumay as it deſerved. 
Then I proved, by an invincible argument, 
that we could have no intention to diſpute 
his majeſty's prerogative ; becauſe the proroe 
gative was not concerned in the queſtion 
the civilians and lawyers of all nations agree- 
ing, that copper is not money. Ani laſtly, 
to clear us from the imputation of ſhaking off 
our dependency, I ſhewed wherein I thought, 
and ſhall ever think, this dependence conſiſted; 
and cited the ſtatute above mentioned to be 
made in Ireland; by which it is enacted, 
that whoever is king of England, fall be 
king of Ircland ; and that the two kingdoms 
ſhall be for ever knit together under one bing. 
This, as I conceived, did wholly acquit us 
of intending to break our dependency ; be- 
cauſe it was altogether out of our power: 
tor ſurely no king of England will ever con- 
ſent to the repeal of this ſtatute. 

But upon this article I am charged with 
a heavier accuſation, It is ſaid I avert 709 


I 2 far, 
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far, when I declared, that if ever the Pre- 


tender ſhould come to be fixed upon the throne 
of England (which God forbid) I would jo 


Jar venture to tranſgreſs this flatute, that | 


would loſe the laſt drop f my blood, before I 
bould ſubmit to him as king of Ireland. 

This I hear on all ſides is the ſtrongeſt and 
weightieſt objection againſt me; and which 
hath given the moſt offence ; that I ſhould be 
ſo bold to declare againſt a direct ſtatute ; 


and that any motive, how ſtrong ſoever, could 


make me reject a king, whom England ſhould 
receive. Now, if, in defending myſelf from 
this accuſation, I ſhould freely confeſs, that 
I went too far ; that the expreſſion was very 
indiſcreet, although occaſioned by my zeal 
for his preſent majeſty, and his proteſtant 
line in the houſe of Hanover; that I ſhall be 
careful never to offend again in the like kind; 
and that I hope this free acknowledgment 
and ſorrow for my error will be ſome attone- 
ment, and a little ſoften the hearts of my 
powerful adverſaries : I ſay, if I ſhould offer 
ſuch a defence as this, I do not doubt but 
ſome people would wreſt it to an ill meaning 
by a ſpiteful interpretation. And therefore, 
ſince I cannot think of any other anſwer, 
which that paragraph can admit, I will leave 
it to the mercy of every candid reader; but 
ſtill without recanting my own opinion. 

I will now venture to tell your lordſhip a 
ſecret, wherein I fear you are too deeply con- 
_ You will therefore pleaſe to know, 

hat this habit of writing and diſcourſing; 
wherein 
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wherein J unfortunately differ from almaſt 
the whole kingdom, and am apt to grate the 
ears of more than I could wiſh, was acquired 
during my apprenticeſhip in London, and a 
long relidence there after I had ſet up tor 
myſelf. Upon my return and ſettlement here, 
I thought I had only changed one country of 
freedom for another, I had been long con- 
verſing with the writings of your lordſhip, 
Mr. Locke, Mr. Molineux, colonel Siduey [I], 
and other dangerous authors, who talk of 
liberty as a bleſſing, to which the whole race 
of mankind hath an original title; wvhereof 
nothing but unlawful force can diveft them. 
1 knew a great deal of the ſeveral Gothick in- 
ſtitutions in Europe; and by what incidents 
and events they came to be deſtroyed: and I 
ever thought it the moſt uncontrouled and 
univerſally agreed maxim, that freedom con- 
fiſts in a people's being governed by laxvs made 
with their own conſent ; and ſlavery in the 
contrary. I have been likewiſe told, and 
believe it to be true, that liberty and property 
are words of known uſe and ſignification in 
this kingdom; and the very lawyers pretend 
to underſtand, and have them often in their 
mouths. Theſe were the errors which have 
miſled me; and to which alone I muſt im- 
pute the ſevere treatment I have received. 
But I ſhall, in time, grow wiſer, and learn 


Le] He publiſhed a book in the reign of king Wil- 
liam III. entitled, the State of Denmark, with a 
large Preface, 
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fo conſider my driver, the road I am in, and 
with whom I am yoled. This J will venture 
to ſay ; that the boldeſt and moſt obnoxious 
words I ever delivered, would, in England, 
have only expoſed me as a ſtupid fool, who 

ent to prove, that he ſun ſhone in a clear 
a mmer's day : and I have witneſſes ready to 

epoſe, that your lordſhip hath ſaid and writ 
fifty times worſe; and, what is ſtill an ag- 
Sravation, with infinitely more wit and learn- 
ing, and ſtronger arguments: ſo that, as po- 
liticks run, I do not know a perſon of more 
exceptionable principles than yourſelf : and, 
If ever 1 ſhall be diſcovered, I think you will 
be bound in honour to pay my fine, and ſup- 
port me in priſon ; or elſe I may chance to 
inform againſt you by way of repriſal. 

In the mean time, I beg your lordſhip to 
receive my confeſſion ; that, if there be any 
ſuch thing as a dependency of Ireland upon 
England, otherwite than as I have explained 
it, either by the lago of God, of nature, of 
reaſon, of nations, or of the land (which I 
all die rather than grant) then was the pro- 
clamation againſt me the molt merciful that 
ever was put out; and, inſtead of accuſing 
me as malicious, wicked, and ſeditious, it 
might have been directly as guilty of high 
treaſon. 

All l deſire is, that the cauſe of my coun- 
try, againſt Mr. Weed, may not ſuffer by any 
inadvertency of mine. Whether Ireland de- 
w upon England, or only upon God, the 
eng, and the laav; I hope no man will aſ- 


AS 
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ſert, that it depends upon Mr. Wood. I ſhould 
be heartily ſorry, that this commendable ſpirit 
againſt me ſhould accidentally (and what, J 
hope, was never intended) ſtrike a damp up- 
on that ſpirit, in all ranks and corporations 
of men, againſt the deſperate and ruinous 
deſign of Mr. Wood. Let my countrymen 
blot out thoſe parts, in my laſt letter, which 
they diſlike; and let no ru remain on my 


ſword to cure the wounds I have given to our 


moſt mortal enemy. When Sir Charles Sid- 
ley was taking the oaths, where ſeveral things 
were to be renounced, he ſaid, he loved re- 
nouncing ; aſked if any more were to be re- 
nounced ; for he was ready to renounce as 
much as they pleaſed. Although I am not 
ſo thorough a renouncer, yet let me have but 
good city ſecurity againſt this peſtilent coinage, 
and I ſhall be ready not only to renounce e- 
very ſyllable in all my four letters, but to 
deliver them chearfully with my own hands 
into thoſe of the common hangman, to be 
burnt with no better company than the coin- 
er's effigies, if any part of it hath eſcaped 
out of the ſecular hands of my faithful 
friends, the common people. 

But, whatever the ſentiments of ſome peo- 


ple may be, I think it is agreed, that many 


of thoſe, who ſubſcribed againſt me, are on 
the fide of a vaſt majority in the kingdom, 


no oppoſed Mr. Wood u]: and it was with 


ſu] As the Drapier's letters were written expreſly 
againſt Nod halt pence, it might be imagined that 


great 
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2 ſatisfaction, that I obſerved ſome right 
honourable names very amicably joined with 


my own at the bottom of a flrong declara- 


tion againſt him and his coin, But, if the 
admiſſion of it among us be already determin- 
ed, the worthy perſon, who is to beiray me, 
ought, in prudence, to do it with all conve- 
nient ſpeed; or elſe it may be difficult to 
find three hundred pounds ferl:ng for the diſ- 
charge of his hire, when the publick ſhall 
have loſt five hundred thouſand, if there be 
ſo much in the nation; beſides our fifths of 
its annual income for ever. 

I am told by lawyers, that, in quarrels be- 
tween man and man, it is of much weight, 
which of them gave the firſt provocation, or 
ſtruck the firſt blow. It is manifeſt, that 
Mr. Wood hath done both : and therefore I 
ſhould humbly propoſe to have him firſt 
hanged, and his droſs thrown into the fea : 
after which the drapzier will be ready to ſtand 
his trial. It auſt needs be that offences come, 


a proclamation againſt the author would produce an 
opinion, that to oppoſe Weod"'s half-pence was ille- 
gal, and ſubjeRed the party to pains and penalties : 
to prevent ſo fatal a miſtake, it is here remarked, that 
many of thoſe, who ſubſcribed the proclamation, 
were yet ſtrenuous oppoſers of VNecd's project. This 
diſtinction is yet more explicit in the letter to lord 
Middleton, which was written ſoon after the fourth 
letter, and intended to be the fifth, though for ſome 
reaſons deferred.---See the letter to lord Middleton, 
and the note prefixed. 
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but wo unto him by aubom the offence cometh. 


If Mr. Wood had held his hazd, every body 
elſe would have held their fongues: and then 
there would have been little need of paph- 
lets, juries, or proclamations upon this occa- 
ſion. The provocation muſt needs have been 
very great, which could ſtir up an obſcure, 


indolent drapier to become an author. One 


would almoſt think, the very fones in the 
ſtreet would riſe up in ſuch a cauſe : and T am 


not ſure they will not do ſo againſt Mr. Wood, 


if ever he comes within their reach. It is a 
known ſtory of the dumb boy, whoſe tongue 
forced a paſſage for ſpeech by the horror of 
ſeeing a I gras. at his father's throat. This 
may leſſen the wonder, that a tradeſman hid 
in privacy and filence ſhould cry out, when 
the life and being of his political zzother are 
attempted before Lis face, and by fo infamous 
a wretch. . | | 
But in the mean time Mr. Wood, the de- 
ſtreyer of a kingdom, walks about in triumph 
(unleſs it be true, that he is in jail for debt) 
while he, who endeavours to aſſert the liberty 
of his country, 1s forced to hide his head for 
occaſionally dealing in a matter of contro- 
very. However, I am not the firſt, who 
hath been condemned to death for gaining a 
great victory over a powerful enemy by dif- 
obeying, for once, the ſtrict orders of mili- 

tary diſcipline, | 
I I am now rclolved to follow (after the uſual 
proceeding of mankind, becauſe it is too late) 
the 
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the advice given me by a certain dean [ao]. 
He ſhewed the miſtake I was in, of truſting 
to the general good will of the people; that 
I had ated hitherto better than could be 
expected; but that fome unfortunate circum- 
ftantial lapſe would, probably, bring me 
within the reach of power: that my good 
intentions would be no ſecurity againſt hoſe, 
who watched every motion of my pen in the 
bitterneſs of my ſoul. He produced an in- 
ſtance of a perion as innocent, as diſintereſt- 
ed, and as well meaning as myſelf ; who 
had written [x] a very ſeafonable and inoffen- 
ſive treatiſe, exhorting the people of this 
kingdom. to wear their own manufactures ; 
for which, however, the printer was proſe- 
cuted with the utmoſt virulence ; the jury ſert 
back nine times; and the man given up to the 
mercy of the court. The dean further ob: 
ſerved, that I was, in a manner, left alone 
to ſtand the battle; while others, who had 


ten thouſand times better talents than a dra- 


bier, were ſo e as to lie ſtill; and, 
perhaps, thought it no unpleaſant amuſement 
to look on with ſifety, while another was 
giving them drver/icn at the hazard of his li- 
berty and fortune; and thought they made a 
ſufficient recompence by a little applauſe : 


whereupon he concluded with a ſhort Rory 


,] The author is ſuppoſed to mean himſelf, 
x] The author means himſelf again; in the diſ- 


courſe adviſing the people of Ireland to wear their 
own manufaQures, 
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of a Jeau at Madrid; who, being condemn- 
ed to the fire on account of his religion, a 
crowd cf ſchool-boys followed him to the 
ſtake, and f they might loſe their 

iGuld happen to recant, would 
often clap him on the back and cry, Sta firme, 


Moyſe ( Moſes, continue fledfaft ). 


I allow this gentleman's adviſe to have been 
very good, and his obſervations juſt; and, in 
one reſpect, my condition is worſe than that 
of the Few: for 20 recantation will ſave 
me. However, it ſhould ſeem, by /me late 
proceedings, that my ſtate is not altogether 
deplorable. This I can impute to nothing 
but che ſteadineſs of two impartial grand- 
juries ; which hath confirmed in me an opi- 
nion I have long entertained ; that, as plu- 
loſophers ſay, virtue is ſeated in the middle; 
ſo in another ſenſe, the little virtue left in 
the world is chiefly to be found among the 
middle rank of mankind, who are neither al- 
lured out of her paths by ambition, nor driven 
by poverty. 

Since the proclamation occaſioned by my 
laſt letter, and a due preparation for proceed - 
ing againſt me in a court of juitice, there 
have been two printed papers clandeſtinely 
ſpread about; whereof no man is able to trace 
the original, further than by conjecture 
which, with its uſual charity, lays them to 
my account. The former is entitled, dc 
fonable advice, and appears to have becu in- 
tended for information of the grand-juy, 


upon the ſuppoſition of a bill to he p epi e! 
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againſt that letter. The other is an extract 
from a printed book of parliamentary pro- 
ccedings, in the year 1680; containing an 
angry reſolution of the houſe of commons in 
England againſt difolving grand-juries. As 
to the former, your lordſhip will find it to 
be the work of a more artful] hand, than 
that of a common drapier. It hath been, 
cenſured for endeavouring to influence 
the minds of a jury, which ought to be 
wholly free and unbiaſſed; and for that rea- 
ſon it is manifeft, that no judge was ever 
known, either 2px or off the bench, either 
by himſelf or his dependents, to ule the leaft 
in/inuation, that might poſſibly affect the paſ- 
ſions or intereſts of any one ſingle jury-man, 
much leſs of a whole jury; whereot every 
man ft be convinced, who will juſt give 
himſelf the trouble to dip into the common 
printed trials: fo that it is amazing to think, 
what a number of zpright judges there have 
been in both kingdoms for above /ixty years 
oft ; which, conſidering how long they held 
their offices during pleaſure, as they Hill ds 
among us [y], I account next to a miracle. + 
As to the other paper, I wuſt confeſs it is 
a ſharp cenſure from an Fugliſb houſe of com- 
mons againſt difolving grand-juries by any 
judge before the end of the term, aſſizes, or 


[] Perhaps this may account for J/Þir/þcd's con- 
duct. See the notes prefixed to the Propoſal for the 
ſole uſe of Iriſh man«faftures, and ſuprradded to the 
Sgafenable advice to the grund- jury. k 

1 ſeſſions, 


2 
this — 
Vor. 
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ſeſſions, while matters are under their conſi- 
deration, and not preſented, as arbitrary, il- 
legal, deſtructive to publick juſtice, a mani- 
felt violation of his oath, and as a means to 
ſubvert the fundamental laws of the king- 
dom. 
However, the publiſher ſeems to have heen 
miftaken in what he aimed at. For what- 
ever dependence there ane be of Ireland upon 
England, I hope he would not inſinuate, that 
the proceedings of a lord chief-juftice in Ire- 
land muſt depend upon a reſolution of an Eng- 
liſh houſe of commons. Beſides that ras: 
tion, although it were levelled againſt a par- 
_ ticular lord chief-juſtice, Sir William Scroggs, 
yet the occaſion was directly contrary, For 
Scroggs diſſolved the grand-jury of London for 
fear they /hould preſent ; but ours in Dublia 
was diffokved, becauſe they would vat pre- 
ſent; which avorderfully alters the caſe. And 
therefore a ſecond grand-jury ſupplicd that de- 
fect by making a preſentment [] that plrajed 
the aubole kingdom. However, I think it is 
agreed by all parties, that both the one and 
the other jury behaved themſelves in ſuch a 
manner, as ought to be remembered to their 
honour, while there ſhall be any regard left 
among us for virtue or publick fririt | 

I am confident, your lordſhip will be of 
my ſentiments in one thing ; that ſome ſhort 
plain authentick tract might be publiſhed for 


(2) See the preſentment immediately preceding 
this letter, 
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the information both of per!y and grand- 
| juries, how far their power reacheth, and 
. where it is limited; and that a printed copy 
| of ſuch a treatiſe might be depoſited in every 
| court to be conſulted by the jurymen, before 
$% they conſider of their verdiat ; by which abun- 
dance of inconveniences would be avoided, | 
| vhicreof innumerable inſtances might be pro- a 
| duced from former times; becauſe I will ſay | 
nothing of the preſent, | 

I have read ſomewhere of an Eaſtern king, a 
who put a judge to death for an iniquitous 5 
ſentence; and ordered his hide i be fluffed N 
71:t9 A cuſbion, and placed upon the tribunal K 
for the {on to fit on, who was preferred to N 
his fatber's office, I fancy, ſuch a memorial 
might not. have been unuleful to a ſon of Sir 
William Scroggs, and that both he and his 
ſucceſſors would often <wriggle in their ſeats, | 
as long as the cuſhion laſted ; I wiſh the re- t 
lator had told us what number of ſuch cuſbions 
there might be in that country. 

I cannot but obſerve to your lordſhip, how 
nice and dangerous a point it is grown, for 
a private perſon to inform the people, even 
in an affair, where the publick intereſt and 
| ſafety are ſo highly concerned, as that of Mr. 

Wood; and this in a country, where loyalty is 
boden into the very hearts of the people, 
ſeems a little extraordinary. Sir William 
Scroggs was the firſt, who introduced that 
commendable acuteneſs into the courts of judi- 
cature; but how far this practice hath been 
imitated by his ſucceſſors, or ffrained upon 
| occaſion, 


— P ˙¹ g—— 


P 


— — ñ—— —ñ— — — 


6 


LETTER V. 147 


occa/ion, is out of my knowledge. When 
pamphlets, unpleafing to the miniſtry. were 
preſented as libels, he would order the offen- 
five paragraphs to be read before him; and 
laid 1t was range, that the judges and Jaw- 
yers of the k;ug's-bench ſhould be duller than 


all the people of England: and he was 


often ſo very happy in applying the initial 
letters of names, and expounding dubious 
hints, (the two common expedients among 
writers of that claſs for eſcaping the law) 
that he diicovered much ore than ever the 
authors intended; as many of them, or their 
printers, found to their coſt, If ſuch me- 
thods are to be followed in examining what 
I have already written, or may write here- 
after, upon the ſubject of Mr. Wood, I defy 
any man, of fifty times my underſtanding and 


_ caution, to avoid being entrapped : unleſs 


he will be content to write what none will 
read, by repeating over the old arguments 
and computations, whereof the world is al- 
ready grown weary. So that my good friend 
Harding hes under this dilemma; cither to 
let my learned works hang for ever a drying 
upon his lines; or venture to publiſh them 
at the hazard of being laid by the heels. 

I nced not tell your lordſhip where the 
difficulty lies: it is true, that the king and 
the laws permit us to refuſe this coin of Mr. 
Mood; but, at the ſame time, it is equally 
true, that the king and the laws permit us 
to receive it. Now, it is barely poſſible, 
that the miniſters, in England, may not 
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ſuppoſe the conſequences of uttering that 
braſs among us to be ſo ruinous as we ap- 
prehend ; becauſe, perhaps, if they under- 
itood it in that light, they would, in com- 
mon humanity, uſe their credit with his ma- 
jeſty for ſaving a moſt loyal kingdom from de- 


ſtruction. But as long as it ſhall pleaſe thoſe 


great perſons to think that coin will not be 
fo very pernicious to us, we lie under the diſ- 
advantage of being cenſured as obſtinate in 
not complying with a royal patent. There- 
fore nothing remains but to make uſe of that 
liberty, which the king and the /a2vs have 
left us, by continuing to refuſe this coin 
and, by frequent remembrances, to keep u 
that ſpirit raiſed againſt it, which otherwiſe 
may be apt to flag, and, perhaps, in time to 
fink altogether. For any publick order 
againſt receiving or uttering Mr. Wood's halt- 
pence is not reaſonably to be expected in this 
kingdom without directions from Eugland; 
which, I think, nobody preſumes, or is ſo 
ſanguine to hope. 

But to confeli the truth, my lord, I be- 
gin to grow weary of my office as a writer; 
and could heartily wiſh it were devolved up- 
on my brethren, the makers of ſongs and bal- 


Lade, who, perhaps, are the heſt qualified, 


at preſent, to gather up the gleanings of this 
controverſy. As to myſelt, it hath been my 
misfortune to begin, and purſue it upon a2 
wrong foundation. For, having detected the 
trauds and falſhoods of this vile impoſtor 
Moo in every part, I fooliſhly d ,ẽEd to 

have 
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have recourſe to whining, lamenting, and 
crying. for mercy ; but rather choſe to appeal 
to law and liberty, and the common rights of 
mankind, without conſidering the climate 1 
was in. 

Since 2 laſt reſidence in Ircland, I fre- 
quently have taken my nag to ride about 
your grounds; where I fancied myſelf to 
feel an air of freedom breathing round me; 
and I am glad the low condition of a tradeſ- 
man did not qualify me to wait on you at 

our houſe; for then, I am afraid, my writ- 
ings would not have eſcaped ſewverer cenſures. 
But I have lately ſold my nag, and honeſtly 
told his cranes fault, which was that of 
ſnuffing up the air about Brackdenflown ; 
whereby he became ſuch a lover of liberty, 
that I could ſcarce hold him in, I have like- 
wiſe buried at the bottom of a ſtrong cheſt 
your lordſhip's writings under a heap of 
others, that treat of liberty; and ſpread over 
a layer or two of Hobbs, Filmer, Bodin, and 
many more authors of that ſtamp, to be rea- 
dieſt at hand, whenever I ſhall be diſpoſed 
to take up a mew ſet of principles in governs 
ment, In the mean time, I deſign quietly 
to look to my ſhop, and keep as far out of 
your lordſhip's influence as poſſible : and, if 
you ever ſee any more of my writings on this 
ſubject, I promiſe you ſhall find them as in- 
nocent, as inſipid, and without a ſting, as 
what I have now offered you. But, if your 
lordſhip will pleaſe to give me an eaſy leaſe 
of ſome part of your * 0: in Yorkſhire, thi- 
K 3 ther 
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ther will I carry my cheſt; and, turning it 
npſide down, reſume my political reading 
where J left off; feed on plain homely fare, 
and live and die a free honeſt Ernglifh farmer; 
but not without regret for leaving my coun- 
trymen under the dread of the brazen talons 
of Mr. Mcd; my moſt loyal and innocent 
countrymen z to whom I owe fo much for 
their good opinjon of me, and my poor en- 
deavours to ſerve them. I am, with the 
greateſt reſpect, 


My lord, 
your lordſbipꝰs 
From my ſhop in St. moſt obedient, 
Francis ſr ect, Dec. 


14, 1724. and mol humble ſervant, 
M. B. 


Theſe papers (for the fxth and ſeventh let- 
ters were not publiſhed till long after- 
wards) prevailed, notwithſtanding threats, 
proſecutions, and impriſonment, against all 
the influence of power, and all the artifi- 
ces of cunning : perſons of every rank and 
every ſect united with the draprer in the 
common cauſe, his health was a perpetual 
toaſt, and his effigies were diſplayed in 
every ſtreet; Wood was compelled to with- 
draw his patent, and his half-pence were 
totally ſuppreſſed. 

BY 


UE 7: 


B V many paſſages in the following letter, 
and by the date af Oct. 6, 1724. it ap- 
pears to have been written ſoon after the 
proclamation againſt the drapier for his 
fourth letter, and before the jury had 
thrown out the bill of indictment. At 
this criſis, perhaps, the dean did not chuſe 
to reſume a character which was become 
obnoxious, and therefore wrote in his own : 
the original was figned with his name, 
though 1t appeared to have been obliterated 
by another hand: for ſome reaſon the pub- 
lication of it was delayed, and it was firſt 
priated in an edition of the dean's works 
publiſhed at Dublin in 1735. This how- 
ever is not the only reaſon why it is placed 


after the fifth letter, for the fifth letter ap- 1 | 
pears to have been ſubſtituted in its ſtead, 3K 


and not intended to follow it. The fourth 15 
letter, both in this and in the fifth is cal- | 
led the /aff, which could not have happened 
if both had been parts of the ſame ſeries. 

The reader will now eafily account for thoſe 
paſſages in the ſixth, by which the proſe- 
cution againſt Harding appears to be de- 


pending, though in the fifth it is mentioned 1 
as palt, i 
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TO THE 


LORD CHANCELLOR 
MIDDLETON[a]. 


Written in the Lear 1724. 


My LoRD, 


1 Deſire you will conſider me as a member, 
who comes in at the latter end of a de- 
bate; or as a lawyer, who ſpeaks to a cauſe, 
when the matter hath been almoſt exhauſted 
by thoſe who ſpoke before. 

I remember ſome months ago I was at your 
houſe upon a commiſſion, where I am one 
of the governors ; but I went thither not ſo 
much on account of the commiſſion, as to 
alk you ſome queſtions concerning Mr. Wood” s 
patent to coin halt-pence for Ireland; where 
you very treely told me, in a mixt company, 
how much you had been always againſt that 


[a] He ſigned the proclamation againſt the dra- 
Fier. | 


wicked 
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wicked project [b]; which raiſed in me an 
eſteem for you ſo far, that I went, in a few 
days, to make you a. viſit after many years 
intermiſſion. I am likewiſe told, that your 
ſon wrote two letters from London (one of 
which I have ſeen) empowering thoſe, to 
whom they were directed, to aſſure his friends, 
that whereas there was a malicious report 
ſpread of his engaging himſelf to Mr. Wal- 
Fole for forty thouſand pounds of Wood's coin 
to be received in Ireland, the ſaid report was 
falſe and groundleſs; and he had never dii- 
courſed with that miniſter on this ſubject, nor 
would ever give his conſent to have one far- 
thing of the ſaid coin current here. And 
although it be long ſince I have given myſelf 
the trouble of converſing with people of titles 
or ſtations; yet I have been told by thoſe, 
who can take up with ſuch amuſements, that 
there is not a conſiderable perſon of the king- 
dom ſcrupulous in any fort to declare his opi- 
nion. But all this is needleſs to alledge, 
when we conſider, that the ruinous conſe— 
quences of Wood's patent have been fo ſtrongly 
repreſented by both houſes of parliament ; by 
the privy-council; the lord-mayor and alder- 


men of Dublin; by ſo many corporations; 


and the concurrence of the principal gentle- 
men, in moſt counties, at their quarter-ſeſ- 


[5] Lord Middleton, though he ſigned the procla- 
mation againſt the drapi-r, was yet an enemy to 
Wi 04's project, as appears by ſeveral paſſages in this 
letter. 


K 5 ſione, 


—— 


— — ww a — 
* 1 4 * 


— 


— — — 


— 
— 2 ů ů — ů ů 
* * as 


154 TO LORD MIDDLETON. 


ſions, without any regard to party, religion, 
or nation. 

I conclude from hence, that the currency 
of theſe half-pence would, in the univerſal 
opinion of our people, be utterly deſtrutive 
to this kingdom; and, conſequently, that it 
is every man's duty not only to refuſe this 
coin himſelf, but, as far as in him lies, to 
perſuade others to do the like: and whether 
this be done in private or in print, is all a 
caſe; as no layman is forbidden to write, or 
to diſcourſe upon religious or moral ſubjects, 
although he may not do it in a pulpit (at 
leaſt in our church). Neither 1s this an af- 
fair of ſtate, until authority ſhall think fit to 
declare it ſo: or, if you ſhould underſtand 
it in that ſenſe, yet you will pleaſe to conſi- 
der, that T am not now preaching. 

Therefore I do think it my duty, ſince the 
drapier will, probably, be no more heard of, 
ſo far to ſupply his * as not to incur his 
fortune: — I have learnt from eld expe- 
rience, that there are times wherein a man 
ought to be cautious, as well as innocent. 
I therefore hope, that, preſerving both thoſe 
characters, I may be allowed, by offering 


new arguments, or enforcing old ones, to re- 


freſh the memory of my felſow- ſubjects, and 
keep up that good ſpirit raiſed among them 
to preſerve themſelves from utter ruin by law- 
ful means, and ſuch as are permitted by his 

majeſty. 
I believe you will pleaſe to allow me two 
propoſitions : Firſt, that we are a moſt loyal 
people; 
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people; and fecondly, that we are a free peo- 
ple, in the common acceptation of that word 
applied to a ſubje& under a limited monarch. 
I know very well, that you and I did, many 
years ago, in diſcourſe, differ much, in the 
preſence of lord Wharton, about the mean- 
ing of that word liberty with relation to Ire- 
land. But if you will not allow us to be 
a free people; there is only another appella- 
tion left, which, I doubt, my lord chief juſ- 
tice Mitſbed would call me to account for, 
if I venture to beſtow : for I obſerved (and 
I ſhall never forget upon what occaſion) the 
device upon his oonch to be Libertas & na- 
tale ſolum, at the very point of time when he 
was fitting in his court, and perjuring him- 
ſelf to betray both [o]. 

Now, as for our loyalty to his preſent ma- 
peſty ; if it hath ever been . in any 
other part of his dominions, I am ſure it hath 
never been exceeded: and I am confident he 
hath not a miniſter in England, who could 
ever call it once in queſtion ; but that ſome 
hard rumours at leaſt have been tranſmitted 
from the other fide the water, I ſuppoſe you 
will not doubt: and rumours of the ſevereſt 
kind; which many good people have imputed 
to the indirect proceeding of Mr. Mood and 
his emiſſaries: as if he endeavoured it ſhould 
be thought, that our loyaity depended upon 
the teſt of retuting or taking his copper. 


[-] See The efdreſs to beth boufes of parliament, 
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Now, as I am ſure you will admit us to be a 
loyal people; ſo you will think it pardonable 
in us to hope for all proper marks of favour 
and protection from ſo gracious a king, that 
a loyal and free people can expect: among 
which, we all agree in reckoning this to be 
one; that Mod's half-pence may never have 
entrance into this kingdom. And this we 
ſhall continue to 2v7/h, when we dare no long- 
er expreſs our wiſhes; although there were 
no ſuch mortal as a draprer in the world. 

I am heartily ſorry, that any writer ſhould, 
in a cauſe ſo generally approved, give occa- 
fion to the government and conncil to charge 
him with [4] paragraphs “ highly reflecting 
e upon his majeſty and his miniſters; tend- 
c ing to alienate the affections of his good 
& ſubjects, in England and Ireland, from 
hy ach other; and to promote {edition among 
ce the people.” I muſt confeſs, that with 
many others I thought he meant well ; al- 
though he might have the failing of better 
writers, to be not always fortunate in the 
manner of expreſſing himſelf. 

However, ſince the drapier is but one man, 
I ſhall think I do a publick ſervice by aſſert- 
ing, that the reſt of my countrymen are 
wholly tree from learning out of / pamphlets 
to reflect on the king or his miniſters, and to 
breed ſedition. 

I ſolemnly declare, that I never once heard 
the leaſt reflexion caſt upon the king on the 


[4] In the Drapier's fourth letter. 
| __ ſubjet 
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ſabje&t of Mr. Wood's coin: for, in many 
diſcourſes on this matter, I do not remember 
his majeſty's name to be ſo much as mention- 
ed. As to the miniſtry in England, the only 
two perfons hinted at were the duke of Graf- 
ton and Mr. Walpole : the former, as I have 
heard you, and a hundred others affirm, de- 
clared, that he never ſaw the patent in favour 
of Mr. Wood, before it was paſſed, although 
he was then lord lieutenant: and therefore, 
I ſuppoſe, every body believes, that his grace 
hath been wholly unconcerned in it ever 
lince. 

Mr. Walpole was, indeed, ſuppoſed to be 
underſtood by the letter V/. in ſeveral news 
papers; where it is ſaid, that ſome expreſſions 
fell from him not very favourable to the 
people of Ireland; for the truth of which 
the kingdom is not to anſwer, any more than 
for the diſcretion of the publiſhers. You 
obſerve, the drapier wholly clears Mr. Wal- 
pole of this charge by very ſtrong arguments; 
and ſpeaks of him with civility, I cannot 
deny myſelf to have been often preſent, where 
the company gave their opinion that Mr. Wal- 
pole tavoured Mr. Wood's projects, which J 
always contradicted ; and, for my own part, 
never once opened my lips againſt that mini- 
{ter either in mixed or particular meetings: 
and my reaſon for this reſervedneſs was 
becauſe it pleaſed him, in the queen's time (I 
m-an queen Anne of ever blefled memory) to 
make a ſpeech directly againſt me by name in 
the houſe of commons, as I was told a very 
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few minutes after in the.court of requeſts by 
more than fifty members. 

But you, who are in a great ſtation here 
(if any thing here may be called great), can- 
not be ignorant, that whoever is underſtood 
by publick voice to be chief miniſter, will, 
among the general talkers, ſhare the blame, 
whether juſtly or no, of every thing that is 
diſliked ; which I could eaſily make appear 
in many inſtances from my own knowledge, 
while I was in the world; and particularly 
in the caſe of the [e] greateſt, the wiſeſt, and 
the moſt uncorrupt miniſter I ever converſed 
with. 

But, whatever unpleaſing opinion ſome 

ople might conceive of Mr. Walpole on ac- 
count of thoſe half-pence, I dare boldly affirm 
it was entirely owing to Mr. Wood. Many 
perſons of credit come from England have 
affirmed to me and others, that they have 
ſeen letters under his hand full of arrogance 
and inſolence towards Ireland, and boaſting 
of his favour with Mr. Walpole; which is 
highly probable; becauſe he reaſonably 
thought it for his intereſt to ſpread ſuch a 
report, and becauſe it is the known talent of 
low and little ſpirits, to have a great man's 
name perpetually in their mouths. | 

Thus I have ſufficiently juſtified the people 
of Ireland from learning any bad leſlon out 
of the drapier”s pamphlets with regard to his 
majeſty with his miniſters: and therefore, 
if thoſe papers wers intended to ſow {edition 


L Sappoſed to be the lard trcs erer Oxford. 
| among 
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among us, God be thanked, the ſeeds have 
fallen upon a very improper ſoil. 

As to alienating the affections of the people 
of England and Ireland from each other; I 
believe the drapier, whatever his intentions 
were, hath left that matter juſt as he found 
It. 

J have lived long in both kingdoms, as 
well in country as in. town” and therefore 
take myſelf to be as well informed as moſt 
men in the diſpoſitions of each people towards 
the other. By the people I underſtand here, 
only the bulk of the common people; and I 
defire no lawyer may diſtort or extend my 
meaning, | 

There 13 a vein of induſtry and parſimony, 
that runs through the whole — of Eng- 
land, which, added to the eaſineſs of their 
rents, makes them rich and ſturdy. As to 
Ireland, they know little more of it than they 
do of Mexico: farther than that it is a coun- 
try ſubject to the king of England, full ef 
boggs, inhabited by wild Jriſb papiſts, who 
are kept in awe by mercenary troops ſent. 
from thence: and their general opinion is, 
that it were better for England, if this whole 
ifland were ſunk into the fea: for they have 
a tradition, that every forty years there muſt 
be a rebellion in Ireland, I have ſeen the 
groſſeſt ſuppoſitions paſs upon them: that the 
a Ir:ſh were taken in toyls; but that, in 
{ome time, they would grow ſo tame, as ta 
ext out of your hands: I have been aſked 
by hundreds, and particularly by my N 

ours 
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bours, your tenants, at Pepperhara, whether 
I had come from Ireland by fea : and upon 
the arrival of an 1ri/þhman to a country town, 
I have known crouds coming about him, and 
wondering to fee him look ſo much better 
than themſelves. 

A gentleman now in Dublin affirms, 
that, paſſing ſome months ago through North- 
ampton, and finding the whole town in # 
hurry, with bells, bonfires, and illumina- 
tions; upon aſking the cauſe, he was told, 
It was for joy, that the Iri/þ had ſubmitted 
to receive Wood's half-pence. This, I think, 
lainly ſhews what ſentiments that large town 
hath of us; and how little they made it their 
own caſe; although they lie directly in our 
way to London, and therefore cannot but be 
frequently convinced that we have human 
ihapes. 

As to the people of this kingdom, they 
conſiſt either of Triſh papi/ls, who are as in- 
conſiderable in point of power, as the wo- 
men and children; or of Fng!'ſh froteftants, 
who love their brethren of that kingdom, 
although they may, -potlibly, forartimes com- 


2 when they think they are hardly uſed: 


owever, I confeſs, I do not ſce that it is of 
any great conſequence, how their perſonal 
aftections ſtand to cach other, while the fea 
divides them, and while they continue in 
their loyalty to the fame prince. And yet L 
will appeal to you, whether thoſe from Eng- 
land have tcafor, to complain, when they 
| come 
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come hither in purſuit of their fortunes? or, 
whether the people of Ireland have reaſon to 
boaſt, when they go to England upon the ſame 
deſign ? 

My ſecond propoſition was, that we of 
Treland are a free eople: this, I ſuppoſe, 
you will allow, at Jeatt with certain limita- 
tions remaining in your own breaſt. How- 
ever, I am ſure it is not criminal to afhrm 
becauſe the words liberty and property, as ap- 

lied to the ſubject, are often mentioned in 
both houſes of parliament, as well as in yours 
and other courts below : from whence it muſt 
follow, that the people of Ircland do, or 
ought to enjoy all the benefits of the common 


and ſtatute law ; ſuch as to be tried by juries, . 


to pay no money without their own conſent 
as repreſented in parliament, and the like. 
If this be ſo, and if it be nniverſally agreed, 
that a free people cannot, by law, be com- 
pelled to take any money in payment, except 
og and ſilver; I do not ſee any man ſhould 
e hindered from cautioning his countrymen 
againſt this coin of Milliam Wood; who is 
endeavouring, by fraud, to rob us of that 
property, which the laws have ſecured. If I 
am miſtaken, and this copper can be obtruded 
on us, I would put the drapzer*s caſe in ano- 
ther light by ſuppoſing, that a perſon going 
into his ſhop ſhould agree for thirty ſhillings 
worth of goods, and force the ſeller to take 
his payment in a parcel of copper-pieces in- 
trinſically not worth above a crown; I 2 
we 
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fire to know whether the drapier would not 
be actually robbed of five and twenty ſhil- 
lings; and how far he could be ſaid to be 
maſter of his property? The ſame queſtion 
may be applied to rents and debts on bond 
er mortgage, and to all kind of commerce 
whattoever. 

Give me leave to do what the dra ier hath 
done more than once before me; which is, 


to relate the naked fact, as it ſtands in the 


view of the world. 

One William Wood, Eſq; and hard-ware- 
man, obtains, by fraud, a patent in England, 
to coin 108, 00 J. in copper to paſs in [re- 
land, leaving us |:herty to take or to refuſe, 
The people here, all forts of bodies and 
repreſentati , do openly and heartily de- 


clare, that they wil! net 2ccept this coin: to 


juſtify hee declarations, they generally offer 
two icalons; firit, betauſe by the words of 
the patent they ave loft ro their on choice; 
and ſetcondiy, becauſt they are not obliged 
by law: ſo that you. {ce there is, Beilum at- 
% vim, a kingdom on one fade, and Mil- 


tiam Wind on the other. And if Mr. Wood 
gets the victory, at the expence of Ireland's 
ruin, andthe profit of one or two hundred 
thouſ:nd pounds (1 mean by continuing, and 
counterteiting as long as he lives) for him- 
ſeifz I doubt, both prefent and future ages 
will, at leaſt, think it a very finguar ſcheme, 

If this fact be truly ſtated, I muſt confeſs, 
I look upon it as my duty, fo far as urs 

a 


LET TE RR VI. 163 


hath enabled me, and as long as I keep with- 
in the bounds of truth, of duty, and of de- 
cency, to warn my fellow- ſubjects, as they 
value their king, their country, and all that 
ought or can be dear to them, never to ad- 
mit this pernicious coin; no, not ſo much as 
one ſingle half-penny. For if one ſingle 
thief forces the door, it is in vain to talk of 
keeping out the whole crew behind. 

And while I ſhall be thus employed, I 
will never give myſelf leave to ſuppole that 
what I fay can either offend my [/] lord heu- 
tenant, whoſe perion and great qualities I 
have always highly. reſpetted (as I am ſure 
his excellency will be my witneſs) or the mi- 
niſters in England, with whom I have no- 
thing to do, or they with me ; much leſs the 
priwvy-council here; who, as I am informed, 
did fend an addreſs to his majeſty againſt Mr. 
Wood's coin; which, if it be a miltake, I 
deſire I may not be accuſed for a ſpreader of 
falte news: but I confeſs, I am fo great a 
ſtranger to affairs, that, for any thing I know, 
the whole body of the council may fince have 
been changed: and although I obtried tome 
of the very ſame names in a late declaration 
ao-mnſt that coin, which I faw fubicr:bed to 
tue proclamation apainit the dropier, yet, 
poſibly, they may be ditf.rent perſons: for 
they are utterly unknown to me, and are 
like to continue ſo. 


LV ] Lord Carteret, now earl Granville. 
| In 
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In this controverſy, where the reaſoners on 
each fide are divided by St. George's chaunel, 
his majeſty's prerogative, perhaps, would 
not have been mentioned, if Mr. Wood and 
his advocates had not made it neceſſary, by 
giving out, that the currency of his coin 

would be enforced by a proclamation, The 
traders and common people of the kingdom 
vere heartily willing to refuſe this coin; but 
the fear of a proclamation brought along 
with it moſt dreadful apprehenſions. It was 
therefore abſolutely neceſſary for the drapzer 
to remove this difkeulty; and, accordingly 
in one of his former pamphlets, he produced 
invincible arguments (wherever he picked 
them up) that the king's prerogative was not 
at all concerned in the matter; ſince the law 
had ſufficiently provided againſt any coin to 
be impoſed on the ſubject, except gold and 
filver; and that copper is not money, but, 
as it hath been properly called, aummorum 
Jamulus. 

The three former letters from the drapier 
having not received any publick cenſure, I 
look upon them to be without exception; 
and that the good people of the kingdom 
ought to read them often in order to Keep up 
that ſpirit raiſed againſt this deſtructive coin 
of Mr. Mood. As for this laſt letter, againſt 
which a proclamation is iſſued ; I ſhall only. 
fay, that I could with it were ſtripped of all 
that can be any way exceptionable; which I 
would not think it below me to undertake, 
if my abilities were equal; but being na- 
turally 
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turally ſomewhat ſlow of comprehenſion, no 
lawyer, and apt to believe the beſt of thoſe, 
who profeſs good deſigns without any viſible 


motive either of profit or honour; I might 


re for ever, without diſtinguiſhing the 
cockle from the corn. | 

That which I am told gives the greateſt 
offence in this laſt letter [g] is, where the 
drapier affirms, that, if a rebellion ſhould 
prove fo ſucceſsful, as to fix the pretender 
on the throne of Exgland, he would venture 
fo far to trangreſs the. Ir; ſtatute, which 
unites Ireland to 1 under one king, as 
to loſe every trop of his blood to hinder him 
from being king of Ireland. 

I ſhall not preſume to vindicate any man, 
who openly declares he would tranſgreſs a 
ſtatute; and a ſtatute of ſuch importance: 
but, with the moſt humble ſubmiſſion and de- 
fire of pardon for a very innocent miſtake, 
I ſhould be apt to think, that the loyal in- 
tention of the writer might be, at leaſt, ſome 
ſmall extenuation of his crime: for, in this 
I confeſs myſelf to think with the draprer. 

I have not been hitherto told of any other 
objections againſt that pamphlet; but, I ſup- 
poſe, they will all appear at the proſecution 
of the drapier. And, I think, whoever in 
his own conſcience believes the ſaid pamphlet 
to be wicked and malicious, ſeditious and ſcan- 
dalous, highly reflefting upon his majeſty and 
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eniniflers, &c. would do well to diſcover the 
author (as little a friend as I am to the trade 
of informers) although the reward of zool. 
had not been tacked to the diſcovery. I own, 
it would be a great ſatisfaction to me to hear 
the arguments not only of judges, but of 
lawyers, upon this caſe. Becauſe you can- 
not but know, there often happens occaſions, 
wherein it would be very convenient, that 
the bulk of the people thould be informed 
how they ought to conduct themſelves ; and 
therefore it hath been the wiſdom of Eugliſb 
parliaments to be very reſerved in limiting the 
we. When a bill is debating in either 
ouſe of parliament there, nothing is more 
uſual, than to have the controverſy handled 
by pamphlets on both ſides, without the leaſt 
animadverſion upon the authors. 

So here, in the caſe of Mr. Wood and his 
coin; ſince the two houſes gave their opinion 
by addreſſes, how dangerous the currency of 
that copper would be to Ireland, it was, 
without all queſtion, both lawful and conve- 
nient, that the bulk of the people ſhould be 
let more particularly into the nature of the 
danger they were in, and of the remedies 
that were in their own power, if they would 
have the ſenſe to apply them; and this can- 
not be more conveniently done, than by par- 
ticular perſons, to whom God hath given 
zeal and underſtanding ſufficient for ſuch an 
undertaking. Thus it happened in the caſe 
of that defirudtive project for a bank in Ire- 
land, which was brought into parliament a 
5 few 
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few years ago; and it was allowed, that the 
arguments and writings of ſome without doors 
contributed very much to reject it, 

Now, I ſhould be heartily glad, if ſome 
able lawyers would preſcribe the limits, how 
far a private man may venture in deliverin 
his thoughts upon publick matters: becauſe 
a true lover of his country may think it hard 
to be a quiet ſtander-by, and an indolent 
looker-on, while a publick error prevails, by 
which a whole nation may be ruined, Every 
man who enjoys property, hath ſome ſhare in 
the publick; and therefore the care of the 
publick is, in ſome degree, every ſuch man's 
concern. 

To come to particulars; I could wiſh to 
know, whether it be utterly unlawful in any 
writer ſo much as to mention the prerogative ; 
at leaſt ſo far as to bring it into doubt upon 
any point whatſoever: I know it 1s often 
debated in Veſtminſter-hall; and Sir Edward 
Coke, as well as other eminent lawyers, do 
frequently handle that ſubject in their books. 

Secondly, How far the prerogative extends 
to force coin upon this ſubject, which is not 
ſterling; ſuch as lead, braſs, copper, mixt 
metal, ſhells, leather, or any other material; 
and fix upon it whatever denomination the 
crown ſhall think fit ? 

Thirdly, What is really and truly meant by 
that phraſe of a depending kingdom, as appli- 
ed to Ireland, and wherein that dependency 
conſiſteth? 

Lafily, 
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Lafily, In what points relating to liberty 
and proper'y the people of Ireland differ, or 
at leaſt ought to differ, from thoſe of England? 
If theſe particulars were made ſo clear, 
that none could miſtake them, it would be of 
infinite eaſe and uſe to the kingdom; and ei- 
ther prevent or ſilence all diſcontents. 

My lord Sommers, the greateſt man I ever 
knew of your robe, and whoſe thoughts of 
Ireland differed, as far as heaven — earth, 
from thoſe of ſome others among his brethren 

here, lamented to me, that the prerogative of 

the crown, or the privileges of parliament, 
ſhould ever be liable to diſpute in any ſingle 
branch of either; by which, means, he ſaid, 
the publick often ſuffered great inconvenien- 
ces, whereof he gave me ſeveral inſtances. I 
produce the authority of ſo eminent a perſon 
to juſtify my delires, that ſome high points 
might be cleared. 

For want of ſuch known aſcertainment how 
far a writer may proceed in expreſſing his 
good wiſhes for his country, a perſon of the 
moſt innocent intentions may poſſibly, by the 
oratory and comments of lawyers, be charg- 
ed with many crimes, which, from his very 
ſoul, he abhors; and, conſequently, may be 
ruined in his fortunes, and left to rot among 

. thieves in ſome ſtinking jail, merely for miſ- 
taking the purlieus of the law. I have 
known, in my life-time, a printer proſecut- 
ed and convicted for publiſhing a [ pamph- 

L] Suppoſed to be, A propoſal for the univerſal 


uſe of Iriſh manufactures, written by the — f 
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let, where the author's intentions, I am con- 
fident, were as good and innocent as thoſe of 
a martyr at his laſt prayers. I did very late- 
ly, as I thought it my duty, preach to the 
people, under my inſpection, upon the ſub- 
ject of Mr. Wood's coin; and although I ne- 
ver heard that my ſermon gave the leaſt of- 
fence, as I am ſure none was intended, yet, 
if it were now printed and publiſhed, I can- 
not ſay, I would infure at from the hands of 
the common hangman, or my own perſon 
from thoſe of a meſſenger. 

I have heard the late chief juſtice Holt af- 
firm, that, in all criminal caſes, the moſt fa- 
vourable interpretation fhould be put upon 
words, that they can poſſibly bear. You 
meet the ſame poſition aiſerted in many trials 
for the greateſt crimes ; though often very ill 
practiſed by the perpetual corruption of judg- 
es. And I remember at a trial in Kext, 
where Sir George Rooke was indicted for call- 
ing a gentleman knave and villain, the law- 
ver, for the defendant, brought off his client 
by alledging, that the words were not injuri- 
ous : for knave, in the old and true ſignifica- 
tion, imported only a ſervant; and villain in 
Latin, 1s willicus, which 18 no more than a 
man employed m country labour, or rather a 
baily. | 

If Sir John Holt's opinion were a ſtandard 
maxim for all times and circumftances, any 
writer, with a very ſmall meaſure of diſcreti- 
on, might eaſily be ſafe; but J doubt, in 
vractice, it hath been frequently controuled, 

at 
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at leaſt before his time: for I take it to be an 
old rule in law, 

I have read, or heard, a paſſage of ſignor 
Leti an Italian; who, being in London, bu- 
ſying himſelf with writing the hiſtory of 
Grand, told king Charles the ſecond, that 
he endeavoured as much as he could to avoid 
giving offence, but found it a thing impoſſi- 
ble, although he ſhould have been as wiſe as 
Solomon. The king anſwered, that, if this 
were the caſe, hie had better employ his time 
in writing proverbs as Solomon did: but Lett 
lay under no publick neceſſity of writing 
neither would England have been one haif- 
penny the better or tlie worſe, whether he 
writ or no. 

This I mention, becauſe I know it will 
readily be objected ; what have private men 
to do with the publick ? what call had a dra- 
pier to turn politician, to meddle in matters 
of ſtate? would not his time have been bet- 
ter employed in looking to his ſhop 3 or his 
pen in writing proverbs, elegies, ballads, 
garlands, and wonders ? he would then have 
becn out of all danger of proclamations and 
proſecutions. Have we not able magiſtrates 
and counieilors hourly watching over the 
publick-weal? All this may be true: and 
yet when the addrcfies from both houſes of 
arliament againſt Mr. Wood's half pence 
Fal⸗d of ſucceis, if ſome pen had not been 
empioycd to inform the people how far they 
might legally proceed in refuſing that coin, 
to 


LETTER VI. 171 


to detect the fraud, the artifice, and inſolence 
of the coiner, and to lay open the moſt ruin- 
ous conſequences to the whole kingdom, 
which would inevitably tollow from the cur- 
rency of the faid coin, I might appeal to 
many hundred thouſand people, whether any 
one of them would ever had the courage or 
lagacity to refuſe it. | 
If this copper ſhould begin to make its 
way among the common ignorant people, we 
are inevitably undone. It is they who give 
us the greateſt apprehenſion, being eaſily 
trighted, and greedy to ſwallow miſ-informa« 
tions: for, if every man were wile enough to 
underftand his own intereſt, which is every 
man's principal ſtudy, there would be no need 
of pamphlets upon this occaſion: but, as 
things ſtand, I have thought it abſolutely ne- 
ceſſary, from my duty to God, my king, and 
my country, to inform the people, that the 
proclamation lately iſſued againſt the drapier 
doth not in the leaſt affect the caſe of Mr. 
Wood and his coin; but only refers to certain 
paragraphs in the draprer's lait pamphlet [l] 
(not immediately relating to his ſubject, nor 
at all to the merits of the cauſe) which the 
government was pleaſed to diilike; ſo that 
any man has the fame liberty to reject, to 
write, and to declare againſt this coin, which 


| he had before: neither is any man obliged 
to believe that thoſe honourable perſons 
(whereof you are the firſt) who figned that 


[:] The fourth Letter. 
2 memorable 
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memorable proclamation againſt the draper, 
have at all changed their opinions with regard 
to Mr. Wood, or his coin. 

Therefore, concluding myſelf to be thus far 
upon a ſafe and ſure foot, I ſhall continue, 
upon any proper occaſion, as God enables 
me, to revive and preſerve that ſpirit raiſed 
in the nation (whether the real author were 
a real drapier or no is little to the purpoſe) 
againſt this horrid deſign of Mr. Wood; at 
the ſame time carefully watching every ſtroke 
of my pen, and venturing only to incur the 
publick cenſure of the world as a writer, not 
of my lord chief juſtice W/hitfhed as a crimi- 
nal. Whenever an order ſhall come out by 
authority, forbidding all men, upon the high- 
eſt penalties, to offer any thing in writing or 
diſcourſe againſt Mr. Wood's half-pence, I 
ſhall certainly ſubmit. However, if that 
ſhould happen, I am determined to be ſome- 
what more than the laſt man in the kingdom 
to receive them ; becauſe I will never receive 
them at all : for, although I know how to be 
ſilent, I have not yet learned to pay active 
obedience againſt my conſcience, and the pub- 
lick ſafety. = 

I defire to put a caſe, which, I think, the 
drapier in ſome of his books hath put before 
me; although not ſo fully as it requires. 

You know the copper half-pence in Erg- 
land are coined by the publick ; and every 
piece worth pretty near the value of the cop- 
per. Now ſuppoſe, that, inſtead of the pub- 
lick coinage, a patent had been granted to 

{ome 
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{ume private, obſcure perſon for coining a 
proportionable quantity of copper in that 
kingdom, to what Mr. Hood is preparing in 
this; and all of it at leaſt five times below 
the intrinſic value: the current money of 
England is reckoned to be twenty millions; 
and ours under [+] five hundred thouſand 

ounds: by this computation, as Mr. Wood 
EA power to give us 108,000 pounds; fo 
the patentee in Exgland, by the ſame propor- 
tion might circulate four millions three hun- 
dred and twenty thouſand pounds; bchdes as 
much more by ftealth and counterfeits. I 
deſire to know from you, whether the patlia- 
ment might not have addreſied upon fuch an 
occaſion 3 what ſuccels they probably would 
have had; and how many draprers would 
have riten to peſter the world with pamph- 
lets: yet that kingdom would not be fo great 
2 ſufferer as ours in the like cale; becauſe, 
ther cath would not be conveyed into foreign 
countries, but lic hid in the cheſts of cautious 
thrifty men until better times. Then I de- 
fire, tor the ſatisfaction of the publick, that 
you will pleaſe to inform me, why this coun- 
try is treated in fo very ditterent a manner, in 
a point ot ſuch high importance; whether it 
be cn account of Pa:ning's act; of ſubordi- 
nation; dependence; or any other term of 
art, which I ſhall not contcit, but am too dull 
to underſtand, 


[*] Tt is fince funk to 200,000, 
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I am very ſenſible, that the good or ill ſuc- 
ceſs of Mr. Wood will affect you leſs than any 
perſon of conſequence in this kingdom ; be- 
cauſe I hear you are ſo prudent as to make 
all your purchaſes in England; and truly fo 
would J, if I had money, although I were 
to pay a hundred years purchaſe ; becauſe I 
ſhould be glad to poſſeſs a freehold, that 
covld not be taken from me by any law, to 
which I did not give my own conſent : and 
where I ſhould never be in danger of receiv- 
ing my rents in mixt copper at the loſs of 
ſixteen ſhillings in the pound. You can live 
in eaſe and plenty at Pepper-hara in Surry ; 
and therefore I thought it extremaly gencrous 
and publick ſpirited in you to be of the 
kingdom's fide in this diſpute by ſhewing, 
without reſerve, your diſapprobation of Mr. 
Wied's deſign; at leaſt if you have been fo 
frank to others as you were to me; which, 
indeed, I could not but wonder at, confider- 
ing how much we differ in other points; and 
therefore I could get but few believers, when 
I attempted to juſtify you in this article from 
your own words. 

I would humbly offer another thought, 
which I do not remember to have fallen un- 
der the drapier's obſervation. If theſe half- 
pence ſhould once gain admittance, it is 
agreed, that in no long ſpace of time, what 
by the clandeftine practices of the coiner, 
what by his own counterfeits, and thoſe of 
others either trom abroad or at home, his li- 
mited quantity would be tripled upon us, 

5 until 
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until there would not be à grain of gold or 
filver viſible in the nation. This, in my opi- 
nion, would lay a _ charge upon the 
crown, by creating a neceſſity of tran{mitting 
money from England to pay the ſalaries at 
leaſt of the principal civil officers: for I do 
not conceive how a judge (for inſtance) could 
ſupport his dignity with a thouſand pounds a 
year in Wood's coin; which would not intrin- 
ſically be worth near two hundred. To ar- 
gue that theſe half-pence, if no other coin 
were current, would anſwer the general ends 
of commerce among ourſelves, is a great 
miſtake, and the drapier hath made that 
matter too clear to admit an anſwer, by ſhew= 
ing us what every owner of Jand muſt be 
forced to do with the products of it in ſuch 
a diſtreſs. You may read his remarks at 
large in his ſecond or third letter; to which 
I refer you. 

Before I conclude, I cannot but obſerve, 
that, for ſeveral months paſt, there have more 


papers been written in this town, ſuch as 


they are, all upon the beſt publick principle, 
the love of our country, than, perhaps, hath 
been known in any other nation in ſo ſhort a 
time: I ſpeak in general from the dravier 
down to the maker of ballads; and all with- 
out any regard to the common motives of 
writers; which are profit, favour, and repu- 
tation. As to profit, I am aſſured by perſons 
of credit, that the belt ballad upon Mr. Wood 
will not yield above a groat to the author p 
an 
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and the unfortunate adventurer Harding [1] 
declares he never made the drapier any pre- 
ſent, except one pair of ſciſſars. And as to 
reputation, certainly no man of worth and 
learning would employ his pen upon fo tranſ- 
itory a ſubject, and in ſo obſcure a corner of 
the world, to diſtinguiſh himſelf as an au- 
thor. So that I look upon myſelf, the da- 
pier, and my numerous brethren, to be all 
true patriots in our ſeveral degrees. 

All that the publick can expect for the fu- 
ture is, only to be ſometimes warned to be- 
ware of Mr. Wood's half-pence; and to be 
referred for conviction to the rapie rea- 
fons. For a man of the moſt ſuperior un- 
derſtanding will find it impoſſible to make the 
beſt uſe of it, while he writes in conſtraint; 
perpetually ſoftening, correcting, or blotting 
out expreſſions, for fear of bringing his prin- 
ter, or himſelf, under a proſecution from my 
lord chief jfiſtice #h:tfhed. It calls to my 
remembrance the madman in don Quixote, 
who, being ſoundly beaten by a weaver for 
letting a ſtone (which he always carried on 
his ſhoulder) fall upon a ſpaniel, apprehend- 
ed that every cur he met was of the fame ſpe- 
cies. 

For theſe reaſons J am convinced, that 
what I have now written will appear low and 
inſipid ; but, if it contributes in the leaſt to 
preſerve that union among us for oppoling 
this fatal project of Mr. Mood, my pains will 
not be altogether loſt, | 
I The printer of the Drapier's letters. | 

I fent 
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I ſent theſe papers to an eminent lawyer 
(and yet a man of virtue and learning into 
the bargain) who, after many alterations, re- 
turned them back with aſſuring me that they 
are perfectly innocent; without the leaſt mix- 
ture of treaſon, rebcllion, ſedition, malice, 
diſaffection, reflexion, or wicked inſinuation 
whatſoever. 1 

If the bell man of each pariſh, as he goes 
his circuit, would cry out pray want Paſt 
welve a clock; Beware of Wood's half- 
pence; 1t would, probably, cut off the occa- 
ton for publiſhing any more pamphlets ; pro- 
vided that in country towns it were done up- 
on market-days. For my own part, as ſoon 
as it ſhall be determined, that it is not a- 
gainſt law, I will begin the experiment in the 
liberty of St. Patrick's; and hope my exam- 
le may be followed in the whole city. But, 
if authority ſhall think fit to forbid all 
writings, or diſcourſes upon this ſubject, ex- 
cept ſuch as are in favour of Mr. Wood, I 
will obey as it becomes me; only, when I am 
in danger of burſting, I will go and whiſper 
among the reeds, not any reflexion upon the 
wiſdom of my countrymen : but only theſe 
few words, BEWARE OF HOOD, HALF« 
PENCE. 


J am, 
with due reſpect, 
Deanry-houſe, your moſt obedient, 
Oct. 26, 1724. humble ſervant, 
J. 8. 
AN 


AN HUMBLE 


ADD R E S 8 [n 


T O 


Both Houſes of Parliament. 


By M. B. Drapier. 


Multa gemens plagaſque ſuperbi 
Victoris. 


1 HAVE been told, that petitions and ad- 

dreſſes, to either king or parliament, are 
the right of _ ſubject ; provided they con- 
ſiſt with that reſpe&t, which is due to prin- 
ces and great aſſemblies, Neither do I re- 


[+] This addreſs is without a date; but it appears 
to have been written during the firſt ſeſſion of parlia- 
ment in lord Carteret's government, though it did 
not appear till it was inſerted with the preceding let- 
ter in the Dublin edition of 174 5. 

Among other accuracies in the Jri/ſþ edition, two 
dates are aſſigned to the following tract; in the ad- 
vertiſement prefixed, it is ſaid to have been written 
the firſt ſeſſion of Carteret's government, and in the 
title page to be written before his arrival, 


member, 
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member, that the modeſt propoſals or opinions 
of private men have been ill received, when 
they have not been delivered in the ſtyle of 
advice; which is a preſumption far from m 
thoughts. However, if propoſals ſhould be 
looked upon as too aſſuming ; yet I hope, e- 
very man may be ſuffered to declare his own 
and the nation's wes, For inſtance ;, I 
may be allowed to av/h, that ſome further 
laws were enacted for the advancement of 
trade, for the improvement of agriculture, now 
ſtrangely neglected againſt the maxims of all 
wiſe nations ; for ſupplying the manifeſt de- 
fects in the acts concerning the plantation of 
trees: for ſetting the poor to work; and ma- 
ny others. 

Upon this principle I may venture to affirm, 
it is the hearty <vzþ of the whole nation, ve- 
ry few excepted, that the parliament in this 
ſeſſion would begin by ſtrictly examining into 
the deteſtable fraud of one Wiliam Wood, 
now or late of London, hard-ware- man; who 
illegally and clandeflinely, as appears by your 
own votes and addrefles, procured a patent 
in England for coining half-pence in that 
kingdom to be current here. This, I ſay, is 
the qui of the whole nation, very few ex- 
cepted ; and, upon account of thoſe fexw 13 
more ſtrongly and ju'lly the v7/h of the reſt : 


| thole ea conſiſting either of M, confe- 


deratcs, ſome obſcure tradeſmen, or certain 


bold UNDERTAKERS of weak judgment and 
ſtrong ambition, who think to find their ac- 


counts 
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counts in the ruin of the nation, by ſecuring 
or advancing themſelves. And becauſe ſuch 
men proceed upon a ſyſtem of politicks, to 
which I would fain hope you will be always 
utter ſtrangers, I ſhall humbly lay it before 
ou. 
: Be pleaſed to ſuppoſe me in a ſtation of fif- 
teen hundred pounds a year, ſalary and pers 
quiſites; and likewiſe poſſeſſed of 8ool. 4 
year real eſtate. Then ſuppoſe a deſtructive 
project to be on foot; ſuch, for inſtance, as 
this of Wood; which, if it ſucceed, in all 
the conſequences naturally to be expected 
from it, muſt ſink the rents and wealth of the 
kingdom one half (although I am confident, 
it would have done ſo five ſixths). Suppoſe, 
I conceive that the counterancing, or privately 
ſupforting this project, will pleaſe thoſe by 
whom I expect to be prejeryed, or higher ex- 
alted : nothing then remains, but to compute 
and ballance my gain and my loſs, and ſum 
up the whole, I ſuppoie that I ſhall keep 
my employment ten years, not to mention the 
fair chance of a better. This, at 1500. a 
year, amounts, in ten years, to 15,0004, My 
eſtate, by the ſueceſs of the ſaid project, ſinks 
4ool. a year; which, at twenty years pur- 
chaſe, is but 2oocl. to that I am clear gainer 
of 70oo!. upon the ballance. And during at! 
that period I am poſſeſſed of porver and cre- 
git, can gratify my fawourites, and take ven- 
geance on my enemitg. And, if the project 
miſcarry, my private 220747 18 ſtill entire. This 
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arithmetich, as horrible as it appears, I know- 
ingly affirm to have been praftifed, and ap- 
plied in conjunctures, whereon depended the 
ruin or ſafety of a nation : although, proba- 
bly, the charity and virtue of a ſenate will 
hardly be induced to believe, that there can 
be ſuch monſters among mankind. And yet 
the wiſe lord Bacon mentions a fort of peo- 
ple (I doubt the race is not yet extint) who 
would ſet a houſe on fire for the convenience 
of roaſting their own eggs at the flame, 

But whoever is old enough to remember, 
and hath turned his thoughts to obſerve, the 
courſe of publick affairs in this kingdom 
from the time of the revolution, mult ac- 
knowledge, that the higheſt points of intereſt 
and liberty have been often ſacrificed to the 
avarice and ambition of particular perſons, 
upon the very principles and arithmetich, that 
I have ſuppoſed : the only wonder is, how 
theſe artiſis were able to prevail upon num- 
bers, and influence even publick aſſemhlies to 
become inſtruments for eſfecting their execra- 
ble deſigns. 

It is, I think, in all conſcience latitude e- 
nough for vie, if a man in ation be allow- 
ed to act injuſtice upon the uſual yn of 
getting a bribe, wwreatins hs malice, ſerving 
his party, or conſulling his preferment, while 
his wickedneſs terminates in the zuin only of 
particular perſons. But to deliver up our 
avhole country, and every liying ul who in- 
habits it, to certain dultruction, hith not, 
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as I remember, been permitted by the moit 
favourable caſuiſis on the fide of corruption. 
It were far better, that all who have had the 
nigſortunc to be born in this kingdom, ſhould 
be rendered incapable of holding n employ- 
ment whatſocver above the degree of a con- 
flable (according to the ſcheme and intention 
of a[n] great minifter gone to his ox place), 
than to live under the daily apprehention of 
a few falſe brethren among ourſelves. Be— 
cauſe, in the former cate, we ſhould be whol- 
ly free from the danger of being betrayed ; 
fince none could H have impudence cnough 
to pretend any publick good. 

It is true, that, in this deſperate affair of 
the new Half feuce, I have not heard of any 
man, above my own degree of a ſhop-keeper, 
to have been hitherto ſo bold, as in dire 
terms to vindicate the fatal project 3 although 
T have been told of ſome very mollifying c- 
prefſions which were uſed, and very gentle cx- 
pedicnts propoſed and handed about, when it 
firſt came under debate: but ſince the cyes 
of the people have been ſo far opencd, that 
the moſt ignorant can plainly ſee their own 
ruin in the ſucceſs of Wood's attempt, theſe 
grand compounders have been more cautious. 

But that the ſame ſpirit ſtill fubſiſts, hath 
manifeſtly appeared (among other inſtances 
of great compliance) from certain cireun, ans 
ces, that have attended ſome late procecalings 
Le] in a court of juuicature, There is not 
ſn] The lite earl of Sunalerland. 

Le] By lord chict juitice I e whoſe method, 
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any common-place more frequently inſiſted 
on by thoſe, who treat of our conſtitution, 
than the great happincſs and excellency of 
trials by. juries ; yet, if this bleſſed part of 
our law be cludible at pleafure by the force of 
poaver, frowns, and artifice, ve hall have 
little reaſon to boaſt of our advantage in this 
particular oyer other ſtates or kingdoms in 
Europe. And ſurely theſe g proceedings, 
exerciſed in a point that ſo nearly concerned 
the life-blood of the people, their neceſſary 
ſubſiſtence, their very food and raiment, and 
even the publick peace, will not allow any 
favourable afpprarance; becauſe it was obvi- 
ous, that ſo much ſuper-abundant zeal could 
have no other deſign, or produce any other 
effect, than to damp that /p:rit raiſed in the 
nition againſt this accurſed ſcheme of William 
Nod and his abettors ; to which Hpirit alone 
we owe, and for ever muſt owe, our being 
hitherto preſerved, and our hopes of being 
preſerved for the future, if it can be kept up, 
and ſtrongly countenanced by your wiſe aſ- 
ſemblies. I wiſh I could account for ſuch a 
demeanor upon a more charitable foundation, 
than that of putting our intereſt in over-bal= 
{ince with the ruin of our country. 

I remember ſome months ago, when this 
affair was treſh in diſcourſe, a perſon nearly 


witha jury, may be ſeen in the ncte which follows 
rhe Pr:tofal fer the uſe of Iriſh manufactures, and 
that at the end of Scaſarable advice to the grand jury. 
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allied to SOMEBODY, or (as the hawkers 
called him) NorOD Y, who was thought deep- 
ly concerned, went about very diligently a- 
mong his acquaintance to ſhew the bad con- 
ſequences that might follow from any puh- 
lick reſentment to the diſadvantage of his 
ally, Mr. Mood; principally alledging the 
danger of all employments being diſpoſed of 
from England. One of theſe emfaries came 
to me, and urged the ſame tepick: I an- 
ſwered naturally, that J knew there was no 
office of any kind, which a man from Eng- 
land might not have, if he thought it worth 
his aſking ;' and that I looked upon all who 
had the diſadvantage of being born here, as 
only in the condition of leaſers and gleaners, 
Neither could I forbcar mentioning the known 
fable of the countryman, who entreated his 
aſs to fly for fear of being taken by the enc- 
my; but the aſs refuſed to give himſelf that 
trouble, and upon a very wile reaſon ; be- 
cauſe he could not poſhbly change his preſent 
maſter for a worſe : the enemy could not 
make him fare harder, beat him more cruelly, 
or load him with heawter burthens. 

Upon theſe and many other conſiderations, 
I may affirm it to be the avi/þ of the whole 
nation, that the power and privileges of ju- 
ries were declared, aſcertained, and confirm - 
ed by the legiſlature ; and that whoever hath 
been maniteitly known to violate them, might 
be fligmatized by publick cenſure ; not from 
any hope that ſuch a cenſure will amend their 
practices , 
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Practices, or hurt their zrt-reft (for it may 
probably operate quite contrary in both) but 
that the nation may know their enemies from 
their friends, 

I ſay not this with any regard or view to 
myſelf; for I write in great ſecurity ; and 
am reſolved that none ſhall zzerit at my ex- 
pence, further than by ſhewing their zeal to 
diſcower, proſecute, and condemn me for en- 
deavouring to do my duty in ſerving m 
country: and yet I am conſcious to myſelf, 
that I never had the leaſt intention to reflect 
on his majoſiy's minifters, nor on any other 
perſon, except William Wood, whom I neither 
did, nor do yet conceive to be of that num- 
ber. However, ſome would have it, that I 
uit too ar; but I ſuppoſe they will now 
allow themſelves miſtaken. I am ſure I might 
eaſily have gone further, and I think I could 
not eaſily have fared worſe. And therefore 
I was no further affected with their proclama- 
tion, and ſubſequent proceedings, than a good 
clergyman is with the ins of the people. 
And as to the poor prizter, he 1s now gone 
to appear before a higher, and before a righ- 
teous tribunal. 

As my intention is only to lay before your 
great aſſlemblies the general wiſhes of the na- 


tion; and as I have already declared it onr 


principal ih, that your firff proceeding 
would be to examine into the. pernicious fraud 
of Miiliam Mod; fo J muſt add, as the uni- 
verio] opinion, that all ſchemes of commutatt- 
vn, com, tion, and the like expedients, either 
M 3 | avowed 
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avowed or implied, will be of the moſt per- 
nicious conſequences to the publick ; againſt 
the dignity of a free kingdom; and prove an 
encouragement to future adventurers in the 
ſame deſtructive projects. For it is a maxim, 
which no man at preſent diſputes, that even 
a connivance to admit one thouſand pounds in 
theſe half-pence, will produce, in time, the 
ſame ruinous effects, as if we openly con- 
ſented to admit a million. It were therefore 
infinitely more ſafe and eligible to leave things 
in the doubtful, melancholy ſtate they are 
at preſent (which however God forbid) and 
truſt entirely to the general averſion of our 
people againſt this coin, uſing all honeſt en- 
deavours to preſerve, continue, and increaſe 
that averſion, than ſubmit to apply thoſe pal . 
latives which weak, perfidious, or abject po- 
liticians are, upon all occaſions, and in all 
diſeaſes, ſo ready to adminiſter. 

In the ſmall compaſs of my reading (which 
however hath been more extenſive than is 
uſual to men of my inferior calling) I have 
obſerved that gricwances have always preced- 
ed ſupfhie:, and it ever grievances had a title 
to ſuch a pre-eminence, it muſt be this of 
Wood : becauſe it is not only the greateſt 
grievance that any country could ſuffer, but 
a 3 of ſuch a kind, that, if it ſhould 
take effect, would make it impoſſible for us 
to give any ſupplies at all, except in adulte- 
rate copper; unlefs a tax were laid for paying 
the civil and military liſts, and the /arge pen- 
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Hons, with real commodities inſtead of mo- 
ney; which however might be liable to ſome 
few objections, as well as difficulties: for al- 
though the common ſoldiers might be content 
with beef and mutton, and wool, and malt, 
and leather; yet I am in ſome doubt as to 
the generals, the colonels, the numerous pen- 
fioners, the civil officers, and others, who all 
live in England upon Ir:jþ pay, as well as 
thoſe fexv who Ne among us only becauſe 
they cannot help it. 

There is one particular, which, although 


J have mentioned more than once in ſome of. 


my former papers, yet I cannot forbear to 
repeat, and a little enlarge upon it; becauſe 
1 do not remember to haye read or heard of 
the like in the hiſtory of any age or country; 
neither do I ever reflect upon 1t without the 
utmoſt aftoni/hment. 
After the unanimous addreſſes to his ſa- 
cred majeſty againſt this patent of Wood from 
both houſes of parliament, which are the 
three eſlates of the kingdom; and likewiſe an 
a{ldrels from the privy council, to whom, un- 
der the chief governors, the whole admini- 
{tration is intruſted; the matter is referred to 
a committee of council in London. Weed, 
and his adherents, are heard on one fide ; 
and a tew volunteers, without any truſt or 
direction from hence, on the other. The 
quetton (as TI ren.ember) chiefly turned upon 
the want of half-fence in Ireland: witneſſes 
are called on the bchalf of Vocd (of what 
M a. credit 
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credit I have formerly ſhewn [y]) upon the 
iſſue the patent is found good and legal; all 
his majeſty's officers here (net excepting the 
military) commanded to be aiding boy, al- 
fiſting to make it efſectual; the addreſſes of 
both houſes of parliament, of the privy coun— 
ci], ard of the city of Dublin, the declarati- 
ons of moſt counties und corporations through 
the Kingdom, are altogether laid afide, as of 
no weight, conſequence, cr conſideration 
whatſoever; and the whole Kingdom of Tre- 
land nonſuited in default of appearance; as if 
it were a private cauſe, hetween John Dew: 
plaintif, and William Row, defendant. 

With great reſpec to thoſe honourable per- 
ſons, the committee of council in London, 1 
have not underſtood them to he our governors, 
counſellors, or judges. Neither did our caſe 
turn at all upon the queſtion, whether Ireland 
wanted half-pence. For there is no doubt, 
but we do want both half-pence, gold, and 
ſilver; and we have rumberleſs other avants, 
and ſome that we are not ſo much as allowed 
to name, although they are peculiar to this 
nation: to which no other is tubjett, whom 
God hath bleſſed with religion and lune, or 
any degree of ſoil and ſunſhine : but for what 
dwerit on our fide 1 am altogether in the 
dark. 

But I do not remember, that our want of 
half-pence was either afnrmed, or denied in 


[e] in letter III. 
any 
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any of our addreſſes or declarations againſt 
thoſe of Nod. We aliedged the fraudulent 
obtaining and executing his patent, the baſe- 
neſs of his metal, and the prodigious ſum 
he coined, whick might be increaſed by ſtealth, 
from foreign importation, and his own coun- 
terieits, as well as thoſe at home; whereby 
we muſt intallibly loſe all our little gold and 
ſilver, and all our poor remainder of a very 
limited 2nd diſcouraged trade. We urged, 
that the patent was paſſed without the feaſt 
reference hither; and without mention of an 
ſecurity given hy Wood to receive his own half- 
pence upon demand; both which are contrary 
to all former proceedings in the like caſes. 

nele, aad many other arguments were of- 
fered ; but {til the patent went on, and, at 
this day, our ruin would have been half 
completed, if God, in his mercy, had not 
raiſed an univerſal deteſtation of theſe half- 
pence 1n the whole kingdom, with a firm re- 
folution never to receive them, ſince we are 
not under obligations to do ſo by any law 
either human or divine. 

But, in tue name of God and of all jaſtice 
and prety, when the king's majeſty was pleaſ- 
ed that this patent ſhould paſs, is it not to be 
underſtood, that he concerved, believed, and 
intended it as a gracious act, for the good 
and benefit of his ſubjects, for the advantage 
of n orcat and fruitful kingdom; of the moit 
loyal kingdom upon earth, where no hand or 
Doice was ever litted up againſt him; a king- 
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dom, where the paſſage is not of three hours 
from Britain, and a kingdom where pap ili, 
have leſs poaber, and leſs land than in Eng- 
land ? Can it be denied, or doubted, tha: 
his majeſty's miniſters underſtood and pro- 
poſed the ſame end, the good of this nation, 
when they adviſed the paſung this patent? 
Can the perſon of Wood be otherwiſe regard- 


— 


ed, than as the igſtrument, the mechanics, the 


head-wworkman, to prepare his furnace, his 
fuel, his metal, and his ſtamps? If I employ 
a ſhoe-boy, is it in view to his advantage, or 
to my own convenience ? 1 mention the per- 
fon of William Wood alone; becauſe uo other 
appears, and we arc not to_reafon upon /ur- 
miſes ; neither would it avail, if they had a 
real foundation. 

Allowing therefore (for we cannot do leſs) 
that this patent for the coining of half-pence 
was wholly intended by a gracious king, and 
a ewwiſe publick-ſpirited miniſtry, for the ad- 
vantage of Ireland; vet when the“ whole 
kingdom, to a man, for whoſe good the pa- 
tent was deſigned, de, upon matureſt conſi- 
deration, univerſally join in openly declaring. 
proteſting, addreſſing, petitioning againſt theſe 
half-pence, as the moſt ruinous project that 
ever was ſet on foot to complete the ſlavery 
and deſtruction t a poor innocent country: 
is it, was it, can it, of will it ever be a queſ- 
tion, not whether ſuchla kingdom, or Willi- 
am Waoed, ſhould be a gainer; but whether 
ſuch a kingdom ſhould be <vholly undone, de- 
fireyed, funk, depotulated, made a ſcene of 


miſery 


i. 
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riſeſy and deſolatian, for the fake of William: 
Wood? God, of his infinite mercy, avert this 
dreadful judgment; and it is our univerſa! 
«iſh, that God would put it into your hearts 
to be his inſtruments for ſo good a work. 

For my own part, who am but one man, 
of obſcure condition, I do {olemnly declare, 
in the prefence of almighty God, that 1 will 
ſuffer the moſt ignominious and torturing 
death, rather than ſubinit to receive this ac- 
curſed coin, or any offen that ſhall be liable to 
the lame objections, until they ſhall be forced 
upon me by a Jaw of zy 0262 country 3 and, 
it that ſhall ever happen, I will tranſport my- 
ſelf into ſome j5rcige land, and cat the bread 
of poverty among a free people. 

Am I legally puniſhal le for theſe cxpreſ- 
ſions ; ſhall azother proclamation iflue againſt 
me, bccauſe I preſume to take my country's 
part againſt William Wood, where her final de- 
ſtruction is intended? But whencver you ſhall 
pleafe to impoſe /lexce upon me, I will ſub- 
mit; becaufe I look upon your uNan!mous 
voice to be the voce of the nation; and this 
J have been taught, and do beliere, to be 11. 
ſome mauner the woice of God. 

The great ignominy of a whole kinedo! n 
lying ſo long at mercy under ſo u, an ad ver- 
fairy, is ſuch a depiorable agaravation, tha: 
the utmoſt expretiions of hame and ka TE are 
too low to ſet it 2 and therefore f ſhall: 
leave it to receive ſuch 3 reſtutn. ent, as ts 
worthy of 2 St pes ? | 
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It is likewiſe our univerſal awifh, that his 
majeſty ſhould grant liberty to coin half-pence 
in this kingdom for our own uſe, under ſuch 
reſtriction as a parliament here ſhall adviſe : 
ſince the power of coining even gold and fil- 
ver is poſſeſſed by every petty prince abroad ; 
and was always practiſed by Scotland to the 
very time of the union; yet ſurely Scotland, 
as to ſoil, climate, and extent, is not in itſelf 
a fourth part the value of Ireland (for bi- 
ſhop Burnet ſays, it is not above the forticth 
part in value to the reſt of Britain) ; and with 
reſpect to the profit that Euglaud gains from 
hence, not the forty thouſandth part. Al- 
though I muſt confeſs, that a note in the cye, 
or a thorn in the fide, is more dangerous and 
painful than a beaz or a ſpike at a diſiauce. 

The hiſtories of Eugland, and of moſt 
other countries, abound in relating the mi— 
ſerable, and ſometimes the moſt tragical ct- 
ſects from the abuſes of coin, by debating the 
metal, by leſſening or cnhancing the value 
upon occafions, to the pnblick loſs; of which 
we have an example within our own memory 
in England, and another = lately in France. 
It is the tendereſt point of government, al- 
fecting every individual in the higheſt degree. 
When the value of money is arbitrary or 
unſettled, no man can well be ſaid to have 
any property at all; nor is any wound fo ſud- 
denly felt, ſo hardly cured, or that leaves 
ſuch deep und laſting ſcars behind it. 

I conceive this poor unhappy iſland to have 
a title to ſome z:dulgence from England ; not 

| only 
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only upon the ſcore of Chriſizanity, natural 
equity, and the general rights of mankind, but 
chiefly on account of that z2:7c2/e profit they 
receive from us; without which that kingdom 
would make a very differext i:gure in Europe, 
from what it doth at preſent. 

The rents of land in Ireland, ſince they 
have been of late ſo enormoully raiſed and 
ſcrewed up, may be computcd to about 
two millions; whereof one third pait, at 
leaſt, is directly tranſmitted to thoſe, who are 
perpetual abſentees in England ; as I find by 
a computation made with the aſſiſtance of 
ſeveral ikilful gentlemen. 

The other articles, by which we are alto- 
gcther loſers, and Ergland a gainer, we found 
to amount to almoſt as much more. 

I will only ſet down as many heads of them 
as I can remember, and leave them to the 
conſideration of thoſe, who underitand ac- 
counts better than I pretend to do. 

The occaſional abſentees, for buſineſs, 
health, or diverſion. | 

Three fourths of the revenue of the chief 
governor, during his abſence ; which 1s uſu- 
ally four fifths of his government. 

The whole revenue of the poft-office. 

The zumerous pen/ions paid to perſons in 
England. 

The pay of the chief officers of the army 
abſent in England, which is a great ſum. 

Four commiſſioners of the revenue, always 
abſent, 

Civil employments very numerous, and of 
great income, The 
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The vaſt charge of appeals to the houſe of 
lords, and to the court of delegates. 

Students at the inns of court, and the two 
univerſities. 

Eighty thouſand pounds ſent yearly to 
England for coals; whereof the prime colt is 
nothing, and therefore the profit wholly theirs. 

One hundred thouſand pounds paid ſeveral 
years paſt, for corn ſent over hither from Eng- 
land; the effects of our own great wiſdom in 
diſcouraging agriculture. 

The ind liberty granted us of wearing 
Indian ſtuffs, and callicoes, to gratify the va- 
nity and folly .of 6ur women ; which, be- 
ſides the profit to England [l, is an incon- 
ceivable loſs to us, forcing the weavers to beg 


in our ſtreets, or tranſport themſelves to fo- 


reign countries, | 

The prodigious loſs to us, and gain to 
England, by ſelling them all our woof at their 
own rates; whereof the manufacture exceeds 
above ten time: the prime coſt: @ proceeding 
without example in the Chriſtian or heathen 
world. 

Our own woot returned upon us in Eng- 
liſb manufactures, to our infinite ſhame and 
damage, and the great advantage of England. 

The full profit of all our ines accruing to 
England; an effect of great negligence and 
ſtupidity. 


2] From whence theſe commodities were export - 
ed to Ireland, the Eaſt India company only having 
a right to import them from the country in which 
they are manuſactured. 
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An affectation among us of liking all kind 
ef goods made in England [Y]. 

Theſe and many other articles, which I 
cannot recollect at preſent, are agreed by ju- 
dicious men to amount to near ſeven hundred 
thouſand pounds per aun. clear profit to Exg- 
land. And upon the whole, let any man 
look into thoſe authors who write upon the 
ſubject of commerce, he ſhall find, that there 
is not one ſingle article in the eſſentials or 
circumſtances of tradey whereby a country 

an be a lo% r, which we do not poſſeſs in the 
Chicheft perfection; ſomewhat in every particu- 
lar, that bears a kind of analogy to William 
Wood; and now the branches are all cut off, 
he ſtands ready with his ax at the root. 

Upon this ſubjet of perpetual abſentees, I 
have ſpent ſome time in very inſignificant re- 
flexions; and, conſidering the uſual motives 
of human actions, which are pleaſure, profit, 
and ambition, I cannot yet comprehend how 


thoſe perſons find their account in any of the 


three. 1 ſpeak not of thoſe Cxoltſh peers or 
gentlemen, who, beſides their eſtates at home, 
ave poſceſſions here, for in that caſe the 
matter is deſperate ; but I mean thoſe lords, 
and wealthy knights, or {quires, whoſe birth, 
and partly their education and all their for- 
rune (except ſome trifle, and that in a very 
rew initances) are in this kingdom. I knew 


many of them well enough during ſeveral 


[r] Many of the above articles have been fince 
particularly computed by another writer, to whoſe 
treatile the reader is referred. 
years, 
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years, when I relided in Euglaud; and truly 
I could not diſcover, mat the fgwre they made 
was by any means a ſubjc@ for exwyy, at leaſt 
it gave me ?aIvo very different paſſions. For, 
excepting the adyantage of going now and 
then to an opera, or fometimes appearing 


. behind a crovd at court, or adding to the ring 


of coaches in iide-Park, or lofing their mo- 
ney at the chocalate-houſe, or getting news, 
votes, and minutes about five days before us 
in Dublin; I fay, beſides theſe, and a few 
other pr.vileges of Jeſs importance, their 
temptations to live in London were beyond my 
knowledge or conception. And I uicd to 
wonder, how a man of birth and ſpirit couid 
endure to be wholly inſignifgant and obicure 
in a foreign country, when he might live with 
luſtre in Vit oxvn; and even at lein than half 
that expence, Which he fins himſelf to 
make without obtaining any ore end, except 
that which happened to the frog, when he 
would needs contend for ſize with the ox, I 
have been told by ſcholars, that Car ſaid 
he would rather be the 7% man in I know 
not what village, than the ſecond in Ree. 
This, perhaps, was a thought only fit for 
C2/ar : but to be preceded by thorfands and 
neglected by millions; to be wholly without 
power, figure, infiuence, borgur, credit, or 
diſiination, is not, in my poor opinion, 4 very 
amiable fituation of life to a perſon of title or 
wealth, who can fo cheaply and exfily ire 
in his native country. 

But, 
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But, beſides the depopulating of the king- 
dom, the leaving ſo many parts of it wild 
and uncultivated, the ruin of ſo many coun- 
try ſeats and plantations, the cutting down 
all the woods to ſupply expences in England; 
the abſence of ſo many noble and wealthy 
perſons hath been the cauſe of another fatal 
conjeguence, which fe perhaps have been 
aware of. For if that very confiderable num- 
her of lords, who poſſeſs the ableſt fortunes 
here, had been content to live at home, and 
attend the affairs of their country in parka- 
ment; the weight, reputation, and dignity 
thcreby added to that noble houſe would, in 
all human probability, have prevented cer- 
tain proceedings, which are now ewer io be 
lamented, becanſe they never can be remedied : 
and we might have then decided our own pro- 
perties among our ſe!/wves, with ut being forced 
to travel five hundred miles by fea and land 
to another kingdom for juſtice, to our infinite 
expence, vexation, and trouble; which is a 
mark of ſervi/ude viithout example from the 
practice of any age or nation in the world. 

I have ſometimes wor ed, upon what 
motives the peerage: of Evie: were ſo deſi- 
rous to determine our countroveriies z; becauſe 
I have been alured, ond partly know, that 
the frequent appeals from hence have been 
very irkſome to that illuſtrious body: and 
whoever hath frequented the painted cham- 
ber and courts of requeſts mult hive obſerv- 
ed, that they are never ſo zobly filled, as 
when an Iriſb appeal is under debate. 
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The peers of Scotland, who are very nu- 
merous, were content to reſide in their caſtles 
and houſes in that Heat and barren climate; 
and although ſome of them made frequent 
journies to London, yet I do not remember 
any of their greateſt families, till very lately, 
to have made England their conſtant habita- 
tion before the union: or if they did, I am 
ſure it was generally zo their own advantage; 
and whatever they got was employed to cul- 


tivate and increaſe their own eſtates 3 and, by 


that means, enrich themſelves and their 
country. | 
As to the great number of rich abſextecs 
under the degree of peers; what particular 
ill effects their abſence may have upon this 


kingdom, beſides thoſe already mentioned, 


may, perhaps, be too tender a point for me 
to touch. But whether thoſe, who live in 
another kingdom upon great eſtates here, 
and have loſt all regard to their own country, 


further than upon account of the revenues 


they recerve from it; I ſay, whether ſuch 
perſons may not be prevailed on to recom- 
mend others to vacant ſeats, who have no 
intereſt here except a precarious employment, 
and, conſequently, can have no views, but 
to preſerve what they have got, or to be 
higher advanced: this, I am ſure, is a very 
melancholy queſtion, if it be a queſtion ai 


But, beſides the prodigious profit which 
England receives by the tranſmittal thither of 
two thirds of the revenues of this whole 

king- 
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kingdom, it hath another mighty advantage 
by 2 our country a receptacle, wherein 
to diſburthen themſelves of their ſupernume- 
rary pretenders to offices; perſons of ſecond- 
rate merit in their own country, who, /ike 
birds of paſſage, moſt of them thrive and fat- 
ten here, and fly off when their credit and 
employments are at an end. So that Ireland 
may juſtly ſay, what Luther ſaid of himſelf, 
POOR Ireland maketh many rich. 

If amidſt all our difficulties I ſhoukd ven- 
ture to aſſert, that we have one great advan- 
tage, provided we could improve it as we 
ought, I believe moſt of my readers would 
be long in conjecturing, what poſſible ad van- 
tage could ever fall to our ſhare. However, 
it is certain, that all the regular ſeeds of party 
and fair among us are entirely rooted out, 
and, if any new ones ſhall ſpring up, they 
mult be of equivocal generation, without any 
ſeed at all; and will juſtly be imputed to a 
degree of ſtupidity beyond even what we have 
been ever charged with upon the ſcore of our 
birth-place and climate. 

The parties in this kingdom (including 
thoſe of modern date) are, firſt, of thoſe 
who have been charged or ſuſpected to fa- 
our the pretender; and thoſe, who were 
zealous oppoſers of him. Secondly, of thoſe 
who were for and againſt a toleration diſ- 
ſenters by laau. Thirdly, of high or low 
church ; or (to ſpeak in the cant of the times) 
of whig and tory. And fourthly, of court 


and country, If there be any more, they are 


beyond 
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beyond my obſervation or politicks: for as 
to ſubaltern or occaſional parties, they have 
all been derivations from the ſame origt- | * 
nals. 1 
Now it is manifeſt, that all theſe incite- | 
ments to faclion, party, and diwiſon, are 
wholly removed from among us. For as to 
the pretenden, his cauſe is both deſperate and 
obſolete: there are very few now alive, who were 
men in his father's time, and in that prince's | 
intereſt; and in all others the obligation of | 
conſcience hath no place []: even the pap!/ts 
in general of any ſubſtance or hates, and 
their prieſis almoſt univerſ.ily, arc what we 
call wwhigs, in the ſenſe which by that word 
is generally underſtood. They feel the 
ſmart, and ſee the ſcars of their former 
avounds; and very well know, that they 
mult be made a ſacrifice to tte !coft attempts 
towards a change; although it cannot be 
doubted, that they would be glad to have 
their fuperſiition reſtored under any prince 
whatſvever, | 

Secondly, The difenters are now felęrated 
by law; neither do we obſerve any e ,e.ʃ 
at preſent from that quarter, except thoſe 
reaſoable complaints they make of ; erſecu- 
tion, becauſe they are excluded from civil 
employ ments; but, their number being very 
ſmall in either bouſe of parliament, they are 
not yet in a ſituation to erect a far: be— 
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[5] The obligation ariſing from their having ſworn 
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cauſe, however indifferent men may be with 
icgard to religion, they are wow grown wile 
enough to kno, that, if ſuch a latitude 
were allowed to nere, the fow ſmall em- 
ployments left us in cities and corporations 

would find other hand's to lay hold on them. 
Thirdly, The diſpute between /igh and 
od church is now at an end; two thirds of 
the bi/bops Nr been promoted in this 
reign, and moſt of them from England, who 
have beſtowed all preferments in their gift to 
thoſe they could well confide in: The deanries 
all, except three, and many principal chnrch 
livings, are in the donation of tie crown: 
ſo that we already poſſeſs ſuch a body of clergy, 
as will never engage in controverſy upon 

that antiquated and exploded (ubject. 

Laſily, As to court and country parties, fo 
famous and avowed under moit reigns in 
Engliſo parliaments: this kingdom hath not, 
for ſeveral years paſt, been a proper ſcene, 
whereon to exerciſe ſuch. contentions; and is 
now leſs proper than ever; many great em- 
ployments for life being in ditant hands, 
nd the rewerſtens diligently watched and ſe- 
cured; the temporary ones of any inviting 
value are all beſtowed eljexvhere as faſt as 
they drop, and the few remaining are of too 
low conſideration to create conteſts about 
them, except among younger brothers, or 
tradeſmen like myſelf. And therefore, to 
inſtitute a court and country party without 
materials, would be a very new ſyſtem in. 
politicks, 


202 LE T3 £:. VIL 


politicks, and what, I believe, was never 1 
thought on before; nor unleſs in à nation of þ 
ideots can ever ſucceed, for the moſt igno- 
rant Jriſb cottager will not {ell his conv for 4 
a groat. . 4 

Therefore I conclude, that all party and 
faction, with regard to publick proceedings, 
are now extinguiſhed in this kingdom [e]; 
neither doth it appear in view how they can 
poſſibly revive; unleſs ſome new cauſes be 
admin:ſtered ; which cannot be done withour | 
croſſing the intereſts of thoſe, <vho are the 
greateſt gainers by continuing the ſame mea- ; 
ſures. And general calamities, evithout hop: 
of redreſs, ure allowed to be the great znzters 
of mankind. 

However we may diflike the canſce, yet 
this Fect of begetting an univerſal concord | 
among us in all rationel d-votes; as well as |: 
in cities, corporations, and conmry neighbour 
hoods may keep us, at leaſt, alive, and in 2 
condition to cat the little bread allowed us in 
peace and amity. I have heard of a quarrel 
in a tavern, where all were at daggers-draw- 
ing, till one of the company cried out, de- 
firing to know the hie of the gurrrel; 1. 
which, when none of them could tell, they | 
put up their {words, fat down, and palled the 
reſt of the evening in quiet. The former Þ} 1 
part hath been our caſe, I hops the latter 1 
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[.] Since this diſcourſ: was written, it hath ap- p 
peared by experience, that the author was much t 
miſtaken in his con;ectur;s, | 
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+1] be ſo too; that we ſhall it down ami- 
cably together, at leaſt until we have ſome- 
„ling that may give us a title to fall out, 
iince nature hath inſtructed even a brood of 
goflings to flick together, while the kite is 
hovering over their heads, 

It is certain, that a firm union in any coun - 
try, where every man wiſhes the ſame thing 
with relation to the publick, may, in ſeveral 
points of the greateſt importance, in ſome 
meaſure ſupply the defe of power, an! 
even of thoje rights, which are the natural 
and undoubted inheritance of mankind, If the 
univerſal avi/) of the nation, upon any point, 
were declared by the #nanimous vote of the 
houſe of commons, and a reaſonable num— 
ber of lords, I ſhould think myſelf obliged 
in conſcience to act in my ſphere according 
to that vote; becauſe, in all free nations, I 
take the proper definition of [aw to be, the 
avill of ite majority of thoſe who have the 


' property in land; which, if there be a mo- 


narchy, is to be confirmed by the royal aſſent. 
And although ſuch votes or declarations have 
not received ſuch a confirmation for certain 
accidental reaſons; yet, I think, they ought 
to be of much weight with the /ubjed?, pro- 
vided they neither oppoſe the king's prero- 
gative, . endanger the peace of the nation, 
nor infringe any law already in force; none 
of which, however, can reafonably be ſup- 
poſed. Thus, for inſtance, if nine in ten of 
the houſe of commons, and a reaſonable 
number of native tem; cral pecrs, ſhould de- 

4 clare, 
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clare, that whoever received or uttered braſs 
coin, except under certain limitations and ſe— 
curities, ould be deemed as enemies to the 
king and the nation; I ſhould think it a 
heinous fin in myſelf to act contrary to ſuch 
a vote: and, if the ſame 3 ſhould de- 
clare the ſame cenſure againſt thoſe, who wore 
Indian ſtuffs and callicoes, or wwoollen manu - 
factures imported from abroad, whereby this 
nation 1s reduced to the loweſt ebb of miſery, 
I ſhould readily, heartily, and chearfully pay 
obedience ;z and to my utmoſt power perſuade 
others to do the like: becauſe there is no laau 
of this land obliging us either to receive ſuch 
coin, or to wear ſuch foreign manufatiures. 
Upon this laſt article [2] I could humbly 
wiſh, that the reverend the cler gy would ſet 
us an example, by contenting themſelves with 
wearing gowns and other habiliments of Jriſb 
drapery ; which, as it would be ſome incite- 
ment to the /azty, and ſet many hands to 
work, ſo they would find their advantage in 
the cheapneſs, which is a circumſtance not to 
be neglected by too many among that vener- 
able body. And in — 4 to this [av I could 


DL] This hath ſince been put in practice by the 
perſuaſions and influence of the ſuppoſed author; 
but much defeated by the moſt infamous fraud of 
ſhop- keepers, 

[0] This ſcheme was likewiſe often urged to the 
weavers by the ſuppoſed author ; but he could never 
prevail on them to put it in practice. 
| heartily 


* 

£ 

3 0 
* * 
A 

* 
a 
4 


— 2 


as ge RY 1 


* 
: 
bo 


Wo. = * r 7 


LETTER VIE -: n6y 


heartily defire, that the moſt ingenious artiſts 
of the weaving trade would contrive ſome 
decent ſtuffs and ſilks for clergymen at rea- 
ſonable rates. 

I have preſſed ſeveral of our moſt ſubſtan- 
tial brethren, that the whole corporations of 
weavers in filk and woollen would publifh 
ſome propoſals (I wiſh they would do it to 
both houſes of parliament) inviting perſons 
of all degrees, and of both ſexes, to wear the 
woollen and filk manufactures of our own 
country; entering into ſolemn, mutual en- 

agements, that the buyer ſhall have good, 
fabſtantial, merchantable ware for his money, 
and at a certain rate, without the trouble of 
cheapening. So that if I ſent a child for a 
iece of ſtuff of a particular colour and fine- 


neſs, I ſhould be ſure not to be deceived; or, 


if I had reaſon to complain, the corporation - 
ſhould give me immediate fatisfa&tion 3 and 
the name of the tradeſman, who did me the 
wrong, ſhould be publiſhed ; and warning 
given not to deal with him for the future ; 
unleſs the matter plainly appeared to be a 
miſtake: for, beſide the trouble of going 
from ſhop to ſhop, an ignorant cuſtomer runs 
the hazard of being cheated in the price and 
goodneſs of what he buys, being forced to 
an unequal combat with a dextrous and diſ- 
honeſt man in his own calling. 'Thus our 
goeds fall under a general diſreputation; and 
the gentry call for Engliſb cloth, or ſilk, from 
an opinion they _— (and often too juſtly 


by 
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by our own faults) that the goodneſs more 
than makes up for the difference of price. 

Beſides, it hath been the fottiſh _ ruinous 
practice of us tradeſmen, upon any great de- 
mand of goods, either at home or from 
abroad, to raiſe the prices immediately, and 
manufacture the ſaid goods more ſlightly and 
fraudulently than before. 

Of this foul and fooliſh proceedings too 
many inſtances might be produced; -and I 
cannot forbcar mentioning one whereby this 

oor kingdom hath received ſuch a fatal blow 
in the ozly article of trade allowed us of any 
importance, that nothing but the ſucceſs of 
Wood's project could outdo it. During the 
late plague in' France, the Spaniards, who 
buy their linen cloths in that kingdom, not 
daring to venture thither for fear of infec- 
tion, a very great demand was made here for 
that commodity, and exported to Spazr : 
but, whether by the ignorance of the mer- 
chants, or diſhoneſty of the zorthern weavers, 
or the colluſion of both, the ware was ſo bad, 
and the price ſo exceſſive, that, except ſome 
ſmall quantity which was fold below the prime 
coſt, the greateſt part was returned : and I 
have been told by very intelligent perſons, 
that, if we had been fair dealers, the whole 
current of the linen trade to Spain would 
have taken its courle from hence. 

If any puniſhment were to be inflifed on 
numbers of men, ſurely there could none be 
thought too great for ſuch a race of traytors, 
aud cemics to God and their country; who, 
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for the proſpect of a little preſent gain, do 


not only ruin themſelves (for that alone would 
be an example to the reſt, and a bleſiug to 
the nation) but ſell their ſouls to hell, and 
their country to deſtruction. And if the 
plague could have been confined only to thoſe 
who were partakers in the guilt, had it tra- 
velled hither from Marſeilles, thoſe wretches 
would have died with leſs title to pzty, than a 
highwwayman going to the gallows, 

But it happens very wrluckily, that, for 
ſome time paſt, all endeavours or propoſals 
from private perſons to advance the publick 
ſervice, however honeſtly and innocently de- 
ſigned, have been called FLYING 1N THE 
KING'S FACE; and this, to my knowledge, 
hath been the ſtyle of ſome perſons, whoſe 
anceſtors (T mean thoſe among them who had 
any) and tbemſelwes have been flying in princes 
faces theſe fourſcore years; and, from their 
own inclinations, would do fo till, if their 
intereſt did not lead them rather to fly in the 
face of a kingdom, which hath given them 
vings to enable them for ſuch a Fight. 

Thus, about four years ago, when a diſ- 
courſe [x] was publiſhed endeavouring to 
perſuade our people to wear their own woolen 
manufactures, full of the moſt dutiful ex- 
preſſions to the king, and without the leaſt 
party hint, it was termed, A, ing in the king's 


[x] The Propoſal for the univerſal uſe of 1-i 
manufactures, 
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face; the printer was proſecuted in the man- 

ner we all remember, and, I hope, it will 
| Somewhere be remembered further, the jury 
kept eleven hours, and ſent back nine times, 
1 till they were under the neceſſity of leaving 
1 - -- the priſoner to the mercy of the court, by a 
F ſpecial werdift ; the judge [y] on the bench 
Es invoking God for his witneſs, when he aſſert- 
ed, that the author's deſign was to bring in 
the pretender. 

And thus alſo my own poor endeavours to 
prevent the ruin of my country by the ad- 
miſſion of Wood's coin were called, by the 
ſame perſons, hing in the king's face; which 
I directly deny; for I cannot allow that vile 
repreſentation of the royal countenance in 
William Wood's adulterate copper to be his 
ſacred majeſty's face; or if it were, my flying 
was not againſt the impræſſion, but the baſe- 
neſs of the metal; becauſe I well remember- 
ed, that the image which Nebuchadnezar com- 
ananded to be ſet up for all men to fall down 
and worſhip it, was not of COPPER, but pure 
GoLD. And J am heartily ſorry, we #74 
ſo few royal images of that metal among us; 
the ſight whereof, although it could hardl 
increaſe our veneration for his majeſty, which 
is already fo great, yet would very much en- 
liven it with the mixture of comfort and ſa- 
tigſaction. 

Alexander the great would ſuffer no ſtatu- 
ary, except Phidias, to carve his image in 
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ſtone or metal. How muſt he have treated 
ſuch an operator as Wood, who goes about 
with ſach-fulls of droſs, odiouily miſrepre- 
ſenting his prince's countenance ; and would 
force them, by thouſands, upon every one of 
us at above fix times the value. 

But, notwi:hſtanding all that hath been 
objected by Wilam Mood himſelf, together 
with his ,awvourers, abettors, ſupporters, ei- 
ther publick or private; by thoſe who conmwve 
at this project, or diſcourage and diſcounte- 
nance his oppoſers for fear of leſſening their 
fawour, or hazarding their em- liments; by 
thoſe, who endeavour to damp ene ſpirit of 
the pcople raiſed againſt this coin, or check 
the honeſt zeal of ſuch as by their ewritings 
or diſcourſes do all they can to keep it up; 
by thole /oftners, ſwweelners, compounders, and 
expedient-mongers, who fboke their heads fo 
ſtrongly that we can hear their pockets jingle; 
I did never imagine, that in detecting the 
practices of ſuch enemies to the kingdom TI 
was Aying in the king's face; or thought they 
were better hag aaa of his majeſt „ than 
that very coin, for which they are /ecret or 
open advocates. 

It I were allowed to recite only thoſe wi/hes 
of the nation, which may be in our power 
to attain 3 I think they might be ſummed up 
in theſe few following. 

Firit, That an end might be put to our ap- 
prehenſions of Wood's half-pence, and to any 
danger of the 4ke deſtructive ſcheme for the 
future, 


N 3 Secondly, 
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Secondly, That half-pence might be coin- 
ed in this kingdom by a publick mint with 
due limitations, | 

Thirdly, That the ſenſe of both houſes of 
parliament, at leaſt of the houſe of commons, 
were declared by ſome nnanimous and hearty 
votes, againit wearing any filk or woollen 
manufactures imported from abroad; as like- 
wiſe againſt wearing Indian ſilks or callicoes, 
which are forbidden, under the higheſt pe- 
naltics, in England: and it-behoves us to 
take example from ſo wiſe a nation; becauſe 
we are under a greater neceſſity to do ſo, ſince 
Que are not allowed to export any woollen 
manufactures of our own; which is the 

principal branch of foreign trade in England. 
Fourthly, That ſome eſfectual methods 
may be taken to civilize the poorer ſort of our 
natives in all thoſe parts of this kingdom, 
where the Iriſb abound, by introducing among 
them our language and cuſtoms; for want 
of which they live in the utmoſt ignorance, 
barba"ity, and poverty, giving themſelves 
vholly up to idleneſs, naſtinels, and thievery, 
to the very great and jult reproach of tov 
many landiords. And, if I had in me the 
leaſt ſpirit of a projeffor, I would engage, 
that this might be effected in a few years at a 
very inconſiderable charge. | 
Fifthly, That due encouragement ſhould 
be given to agriculture; and a ſtop put to 
that pernicious practice of graziers engroſſing 
vaſt quantities of land, ſometimes at great 
diſtance; 
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diſtance; whereby the country is extremely 
depopulated. | 

Sixthly, That the defects in thoſe acts for 
planting foreſt trees might be fully ſupplied, 
fince they have hitherto been wholly incffec- 
tual; except about the demeſnes of a fe gendle- 
men : and even there, in general, very un- 
ſkilfully made, and thriving; accordingly. 
Neither hath there yet been due care taken to 
preſerve what 15 planted, or to encloſe grounds 
not one hedge in a hundred coming to matu - 
rity, for want of ſkill and induſtry. The 
neglect of cop/iag woods cut down hath like- 
wite been ot very evil conſequences, And 
if men were reſtrained from that unlimited 
liberty of cutting down their own woods, be- 
fore the proper times, as they are in ſome 
other countries, it would be a mighty benefit 
to the kingdom. For, I believe, there is not 
another example, in Europe, of ſuch a pro- 


carry home, and leſs fit for burning; the air 


digious quantity of excellent timber cut down 

3 in fo ſhort a time, with ſo little advantage to „ 
8 the country either ini or building. 
1 I may add, that abſurd practice of, cutting . 
o | turf without any regularity ; whereby great 1 
0 uantities of reſtorable land are made utter] id 
by e many thouſands of cattle deſtroys 1 
1 ed, the turf more difficult to come at and | 
Id made unwholſome by ſtagnating pools and 1 
to Þþ marſhes ; and the very fight of ſuch places 1 
ng | offenſive to thoſe who ride by. Neither x 
at | ſhouid that odious cuſtom be allowed of cut- | 


e; [ting /craws (as they call them) which is flay- 
| ing 
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ing of the green ſurface of the ground to co- 
ver their cabins, or make up their ditches ; 
ſometimes in ſhallow foils, where all is gra- 
vel within a few inches; and ſometimes in 
low ground, with a thin green ſward, and 
a underneath; which laſt turns all 
into bog by this miſmanagement. And I 
have heard, from very ſkilful countrymen, that, 
by theſe two practices in turf and ſcraws, 
the kingdom loſeth ſome hundreds cf acres 
of profitable land every year; beſides the ir- 
reparable loſs of many ſkirts of bogs, which 
have a green coat of graſs, and yet are mang- 
led for tar; and beſides the want of canals 
by regular cutting, which would not only be 
a great convenience for bringing their turf 
home at an eaſy rate, but likewiſe render even 
the Jarger bogs more dry and fafe for ſummer 
paſture. | 

Theſe, and ſome other ſpeculations of the 
like kind, I had intended to publiſh in a par- 
ticular diſcourſe againſt this {ffion of parlia- 
ment; becauſe, in ſome periods of my life, 
I had opportunity and curiofity to obſerve, 
from what cauſes thoſe great errors in every 
branch of country management have ariſen 
of which I have now ventured to relate but 
few out of very many ; whereof ſome, per- 
haps, would not be mentioned without giving 
offence, which I have endeavoured, by all 
poſſible means to avoid. And, for the ſame 
reaſon, I choſe to add here the little I thought 
proper to ſay on this ſubject, 


But, 
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But, as to the lands of thoſe who are per- 
petual abſentees, I do not ſee any probability 


of their being ever improved. In former 


times, their tenants ſat at eaſy rents; but, for 
ſome years paſt, they have been, generally 
ſpeaking, more terribly racked by the dexte- 
rity of mercileſs agents from England, than 
even thoſe who held under the ſevereſt land- 
lords here. I was aſſured upon the place, by 
great numbers of credible people, that a pro- 
digious eſtate, in the county of Cork, being 
let upon leaſes for lives, and great fhnes paid, 
the rent was ſo high, that the tenants begged 
leave to ſurrender their leaſes, and were con- 
tent to loſe their fixes. 

The cultivating and improvement of Jand 
is certainly a ſubject worthy of the higheſt 
enquiry in any country, but eſpecially in 
ours; where we are fo ſtrangely limited in 
every branch of trade, that can be of advan- 
tage to us, and utterly deprived of thoſe, 
which are of the greateſt importance; whereof 
I defy the moſt learned in, in Europe, to 
produce me an example from any other king- 
dom in tne world: for we are denied the 
benefit which God and nature intended to us; 
as man.ieſtly 2ppears by our happy ſituation 

for commerce, and the great nus ber of our 
excellent ports. So that, I think, littic is 
left us beſides the cultivating our own ſoil, 
encouraging agriculture, and making great 
plantations of tr-cs, that we might not be 
under the neceſuty of ſending for corn and 
bark from England, and timber froni other 
countries, 
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countries. This would increaſe the number 
of our inhabitants, and help to conſume our 
natural products, as well as manufactures at 
home. And I ſhall never forget what I once 
ventured to ſay to a great man in England : 
that few politicians, with all their ſchemes, 
are half fo uſeful members of a common 
wealth, as an honeſt farmer; who, by ſkil- 
fully draining, fencing, manuring, and plant- 
ing, hath increaſed the intrinſick value of a 
piece of land; and thereby done a perpetual 
ſervice to his country; which it is a great 
controverſy whether any of the former ever 
did, ſince the creation of the world; but no 
controverſy at all, that ninety-nine in a hun- 
dred have done abundance of miſchief, 
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OF THE 


Solemn Proceſſion to the Gallows, at the 
Execution of WILLIAM W 00D, 
Eſquire, and Hard ware-man. 


Written in the Year 1724. 


SOME time ago, upon a report ſpread, 
that Villiam Wood, hard-ware-man, was 
concealed in his brother- in- law's [Z] houſe 
here in Dublin, a great number of people of 
different conditions, and of both ſexes, croud- 
ed about the door, determinately bent to take 
revenge upon him, as a comer and a counter - 
feiter. Amongſt the reſt, a certain curious 
perſon. ſtanding in a corner obſerved, that they 
all diſcovered their reſentment in the proper 
terms and expreſſions of their . ſeveral trades 
and callings; whereof he wrote down as 
many as he could remember; and was pleaſe 
to communicate them to me, with leave to 


[z] One M. In, an iropmonger, 
Publiſh 
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publiſh them for the ule of thole, who, at 
any time hereafter. may be at a loſs for pro- 
per words wherein to expreſs their good diſ- 
poſitions towards the ſaid H#iUl;iam Wood. 


The people cried out to have him delivered 
into their hands, 


Says the parliament man, expel him the 
bonſe. 

24 Parliament man, I ſecond that notion. 

Cook, I'll baſic him. 

24 Cook. III give him his belly-full. 

34 Cook. I'll gim a lick in the chops. 

&*Þ Cook. III oavce him. 

Drunken-man. I'll beat him as long as I 
can fland. 

Bookſeller. I'll turn over a new leaf with 
him. 

Sadler. I'll pummel him. 

Glazier. I'll make the /zght ſhine through 
him. 

Grocer. T'll pepper him. 

Groom. I'll curry his hide, 

*Pothecary. I'll pound him. 

20 *Pothecary. I'll beat him to mummy. 

School. maſter. I'll make him an example, 

Rabbet-catcher. I'll ferret him. 


147 

"i | Pawiour. I'll thump him. 

1 | Corner. 11] give him a rap. 
| WHIG. Down with him. 
TORY. Up with him. 
Miller, I'll daſh out his grinders. 


20 Miller. 


r 
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2* Miller. Dam him. 
Boat-man. Sink him. 


Scavenger. Throw him in the kernel, 
Dyer. I'll beat him black and blue. 


Bagnio-man. I'll make the houſe too hot for 


him. | 
Whore. Pox rot him. 
24 Whore. Let me alone with him. 
34 Whore. Clap him up. 
Muſtard- mater. I'll have him by the noſe. 
Curate. I'll make the devil come out of him. 
Popiſh-prieft. I'll ſend him to the devil. 


Dancing-maſter. I'll teach him better man- 


ners. 
24 Dancing-maſter. I'll make him cut a ca- 
er three = high. 
Farmer. I'll thraſh him. 
Taylor. I'll fit on his ſtirts. 
24 Taylor. Hell is too good for him. 
34 Tyler I'll pink his doublet. 
4h Taylor, I'll make his a—— make Bute 
fons. 
Baſtet- mater. I'll hamper him. 
Fidler. I'll have him by the ears. 
24 Fidler. I'll bang him to ſome tune. 
Barber. I'll have him by the beard. 
24 Barber. I'll pull his whiſkers. 
34 Barber. I'll make his hair ſtand on end. 
4 Barber. I'll comb his locks. 

Tinler. Ill try what metal he's made of. 
Cobler. Il make an end of him. 
Tobacconiſt. I'll make him ſinoat. 

24 Tobacconiſt. I'll make him ſet up his pipes. 
Gold- finder. I'll make him flink, : 
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Haockney-coachman, I'll make him know his 
AriVer. 
| - Hackney-coachman. T'll drive him to the 
CiEvit, 
Butcher, Il have a limb of him. 
2d Butcher. Let us blow him up. 
za Butcher. My knife in him. 
ur/e, TN fevaddle him. 
Anabaptiſt. We'll dip the rogue in the 
ond, 
Oftler. I'll rub him down, 
Shee-maker. Set him in the focks. 
hanker. I'll! kick him to half crowns, 
24 Banker. I'll pay him oft, 
Bexuler. I'll have a rubber with him. 
Gamejter. Illi make his bones rattle. 
Bedice-maker. I'll lace his tides. 
Gar. liner. Li make him water his plants. 
Ale-avije. I'll reckon with him. 
Crckold. Il make him pull in his horns. 
Old Woman, I'll mumble him. 
Hangman. III threttle him. 


But at laſt the people, having received aſ- 
ſurances, that William Mo was neither in 
the houle nor kingdom, appointed certain 
commiſiioners to hang him in effigie; where- 
ct the whole ceremony and proceilion deſerve 
to be tranſmitted to poſterity. 

Firſt, The way was cleared by a detach- 
ment of the black-guards, with ſhort ſticks in 
their hands, and cockades of paper iu their 


hats, 
Then 
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Then appeared William Wood, Elq; repre 
ſented to the life by an old piece of carved 
timber, taken from the keel of a ſhip. Upon 
his face, which looked very diſmal, were 
fixed at proper diſtances ſeveral pieces of his 


own coin, to denote who he was, and to ſig- 


nify his calling and his crime. He wore on 
His head a peruke, very artfully compoſed of 
four old mops; a halter about his neck ſerved 
him for a cravat. His cloaths were, indeed, 
not ſo neat and elegant as 1s uſual with per- 
ſons in his condition (which ſome cenſorious 
people imputed to affectation) for he was co-= 
vered with a large rugg of ſeveral colours in 
patchwork : he was borne upon the ſhoulders 
of an able-bodied porter. In his march 
by St. Stephen's-green, he often bowed on 
both ſides to ſhow his reſpects to the compa- 
ny; his deportment was grave; and his coun- 
tenance, though ſomewhat penſive, was very 
compoſed. 

Behind him followed his father alone, in 
a long mourning cloak, with his hat over his 
noſe, and a handkerchief in his left-hand to 
wipe the tears from his face. 

Next in order marched the executioner Him- 
ſelf in perſon; whoſe venerable aſpect drew 
the eyes of the whole aſſembly upon him; 
but he was further diſtinguiſhed by a halter, 
which he bore upon his left ſhoulder as the 
badge of his office. 

Then followed two perſons hand in hand; 
the one repreſented William Wood's brother- 
in-law ; the other a certain adler, his inti- 
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mate friend, whoſe name I forget. Each had 
2 (ſmall kettle in his hand, wherein was a 
reaſonable quantity of the new half-pence. 
At proper periods they ſhook their kettles, 
which made a melancholy ſound, like the 
ringing of a knell for their partner and con- 
federate. 

After theſe followed ſeveral oftieers, whoſe 
aſſiſtance was neceſſary for the more decent 
performance of the great work in hand. 

The proceſhon was cloſed with an innu- 
merable crowd of people, who frequent! 
ſent out loud huzza's; which were cenſured, 
by wiſer heads, as a mark of inhumanity, 
and an ungenerous triumph over the unfortu- 
nate, without duly conſidering the various 
viciſſitudes of human life. However, as it 
becomes an impartial hiſtorian, I will not con- 

ceal one obſervation, that Mr. Wood himſelf 
appeared wholly unmoved, without the leaſt 
alteration in his countenance ;z only when he 
came within fight of the fatal tree, which 
happened to be of the ſame ſpecies of timber 
with his own perſon, he ſeemed to be ſome- 
what penſive. 

At the place of execution he appeared un- 
daunted, nof was ſeen to ſhed a tear. He 
made no reſiſtance, but ſubmitted himſelf, 
with great reſignation, to the hangman, who 
was, indeed, thought to uſe him with too 
-much roughneſs, neither kiſſing him, nor 
aſking him pardon. His dying SPEECH was 
printed, and deſerves to be written in letters 
of G0LD, Being aſked whether it were his 

own 
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upon 
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true genuine SPEECH, he did not deny 


Thoſe of the ſofter ſex, who attended the 
ceremony, lamented that ſo comely and well- 
timbered a man ſhould come to ſo untimely 
an _ He hung but a N time; for, 

eeling his breaſt, they found it cold 
and ſtiff. | | 

It is ſtrange to think, how this melancholy 
ſpectacle turned the hearts of the people to 
compaſſion. When he was cut down, the 
body was carried through the whole city to 
. contributions for his wake; and all 

orts of people ſhewed their liberality accord- 
ing as they were able. The ceremony was 
ormed in an ale-houſe of diſtinction, and 
in a manner, ſuitable to the quality of the 
deceaſed, While the attendants were diſ- 
courſing about his funeral, a worthy member 
of the aſſembly ſtood up and propoſed, that 
the body ſhould be carried out the next day, 
and burned with the ſame pomp and forma - 
lities uſed at his execution; which would 
revent the malice of his enemies, and all 
indignities that might be done to his remains. 
This was agreed to; and about nine o'clock 
on the following merning there appeared a 
fecond proceſſion. But, Tring not having 
been any part of the ſentence, authority 
thought fit to interpoſe, and the corple was 
raſcued by the civil power. 

We hear the body is not yet interred ; 
which occaſions many ſpeculations. But what 
is more wonderful, it is poſitively — 
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by many who pretend to have been eye-wit- 
neſſes, that there does not appear the leaſt 
alteration in any one lineament. or fcature of 
his countenance; no viſible decay in his 
whole frame, further than what had been 
made by worms long before his execution. 
The ſolution of which difficulty, I ſhall leave 
among naturaliſts. | 
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OF THE 
STATE: or IRELAND. 


Written in the Year 1727. 


1 AM aſſured, that it hath, for ſome time, 
been practiſed as a method of making 
men's court, when they 'are aſked about the 
rate of lands, the abilitics of tenants, the 
ſtate of trade and manufacture in this king- 
dom, and how their rents are paid, to anſwer, 
that in their neighbourhood all things are in 
a flouriſhing condition, the rent and purchaſe 
of land every day increaſing. And if a gen- 
tleman happen to be a little more ſincere in 
his repreſentations ; beſides being looked on 
as not well affected, he is ſure to have a dozen 
contradictors at his clhbow. I think it is no 
manner of ſecret, why theſe queſtions are fo 
cordially aſked, or io obligingly anſwered, 

But ſince, with regard to the affairs of this 
kingdom, I have been uſing all endeavours 
to fabauc my indignation ; to which, indeed, 
] am not provoked by any perional intereit, 
not being the owner of one ſpot of ground n 

the whole Mand; I ſhall only enun e. ate, by 
| 0 4 rule; 


—— — — — — — — 


224 A SHORT VIEW OF THE 


rules generally known, and never contradict- 
ed, what are the true cauſes of any country's 
flouriſhing and ing rich; and then ex- 
amine what effetls ariſe from thoſe cauſes in 
the kingdom of Ireland. 

The firſt cauſe of a kingdom's thriving is, 
the fruitfulneſs of the ſoil to produce the ne- 


ceſſaries and conveniencies of life; not only 


ſufficient for the inhabitants, but for exporta ; 
tion into other countries, | 

The ſecond 1s, the induſtry of __ 
in working up all their native commodities to 
the laſt degree of manufacture. 

The third is, the conveniency of ſafe ports 
and havens, to carry out their own goods as 
much manufactured, and bring in thoſe of 
others as little manufactured, as the nature 
of mutual commerce will allow. 

The fourth is, that the natives ſhould, as 
much as poſſible, export and import their 
goods in veſlels of their own timber, made 
in their own country. 

The fifth is, the privilege of a free trade 
in all foreign countries, which will permit 
them, except thoſe who are in war with their 
* ay nb ** IP 12 

e ſixth 1s, ing governed on 
laws made with their — conſent; for . 
wiſe they are not a free people. And there- 
fore all appeals for juſtice, or applications for 
favour or preferment, to another country, 
are ſo many grievous impoveriſhments. 

The feranth is, by improvement of land, 
encouragement of agriculture, and thereby 

encereaſing 
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encreaſing the number of their people; with- 
out which any country, however bleſled by 
nature, muſt continue poor. 

The eighth is, the reſidence of the prince, 
or chief adminiſtrator of the civil power. 

The ninth is, the concourſe of foreigners 
for education, curioſity, or pleaſure; or as to 
a general mart of trade. 

The tenth is, by diſpoſing all offices of 
honour, profit, or truſt only to the natives ; 
or at leaſt with very few exceptions, where 
ſtrangers have long inhabited the _— 
and are ſuppoſed to underſtand and regard the 
intereſt of it as their own, 

The eleventh is, when the rents of lands, 
and profits of employments, are ſpent in the 
country which produced them, and not in 
another ; the former of which will certainly 
happen, where the love of our native country 
prevails. b 
Phe twelfth is, by the publick revenues 
being all ſpent and employed at home, except 
on the occations of a foreign war. 

The thirteenth is, where the people are not 
obliged, unleſs they find it Ge their own 
intereſt or conveniency, to receive, any mo- 
nies, except of their own coinage by a pub- 
lick mint after the manner of all civilized na- 
tions, 

The fourteenth is, a diſpoſition of the peo- 
ple of a country to wear their own manufac- 
tures, and import as few incitements to lux- 
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ury either in cloaths, furniture, food, of 
drink, as they poſſibly can live conveniently 
without. 

There are many other cauſes of a nation's 
thriving, which I, at preſent cannot recollett : 
but, without advantage from at leaſt ſome of 
theſe, after turning my thoughts a Jong time, 
I am not able to diſcover from whence our 
wealth proceeds, and therefore would gladly 
be better informed. In the mean time I will 
here examine, what ſhare falls to Ireland of 
theſe cauſes, or of the effects and conſequen- 
ces. 2 5 

It is not my intention to complain, but 
barely to relate facts; and the matter is not 
of {mall importance. For it is allowed, that 
a man who lives in a ſolitary hcutc, far from 
help, is not wiſe in endeavouring to acquire 
in the neighbourhood the reputation of being 
rich; becauſe thoſe, who come tor gold, will 
go off with pewter and braſs, rather than 
return empty: and, in the common practice 
of the world, thoſe who poſſeſs moſt wealth, 
make the leaſt parade; which they leave the 
others, who have nothing elſe to bear them 
out in ſhewing their faces on the exchange. 

As to the firſt cauſe of a nation's richer, 
being the fertility of the ſoil, as well as twa- 
perature of climate, we have no reafou to 
complain ; for, although the quantity of un- 
profitable land in this kingdom, reckoning 
bogg and rock and barren mountain, be dou- 
ble-in proportion to what it is in Englard; 
yet the native productions, which both Kking- 

doms 
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doms deal in, are very near an equality in 
point of goodneſs, and might, with the ſame 
encouragement, be as well manufactured. I 
except mines and minerals; in ſome of which 
however we are only defective in point of kill 
and induſtry. 

In the ſecond, which is the induſtry of the 
people, our misfortune is not altogether ow- 
ing to our own fault, but to a million of diſ- 
couragements. 

The conveniency of ports and heavens, 
which nature hath beſtowed ſo liberally on 
this kingdom, is of no more uſe to us, than 
a beautiful proſpect to a man ſhut up in a 
dungeon. 

As to ſhipping of its own, Ireland is fo 
utterly unprovided, that of all the excellent 
timber cut down within thete fifty or ſixty 
tory it can hardly be ſaid, that the nation 

ath received the benefit of one valuable houſe 
to dwell in, or one ſhip to trade with. 

Ireland is the only kingdom I ever heard 
or read of, either in ancient or modern ſtory, 
which was denied the liberty of exporting 
their native commodities and manufactures 
wherever they pleaſed, except to countries at 
war with their own prince or ſtate: yet this 
r by the ſupertority of mere power, 
s refnied us in the moſt momentous parts of 
commerce; beſides an act of navigation, to 
which we never conſented, pinned down up- 
on us, and rigoroutly executed; and a thou- 
laud other unexampied circumiances, is 
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grievous as they are invidious to mention. To 
goon to the reſt, 

It is too well known, that we are forced to 
obey ſame laws we never conſented to; which 
1s a condition I muſt not call by its true un- 
controverted name for fear of lord chief-jnſ- 
tice Whithhed 's ghoſt, with his [a] libertas et 
natale ſolum, written for a motto on his 
coach, as it ſtood at the door of the court, 
while he was perjuring himſelf to betray both. 
Thus we are in the condition of patients, 
who have phyfick ſent them by doctors at a 
diſtance, ſtrangers to their conſtitution and 
the nature of their diſeaſe: and thus we are 
forced to pay five hundred per cent. to decide 
our properties: in all which we have likewiſe 
the honour to be diſtinguiſhed from the whole 
race of mankind, | 

As to the improvement of land; thoſe 
few, who attempt that or planting, through 
covetouſneſs or want of kill, generally leave 
things worſe than they were; neither ſucceed- 
ing in trees nor hedges ; and by running into 
the fancy of grazing, after the manner of 
the Scythians, ure every day depopulating the 
country. | eee 

We are ſo far from having a king to reſide 
among us, that even the viceroy is generally 


abſent four fifths of his time in the govern - 


ment. : 
No ſtrangers from other countries make 
this a part of their travels; where they can 


[a] Liberty and my native country. 
expect 
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expect to ſee nothing but ſcenes of miſery 
deſolation. | 

Thoſe who have the misfortune to be born 
here, have the leaſt title to any conſiderable 
employment ; to which they are ſeldom pre- 
ferred, but upon a political conſideration. 

One third part of the rents of Ireland 1s 
ſpent in England; which, with the profit of 
employments, penſions, appeals, journies of 
pleaſure or health, education at the ins of 
court and both uniyerſities, remittances at 
pleaſure, the Pay of all ſuperĩor officers in the 
army, and other incidents, will amount to a 
full half of the income of the whole king- 
dom, all clear profit to England. 

We are denied the liberty of coining gold, 
ſilver, or even copper. In the iſle of Man, 
they coin their own /ikver; every petty prince, 
vaſlal to the emperor, can coin what money 
he pleaſeth. And in this, as in moſt of the 
articles already mentioned, we are an excep- 
tion to all other ſtates or monarchies, that 
were ever known in the world. 

As to the laſt, or fourteenth article, we 
take ſpecial care to act diametrically contra 
to it in the whole courſe of our lives. Bbt 
ſexes, but eſpecially the women, deſpiſe and 
abhor to wear ny of their own manufac- 
tures, eyen thoſe which are better made than in 
other countries; particularly a ſort of filk 
plad, through which the workmen are forced 
to run a kind of gold thread, that it may paſs 
for Indian. Even ale and potatoes are im- 
ported from England, as well as corn; and 
our 
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our foreign trade is little more than importa- 
tion of French wine, for which I am told we 
pay ready money. 

Now, if all this be true (upon which I 
could eaſily enlarge) I would be glad to 
know, by what ſecret method it 1s, Har we 

row a rich and flouriſhing people, without 
tberty, trade, manufattures, inhabitants, mo- 
ney, or the privilege of coining; without in- 
duſtry, labour, or improvement of land; and 
with more than half the rent and profits of 
the whole kingdom annually exported, for 
which we receive not a ſingle farthing : and 
to make up all this, nothing worth mention- 
ing, except the linen of the North, a trade 
caſual, corrupted and at mercy ; and ſome 
butter from Cork. If we do flouriſh, it muſt 
be againſt every law of nature and reafon 
like the thorn at Glaſtenbury, that bloſſoms 
in the midſt of winter. "Ra 

Let the worthy commiſſioners, who come 
from England, ride round the kingdom, and 
obſerve the face of nature, or the face of the 
natives; the improvement of the land; the 
thriving numerous plantations z the noble 
woods; the abundance and vicinity of coun- 
try ſeats; the commodious farmers: houſes 
and barns; the towns and villages, where 
every body is buſy, and thriving with all 
kind of manufactures; the ſhops full of goods 
wrought to perfection, and filled with cuſ- 
tomers ; the comfortable diet and dreſs, and 

| | dwellings 
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dwellings of the people ; the vaſt numbers of 
ſhips in our harbours and docks, and ſhip- 
wrights in our ſea-port towns; the roads 
crouded with carriers, laden with rich ma- 
nufactures; the perpetual concourſe to and 
fro of pompous equipages ! 

With what envy and admiration would 
thoſe gentlemen return from ſo delightful a 
pregreſs! what glorious reports would they 
make, when they went back to England ! 

But my heart is too heavy to continue this 
Irony longer; for it is manifeſt, that what- 
ever ſtranger took ſuch a journey, would be 
apt to think himſelf travelling in Lapland, or 
Y/land, rather than in a country ſo favoured 
by nature as ours, both in fruitfulneſs of 
foil, and temperature of climate. The mi- 
ſerable dreſs, and diet, and dwelling of the 
people; the general deſolation in moſt parts 
of the kingdom; the old ſeats of the nobility 
and gentry all in ruins, and no new ones in 
their ſtead ; the families of farmers, who pay 
great rents, living in filth and naſtineſs upon 
buttermilk and potatoes, without a ſhoe or 
itocking to their feet, or a houſe ſo conveni- 
ent as an Engliſh hog- ſty to receive them. 
Theſe indeed may be comfortable ſights to an 
Engliſh ſpectator: who comes for a ſhort time, 
only to learn the language, and returns back 
to his own country, whither he finds all our 
wealth tranſmitted. 

Noftra miſeria magna et. 

There is not one argument uſed to prove 
the riches of Ireland, which is not à logical 
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demonſtration of its 21 7. The riſe of 
our rents is ſqueezed out of the very blood, 
and vitals, and cloaths, and dwellings of the 
tenants, who live worſe than Exgliſb beggars. 
The lowneſs of intereſt, in all other countries 
a ſign of wealth, is in us a proof of miſery; 
there being no trade to employ any borrower. 
Hence alone comes the dearneſs of land, 
ſince the ſavers have no other way to lay out 
their money: hence the dearneſs of neceſſa- 
ries for life: becauſe the tenants cannot af- 
ford to pay ſuch extravagant rates for land 
(which they muſt take or go a beggmg) with- 
out raiſing the price of cattle, and of corn, 
although themſelves ſhould live upon chaff. 
Hence our increaſe of buildings in this city 


becauſe workmen have nothing to do but to 


_— one another, and one half of them 
are infallibly undone. Hence the daily in- 
creaſe of bankers, who may be a neceſſary 
evil in a trading country, but ſo ruinous in 
ours; who, for their private advantage, have 
ſent away all our ſilver, and ane third of our 
gold ; ſo that within three years paſt, the run- 
ning caſh of the nation, which was about five 
hundred thouſand pounds, is now lefs than 
two, and muſt daily diminiſh, unleſs we have 
liberty to coin, as well as that i 
kingdom, the iſle of Man, and the meaneſt 
principality in the German empire, as I before 
obſerved. 

I have ſometimes thought, that this para- 
dox of the kingdom growing rich is chiefly 


owing to thoſe worthy gentlemen the BAax-. 


KERS; 
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KERS; who, except ſome cuſtom-houſe offi» 
cers, birds of paſſage, oppreſſive thirfty 
"quires, and a few others who ſhall be name- 
leſs, are the only thriving people among us: 
and I have often wiſhed, that a law were en- 
ated to hang up half a dozen bankers every 
year, and thereby interpoſe at leaſt ſome ſhort 
delay to the further ruin of Ireland. 

Ye are idle, ye are idle, anſwered Phargeb 
to the Iſraelites, when they complained to b:s 
majefly, that they were forced to make bricks 
without ſtraw. p 1 © a 

England enjoys every one of thoſe advan- 
tages for errching a nation, which I have 
above enumerated ; and into the bargain, a 
good million returned to them every year 
without Jabour or -hazard, or one farthing 
value received on our fide : but how long we 
ſhall be able to continue the payment, I am 
not under the leaſt concern. One thing I 
know, that wwhen the hen is flarved to death, 
there will be no more golden eggs. 

I think it a little unhofpitable, and others 
may call it a ſubtile piece of malice, that be- 
cauſe there may be a dozen families, in this 
town, able to entertain their Exgliſb friends 
in a generous manner at their tables, their 
gueſts, upon their return to England, ſhall 
repert that we wallow in riches and luxury. 

Yet, I confeſs, I have known an hoſpital, 
where all the houſhold officers grew rich; 
while the poor, for whoſe ſake it was built, 
were almoſt ſtarving for want of food and 
raiment, 

To 
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To conclude, if Ireland be a rich and flou- 
riſhing kingdom, its wealth and proſperity 
muſt be owing to certain cauſes, that are yet 
concealed from the whole race of mankind ; 
and the effects are equally inviſible. We need 
not wonder at ſtrangers, when they deliver 
tuch paradoxes ; but a native and inhabitant 


of this 2 who gives the ſame verdict, 


muſt be either ignorant to ſtupidity, or a man- 
pleaſer at the expence of all honour, conſci- 
ence, and truth [&]. 


[8] The preſent ſtate of Ireland “ is, in general, 
* 


ouriſhing as poſſible, Agriculture is cultivated: 
arts and ſciences are encouraged : and, in the ſpace 


of eighteen years, which is almoſt the full time that 


J bave known it, no kingdom can be more improved, 
1752 Oa RRV. 
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CALLED, 
A Memorial of the poor Inhabitants, Tradeſ- 
ow „and Labourers of the Kingdom of Ire- 
and. | 


Written in the Year 1728. 


1 Received a paper from you, whoever you 


are, printed without any name of author 
or printer; and ſent, I ſuppoſe, to me among 
others without any particular diſtinction. It 
contains a complaint of the dearneſs of corn ; 
and ſome ſchemes for making it cheaper, 
which I cannot approve of. 

But, pray, permit me, before I go fur- 
ther, to give you a ſhort hiſtory of the ſteps, 
by which we arrived at this Lovefal ſitua- 
tion. 

It was indeed the ſhameful practice of too 
many Iriſb farmers to wear out their ground 
with ploughing; while, either through po- 
verty, lazineſs, or ignorance, they neither 
took care to manure it as they ought, nor 
gave time to any part of the land to recover 


itſelf; 
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itſelf; and when their leaſes were near ex- 
piring, being aſſured that their landlords 
would not renew, they 1 even the 
meadows, and made ſuch havock, that many 
landlords were conſiderable ſufferers by it [c]. 

This gave birth to that abominable race 
of graziers, who, upon expiration of the 
farmers leaſes, were ready to engroſs great 
quantities of land; and the gentlemen hay- 
ing been before often ill paid, and their land 
worn out of heart, were too eaſily tempted, 
when a rich grazier made an offer to take all 
their land, and give them ſecurity for pay- 
ment. Thus, a vaſt tract of land, where 
twenty or thirty farmers lived, together with 
their cottagers and labourers, in their ſeveral 
cabins, became all deſolate, and eaſily ma- 
naged by one or two herdſmen and their 
boys; whereby the maſter-grazier, with little 
trouble, ſeized to himſelf the livelihood of a 
hundred people. 

It muſt be confeſſed, that the farmers were 
juſtly puniſhed for their knawvery, brutality, 
and folly. But neither are the /quires and 
landlords to be excuſed ; for to them is _ 
the depopulating of the country, the v 
number of beggars, and the ruin of tho 
few ſorry improvements we had. 

That farmers ſhould be limited in plough- 
ing, is very reaſonable, and practiſed in Exg- 


[e] This practice, probably, produced the penal 
clauſes to prohibit ploughinę, mentioned in the Pro- 
Peſal. for the univerſal uſe of Iriſh manufa@ures. 


land; 
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And; and might have eaſily been done here 
by penal claules in their leaſes: but to de- 
prive them in a manner altogether from til- 
ling their lands, was a moſt ſtupid want of 
thinking. 

Had the farmers been confined to plough 
a certain quantity of land, with a penalty of 
ten pounds an acre for whatever they exceed- 
ed, and farther limited for the three or four 
tatt years of their leaſes, all this evil had 
been prevented ; the nation would have ſaved 
» million of money; and been more populous 
by above two hundred thouſand ſouls. 

For a people, denied the benefit of trade, 
to manage their lands in ſuch a manner as to 
produce nothing, but what they are forbid- 
den to trade with, or only ſuch things as 
they can neither export nor manufacture to 
advantage, is an abſurdity that a avid Ju- 
dian would be aſhamed of; eſpecially when 
we add, that we are content to purchaſe this 
hopeful commerce by ſending to foreign mar- 
kets for our daily bread, 

The graxzzer's employment is to feed great 
flocks of ſheep, or black cattle, or both. With 
regard to ſheep, as folly is uſually accom- 

nied with perverſeneſs, ſo it is here. There 
is ſomething ſo monſtrous to deal in a commo- 
-lity (further than for our own uſe) which we 
re not allowed to export manufactured, nor 
dren unmanufactured, but to one certain coun- 
AI, and only to ſome feww ports in that 
country z there is, I ſay, ſomething ſo ſot- 
uh, that it wants @ name in our language 

to 
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to expreſs it by: and the good of it is, that 
the more /heep we have, the fewer human 
creatures are left to wear the gol, or eat 
the fleſh. Ajax was mad, when he miſtook 
a flock of ſheep for his enemies; but we ſhall 
never be ſober, until we have the ſame way 
of thinking. 

The other part of the graxier's buſineſs is 
what we call black cattle, producing hides, 
tallow, and beef tor exportation: all which 
are good and uſeful commodities, if rightly 
managed. But it ſeems, the greateſt part of 
the h:des are ſent out raw for want of bark 
to tan them; and that want will daily grow 
ſtronger: for, I doubt, the new project, of 
tanning without it, is at an end. Our becf, 
I am afraid, ſtil] continues ſcandalous in 
foreign markets for the old reaſons. But our 
tallow, for any thing I know, may be good. 
However, to beſtow the whole kingdom on 
beef and mutton, and thereby drive out half 
the people, who ſhould cat their ſhare, and 
force the reſt to ſend ſometimes as far as 
Egypt for bread to eat with it, is a moſt pe- 
culiar and diſtinguiſhed piece of publick œco- 
nomy, of which I have no comprehenſion. 

I know very well that our anceſtors the 
Scythians, and their poſterity our kinſmen the 
Tarkars lived upon the blood, and milk, 
and raw fleſh of their cattle, without one 
grain of corn: but I confeſs myſelf fo de- 
generate, that I am not *aſy without bread 
to my victuals, 

What 
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What amazed me for a week or two, was 
to ſee, in this prodigious plenty of cattle, 
dearth of human creatures, and want of 
bread, as well as money to buy it, that all 
kind of fe/h-meat ſhould be monſtrouſly dear, 
beyond what was ever known in this king- 


dom. I thought it a defect in the laws, that 


there was not ſome regulation in the price of 
fleſh, as well as bread : but I imagine myſelf 
to have gueſled out the reaſon: in ſhort, I 


am apt to think, that the whole kingdom is 


over-ſtocked with cattle, both black and 
awhite, And as it is obſerved, that the poor 
Iriſb have a vanity to be rather owners of two 
lean cows, than one fat, although with 


double the charge of grazing, and but half 
the quantity of milk; ſo I conceive it much 


more difficult, at preſent, to find a fat bul- 
lock or Twether, than it would be, if half of 
them were fairly knocked on the head : for 
I am aſſured, that in the diſtrict in the ſeveral 
markets, called carrion-row, it is as reaſon- 
able as the poor can deſire; only the circum- 
ſtance of monty to purchaſe it, and of trade, 


or labour, to purchaſe that money, are indeed 


wholly wanting. ; 

Now, Sir, to return more particularly to 
you, and your memorial. 

A hundred thouſand barrels of wheat, you 
ſay, ſhould be imported hither; and ten thou- 
{and pounds premium to the importers. Have 
you looked into. the purſe of the nation? I 
am no commiſſioner of the treaſury ; but am 
well aſſured, that the whole running ol 
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would not ſupply you with a fum to purchaſe 
ſo much corn, which, only at twenty ſhil- 
lings a barrel, will be a hundred thouſand 
pounds; and ten thouſand more for the pre- 
mium. But you will traffick for your corn 
with other goods: and where are thoſe goods ? 
If you had them, they are all engaged to pay 
the rents of abſentees, and other occaſions in 
London, beſides a huge balance of trade this 

ear againſt us. Will foreigners take our 
— paper? I ſuppoſe, they will value it 
at little more than ſo much a quire. Where 
are theſe rich farmers and engraſſers of corn, 
in ſo bad a year, and fo little ſowing ? 

You are in pain for two ſhillings premium, 
and forget the twenty ſhillings for the price; 
find me out the latter, and I will engage for 
the former. 

Your ſcheme for a tax for raiſing ſuch a 
ſum 1s all viſionary, and owing to a great 
want of knowledge in the mzſerable flate of 
this nation. Tea, coffee, ſugar, ſpices, wine, 
and foreign cloaths, are the particulars you 
mention, upon which this tax ſhould be raiſed. 
I will allow the two firſt, becauſe they are 
unwholetome ; and the laſt, becauſe I ſhould 
be glad if they were all | burned ; but I beg 
you will leave us our wine to make us a 
while forget our miſery ; or give your tenants 
leave to plough for barlky. But I will tell 
you a ſecret, which I learned many years ago 
from the commiſſioners of the cuſtoms in 
London; they ſaid, when any commedeſy __ 

care 
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peared to be taxed above a moderate rate, 


the conſequence was, to leſſen that branch of 


the revenue by one half; and one of thoſe 
gentlemen pleaſantly told me, that the miſ- 
take of parliaments on ſuch occaſions was 
owing to an error of computing two and two 
to make four; whereas, in the buſineſs of 
laying heavy impoſitions, two and two never 
made more than one; which happens by let- 
ſening the import, and the ſtrong temptation 
of running ſuch goods as paid high duties, 
at leaſt in this kingdom. Although the wo- 
men are as vain and extravagant as their lo- 
vers or their huſbands can deſerve, and the 
men are fond enough of wine, yet the num- 
ber of both, who can afford ſuch: expences, 
is ſo ſmall, that the major part muſt refuſe 
gratifying themſelves, and the duties will ra- 
tier be leſſened than encreaſed. But, allow- 
ing no force in this argument; yet ſo pre- 
ternatural a ſum, as one hundred and ten 
thouſand pounds, raiſed all on a ſudden (for 
there is no dallying with hunger) is juſt in 
proportion with raiſing a million and a half 
in England; which, as things now ſtand, 
would, probably, bring that opulent king- 
dom under ſome difficulties. 

You are concerned how ſtrange and ſure 
prizing it would be in foreign parts to hear, 
tnat the poor were ſtarving in a RICK coun- 
try, etc. Are you in earneſt? is Irelaxd the 
rich country you mean? or are you inſulting 
oui pawerty were you ever out of Ireland? 
or were you cver in it till of late? You may, 
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probably, have a good employment, and are 
ſaving all you can to purchaſe a good eſtate 
in England. But, by talking ſo familiarly 
of one hundred and ten thoutand pounds by 
a tax upon a few commodities, it is plain, 
you are either naturally or affectedly igno- 
rant of our preſent condition; or elſe you 
would know and allow, that ſuch a ſum is 
not be raiſed here, without a general exciſe ; 
ſince, in proportion to our wealth, we pay 
already, in taxes, more than England ever 
did in the heighth of the war. And when 
you have brought over your corn, who will 
he the buyers? Moſt certainly, not the poor, 
who will not be able to purchaſe the twentieth 
part of it. 

Sir, upon the whole, your paper is a very 
crude piece, liable to more objections than 
there are lines; but, I think, your meaning 
is good, and fo far you are pardonable. 

1f you will propoſe a general contribution 
for ſupporting the poor in potatoes and but- 
termilk, till the new corn comes in, perhaps 
you may ſucceed better; becauſe the thing 
at leaſt is poſſible: and, I think, if our bre- 
thren, in England, would contribute, upon 
this emergency, out of the million they gain 
from us every year, they would do a piece of 
juſtice, as well as charity. In the mean time, 
go and preach to your own tenants to fall to 
the plough as faſt as they can; and prevail 
with your neighbouring *ſquires to do the 
ſame with theirs; or elſe die with the guilt 
of having driven away half the inhabitants, 

and 
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and ſtarving the reſt, For as to your ſcheme 
of railing one hundred and ten thouſand pounds, 
it is as vain as that of Rabelais; which was 
to ſqueeze out wind from the poſteriors of a 
dead aſs. 

But, why all this concern for the poor? 
We want them not as the country is now 
managed; they may follow thouſands of 
their leaders, and ſeek their bread abroad. 
Where the plough has no work, one family 
can do the buſineſs of fifty, and you may 
ſend away the other forty-nine, An admir- 
able piece of huſbandry, never known or 
practiſed by the witeſt nations, who erro- 
neouſly thought people to be the riches of a 
country. 

If fo wretched 2 ſtate of things would al- 
low it, methinks I could have a malicious 
pleaſure, after all the warning I have, in 
vain, given the publick at my own peril for 
ſeveral years patt, to ſee the conſequences 
and events 9 in every particular. I 
pretend to no ſagacity: what I writ was little 
more than what I had diſcourſed to ſeveral 
perſons, who were generally of my opinion: 
and it was obvious to every common. under- 
ſtanding, that ſuch effects mult needs follow 
from ſuch cauſes. A. fair iſſue of things be- 
gun upon party rage, while ſome ſacrificed 
the publick to tury, and others to ambition : 
while a ſpirit of fakion and oppreſſion reigned 
in every part of the country, where gentle- 
men, inſtead of conſulting the eaſe of their 
tenants, or cultivating their lands, were 
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worrying one another upon points of abhig 
and tory, of high church and low church ; 
which no more concerned them, than the 
long and famous controverſy of frops [d] 
for razors: while agriculture was wholly 
diſcouraged, and conſequently half the far- 
mers and labourers, and poorer tradeſmen, 
forced to beggary or baniſhment : Wiſdom 
crieth in the fireets; becauſe I have called on 
you; I have flretched out my hand, and no 
man regarded. But ye haue ſet at nought all 
my counſels, and would none of my reproqf. 
I alſo will laugh at your calamity, and mock 
when your fear cometh. 

I have now done with your memorial, and 
freely excuſe your miſtakes, ſince you appear 
to write as a ſtranger, and as of a country, 
which is left at liberty to enjoy the benefits 
of nature, and to make the belt of thoſe ad- 
vantages which God hath given it in ſoil, 
climate, and fituation. | | 

But having lately ſent out a paper, en- 
titled, 4 Hort view of the flate of Ireland; 
and hearing of an objection, that tome people 
think I have treated the memory of the late 
lord chief-juſtice Whirfhed with an appearance 
of ſeverity : ſince I may not, probably, have 

another opportunity of explaining myſelf in 
that particular, I chuſe to do it here: laying 


ſa] A piece of leather paſted on wood to be uſe! 
with a certain powder, for the property and exce!- 
lance of which ſeveral competitors eagerly con- 
tended, 


it 
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it therefore down for a poflulatum, which, I 


{uppoſe, will be univerſally granted, that no 
little creature, of ſo mean a birth and genius, 


had ever the honour to be a F he enemy to 
8 


his country, and to all kinds of virtue than 
HE, I anſwer thus; whether there be two 
different goddeſſes called Fame, as ſome au- 
thors contend, or only one goddeſs ſounding 
two different trumpets, it is certain, that 
people diſtinguiſhed for, their willainy have as 
good a title to a blaſt from the proper trum- 
pet, as thoſe who are moſt renowned for their 
virtues have from the other; and have equal 
reaſon to complain if it be refuſed... them. 
And accordingly the names of the moſt cele- 
brated proflizates have been faithfully tranſ- 
mitted down to poſterity. And although 
the perſon here underſtood ated his part in 
an obſcure corner of the world; yet his ta- 
lents might have ſhone with_luſtre enough in 
the nobleſt ſcene, 

As to my naming a perſon dead, the plain 
honeft reaſon is the beſt. He was armed 
with power and will to do miſchief, even 
where he was not provoked, as appeared by 
his proſecuting two printers, one to death, 
and ar to. ruin, who had neither offended 
om nor the king, nor him, nor the pub- 
ick. | 

What an encouragement to vice is this! 
If an ill man be alive, and in power, we 
dare not attack him; and if he be weary of 
the world, or of his own villainies, he has 
nothing to do but die, and then his reputa- 
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tion is ſafe, For theſe excellent caſuiſts 
know juſt latin enough to have heard a moſt 
fooliſh precept, that de mortuts nil niſi bo- 
num; 1o that if Socrates, and Anytus his ac- 
cuter [e], had happened to die together, the 
charity of ſurvivors muſt either have obliged 
them to hold their peace, or to fix the ſame 
character on both. The only crime of charg- 
ing the dead 1s, when the Jeait doubt remains 
whether the accuſation be true; but when 
men are openly abandoned, and loſt to all 
thame, they have no reaſon to think it hard, 
if their memory be reproached. Whoever 
reports, or otherwiſe publiſheth any thing, 
which it is poſſible may be falſe, that man is 
a ſlanderer; Hic niger eft, hunc tu, Romane, 
caveto. Even the leaſt miſrepreſentation, or 
aggravation of facts, deſerves the ſame cen- 
ſure in ſome degree: but, in this caſe, I am 

uite deceived, if my error hath not been on 
the fide of extenuation. | 

J have now preſent before me the idea of 
ſorae perſons (I know not in what part of 
the world) who ſpend every moment of their 
lives, and every turn of their thoughts while 
they are awake (and probably of their dreams 
while they ſleep), in the moſt deteſtable actions 
and deſigns; who delight in a/chief, fn 
dal, and oblaquy, with the Hatred and con- 
bempt of all mankind againſt them; but 


Fe] Anytus, one of the wretches who accuſed So- 
crates of contemning the gods, and endeavouring to 
ſabvert the religion of his country, : 

chiefly 
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chiefly of thoſe among their own party, and 
their own family; ſuch, whoſe odious quali- 
ties rival each other for perfection; awarice, 
brutality, faction, pride, malice, treachery, 
noiſe, impudence, dulneſs, ignorance, vanity, 
and revenge, NY every moment for 
ſuperiority in their breaſts. Such creatures are 
not to be reformed; neither is it prudent, or 
ſafe to attempt a agg Yet, although 
their memories will rot, there may be ſome 
benefit for their ſurvivors, to ſmell it while 
it is rotting. 


Ny 


Jam Six, 
Dublin, March 
25, 1728. Your humble ſervant, 
A. B. 
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A 
VINDICATION 
Of His Excellency 
Joux Lord CaxTERET; 
FROM THE 


CHARGE of favouring none but 7 ories, 
High-church-men, and FJacobites [ ]. 


Written in the Year 1740, 


1 N order to treat this important ſubject with 
the greateſt fairneſs and impartiality, per- 
haps it may be convenient to give ſome ac- 
count of his excellency; in whoſe life and 
character there are certain particulars, which 
might give a very juſt ſuſpicion of ſome truth 
in the accuſation he lies under. 

He is deſcended from two noble, ancient 
and moſt loyal families, the Carterets, and 
the Granvilles: too much diſtinguiſhed, I 
confeſs, for what they acted, and what they 
ſuffered, in defending the former conſtitution 


[J The view of this piece ſeems to be to re- 
commend moderation, and laugh political bigotry 
out of countenance. 
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in church and ſtate under king Charles the 
martyr.; I mean that very prince, on account 
of whoſe martyrdom a form f prayer, with 
faſting, was enjoined Y att of parliament to 
be uſjel in the zotb day of Ida, ever 
year, to implore the mercies of God, that the 
guilt of that ſacred and innocent blood might 
not be wiſited on us or our poſterity ; as we 
may read at large in our common-prayer- 
books ; which day hath been ſolemnly kept, 
even within the memory of many men now 
alive. 5 | 6 

His excellency the preſent lord was edu- 
cated. in the univerſity of Oxford; from 
whence, with a ſingularity ſcarce to be juſti- 
fied, he carried away more greek, latin, and 
ph1lo/ophy, than properly became a perſon of 
his rank; indeed much more of each than 
moſt of thoſe who are forced to live by their 
earning will be at the unneceſſary pains to 
load their heads with. g 

This was the rock he ſplit on upon his firſt 
appearance in the world, and having juſt got 
clear of his guardians. For as ſoon as he 
came to town; ſome biſhops, and clergymen, 
and other perſons moſt eminent for learning 
and parts, got him among them ; from whom 
although he were fortunately dragged by a 
lady and the court, yet he could never wipe 
off the ſtain, nor waſh out the tincture of 
his univerſity acquirements and diſpoſitions. 

To this another misfortune was added, 
that it pleaſed God to endow him with great 
natural talents, memory, judgment, compre- 
henſion, 
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henſion, eloquence, and wit: and, to finiſh 
the work, all theſe were fortified even in his 
youth with the advantages received by ſuch 
employments, as are beſt fitted both to exer- 
ciſe and poliſh the gifts of nature and edu- 
cation; having been ambaſſador in ſeveral 
courts, when his age would hardly allow 
him to take a degree; and made principal 
{ecretary of ſtate at a period, when, accord- 
ing to cuſtom, he ought to have been buſicd 
in loſing his meney at a chocolate-houſe; or 
in other amuſements equally laudable and epi- 
demie among perſons of honour. 

I cannot omit another weak ſide in his ex- 
celleney. For it is known, and can be proved 
upon him, that greek and latin books might 
be found every day in his dreſſing- room, if 
it were carefully ſearched; and there is rea- 
ſon to ſuſpect, that ſome of the ſaid books 
have bcea privately conveyed to him by tor 
hands. I am likewiſe aſſured, that he hath 
been taken in the very fact of reading the 
ſaid books, even in the midſt of a ſeſſion, to 
the great negleR of publick affairs. 

I own, there may be ſome grounds for 
this charge; -becauſe I have it from good 
hands, that when his excellency 1s at dinner 


with one or two ſcholars at his elbows, he 


grows a moſt unſupportable and unintelli- 
gible companion to all the fine gentlemeu 

round the cable. | 
I cannot deny, that his excellency lies un- 
der another very great diſadvantage, hrs 
with 
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with all the accompliſhments abovemention- 
ed, adding that of a molt comely and grace- 
ful perſon, and during the prime of youth, 
ſpirits, and vigour, he hath, in a moſt un- 
exemplary manner, led a regular domeſtic 
life; diſcovers a great eſte:m, and friend- 
ſhip, and love fer his lady, as well as true 


aſſection for his children; and when he is 


diſpoſed to admit an entertaining evening— 
companion, he doth nct always enough re- 
flect, whether the perſon may poſſibly, in 
former days, have lain under the imputation 
of a fory ; nor at ſuch times do the natural 
or affetted fears of popery and the pretender 
make any part of the converſation ; I pre- 
ſume, becauſe neither Homer, Plato, Ariſtotle, 
nor Cicero, have made any mention of 
them. 

Theſe I freely acknowledge to be his ex- 
cellency's failings: yet, I think it is agreed 
by philoſophers and divines, that ſome al- 
lowance ought to be poem to human infir- 
mity, and to the prejudices of a wrong edu- 
cation. 

I am well aware, how much my ſentiments 
differ from the orthodox opinions of one or 
two principal patriots, at the head of whom 
I name with honour Pifforides. For theſe 
have decided the matter directly againſt me 
by decharing, that no perſon, who was eyer 
known to lie under the ſuſpicion of one ſingle 
tory principle, or who had been once fecy 
at a great man's levee in the aber of 
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::1:5 | g], ſhould be allowed to come within 
ine verge of the caſtle; much leſs to bow in 
the antichamber, appear at the afe;:blies, or 
dance at a birth-night. However, I dare aſ- 
ſert, that this maxim hath been often con- 
trolled ; and that, on the contrary, a conſt- 
derable number of early penitents have been 
received into grace, who are now an orna- 
ment, happineſs, and ſupport to the nation. 
Neither do I find any murmuring on ſome 
other points of greater importance, where this 
favourite maxim is not ſo itrictly obſerved. 
To inſtance only in one. I have not heard, 
that any care hath hitherto been taken to diſ- 
cover whether madam Violante [h] be a gig 
or tory in her principles; or even that ſhe 
hath ever been offered the oaths to the govern- 
ment: on the contrary, I am told, that ſhe 
openly profeſſeth herte!f.to be a Jig er; 
and it is not improbable, by her outlandiſh 
name, ſhe may alſo be a papiſi in her heart; 
yet we ſee this illuſtrious and dangerous fe- 
male openly careſſed by principa! perſons of 
both parties; who contribute to ſupport her 
in a ſplendid manner, without the leaſt appre- 
henſions from a grand: jury, or even from 
ſquire Hartley Hutcheſon himſelf, that æea- 
lous proſecuior of hawkers and libels. And, 
as Hobbes wiſely obſerves, ſo much money bt» 


ſg] The three laſt years of queen Ann, when 
lord Oxford was miniſter, were ſo called by the 
v higs. | 

i] A famous Talian rope · dancer. 
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mg equivalent to ſo much porwer, it may de- 
ſerve conlidering, with what ſafety ſuch an 
inſtrument of power ought to be truſted in 
the hands of an alien, who hath not given 
any legal ſecurity for her good affection to 
the government. 

I confeſs, there is one evil which I could 
with our friends would think proper to re- 
dreſs. There are many whzgs in this king- 
dom of the old-faſhioned lamp, of whom we 
might make very good uſe; they bear the 
ſame loyalty with us to the Hanowerian fas 
mily in the perſon of king George the ſecond ; 
the ſame abhorrence of the pretender, witli 
the conſequences of popery and flawery, and 
the ſame indulgence to fenden conſciences : 
but, having nothing to aſk for themſeives, and 
therefore the more leiſure to think for the 
publick, they are often apt to entertain fears 
and melancholy proſpects, concerning the ſtate 
of their country, the decay of trade, the want 
of money, the miſerable condition of the 
people, with other topicks of the like nature; 
all which do equally concern both abe and 
tory; who, if they have any thing to loſe, 
muſt be equally tuſterers. Perhaps, one or 
two of theſe melancholy gentlemen will ſome- 
times venture to publiſh their thoughts in 
print: now I can by no menns approve our 
uſual cuſtom of curſing and railing at this 
ſpecies of thinkers, under the names 2 f 25. 
ries, jacobites, papifls, libellene, rels and 
me like, 
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This was the utter ruin of that poor, an- 
gry, buſtling, well-meaning mortal Piſtori- 
des; who lies equally under the contempt of 
both parties; with no other difference, than 
a mixture of pzty on one fide, and of awer/i- 
on on the other. 

How hath he been pelted, peſtered, and 
pounded by one fingle wag, who promiſeth 
never to forſake him, living or dead ! 

I was much pleaſed with the humour of a 
ſurgeon in this town; who having, in his 
own apprehenſion, received ſome great injuſ- 
tice from the earl of Galway, and deſpairin 
of revenge, as well as relief, declared to all 
his friends, that he had ſet a-part one hun- 
dred guineas to purchaſe the earl's carcaſe 
from the ſexton, whenever zt ſhould dye, to 
make a ſkeleton of the bones, ſtuff the hide, 
and ſhew them for three-pence ; and thus get 
vengeance for the injuries he had ſuffered by 
its owner. . 

Of the like ſpirit too often is that implaca- 
ble race of wits ; againſt whom there is no 
defence but innocence and philoſophy ; nei- 
ther of which is likely to be at hand; and 
therefore the wounded have no where to fly 
for a cure, but to down-right ſtupidity, a 
crazed head, or a profligate contempt of guilt 
and ſhame. 

I am therefore ſorry for that other miſerable 
creature Traulus; who, although of ſome- 
what a different ſpecies, yet ſeems very far 
to outdo even the genius of Pifforides in that 
miſcarrying talent of railing without conſiſt- 

enc 
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ency or diſcretion againſt the moſt innocent 


3 according to the preſent ſituation of 
I 


s gall and ſpleen. I do not blame an honeft 
gentleman for the bittereſt invectives againſt 
ane, to whom he profeſſeth the greateſt friends. 
ſhip ; JH he acts in the dark, fo as not 
to iſcovered: but, in the midſt of care/- 
es, viſits, and invitations, to run into the 
ſtreets, or to as publick à place, and, with- 
out the leaſt pretended incitement, ſputter 
out the baſeſt and falſeſt accuſations ; then 
to wipe his mouth, come up ſmiling to his 
friend, ſhake him by the hand, and tell him 
in a whiſper, it was all for his ſervice : This 
proceeding, I am bold to think a great fail» 
ure in prudence. And I am afraid left ſuch a 
practitioner, with a body ſo open, ſo foul, and 


10 full of ſores, my fall under the reſentment 
i 


of an incenſed political ſurgeon, who is not 
m much renown for his mercy upon great 
provocation : who, without waiting for his 
death, will Hay and diſſect him alive; and to 
the view of mankind lay open all the diſor- 
dered cells of his brain, the venom of his 
tongue, the corruption of his heart, and ſpots 
and flatus's of his ſpleen ; and all this for 
three-pence. 

In ſuch a caſe what a fcene would be laid 
open! and, to drop my metaphor, what a 
character of our miſtaking friend might an 
angry enemy draw and expoſe ! particulariz- 
mg that unnatural conjunction of vices and 
follies ſo inconſiſtent with each other in the 
fame breaſt : furious and fawning, ſcurrilous 
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and flattering, cowardly and provoking, in- 
ſolent and abjeet ; moſt profligately falſe, 
with the ſtrongeſt profeſſions of ſincerity z po- 
ſitive and variable, tyrannical and ſlaviſh. 

I apprehend, that if all this ſhould be ſet 
out to the world by an angry whig of the 
cld ſtamp, the unavoidable conſequence muſt 
be a confincment of our riend for ſome 
months ore to his garret; and thereby de- 
priving the publick, for ſo long a time, and 
in lo nportant a juneture, of his uſeful talents 
in their ſervice, while he is fed like a wild 
beaſt through a hole; but, I hope, with a 
ſpecial regard to the quantily and quality of 
his nouriſhment, 

In vain would his excuſers endeavour to 
palliate his enormities by imputing them to 
madneſs; becaule it is well known, that 
madneſs only operates by inflaming and en- 
larging the good or evil diſpoſitions of the 


mind. For the curators of Bedlam aſſure us, 


that ſome lunatics are perſons of honour, 
truth, benevolence, and many other virtues, 
which appear in their higheſt ravings, although 
after a wild incoherent manner; while others, 
on the contrary, diſcover, m every word and 
action, the utmoſt baſeneſs and depravity of 
human minds; which intallibly they poſlefled 
in the fame degree, although, perhaps, under 
a better regulation, before their entrance into 
that academy. 

But it may be objected, that there is an ar- 
gument of much — to excuſe the over- 
tlowings of chat zeal, which our friend ſhews 


or 
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or means for our cauſe. And it muſt be 
confeſled, that the eaſy and Smooth fluency of 
his elocution, beſtowed on him by nature, and 
culttyated by continual practice, added to the 
comelineſs of his perſon, the harmony of his 
Dice, the gracejulns}s of his manner, and the 
decency of his dreſs, arc temptations too ſtrong 
tor inch a genius to refilt upon any publick 
occation of making them appear with a#7wer- 
al applauſe. And if good men are fome- 
times accuſed of loving their jet better than 
their friend; ſurely, to gain the reputation of 
the firſt orator in the kingdom, no man of 
pirit would ſeruple to loſe all the Arien he 
had in the word. | 

It is ufual for maſters to make their boys 
declaim on both fides of an argument; and 
as ſome kinds of aſſemblies are called the 
ſchools of politicks, IT contels nothing can bet- 
ter improve political ſchool- boys, than the 
art of making plauſible or implauſible ha- 
rangues againſt the very opinion, for which 
they reſolve to determine. 

So cardinal Perron, after having ſpoke for 
an hour, to the admiration of all his hearers, 
to prove the exittence of God, told fome ot 
his intimates, that he could have ſpoken ano- 
ther hour, and much better, to prove the con- 
ary. | 

1 have placed this reaſoning in the ſtrong- 
eſt light, that I think it will beur; and have 
nothiug to anſwer, but that, allowing it as 
much weight as the render hall pleate, it hath 
cunkaitiy met with i ſucgels in the mouth 
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of our friend; but whether for want of good 
luck, or good management, I ſuſpend my 
judgment. 

To return from this long digreſſion ; if per- 
ſons in high ſtations have beer allowed to 
chuſe wenches without regard even to differ- 
ence in religion, yet never incurred the leaſt 


reflexion on their loyalty, or their proteſtant- 
iſm 3 ſhall the chief governor of a great 


kingdom be cenſured for chuſing a companion, 
who may formerly have been ſuſpected for 
differing from the orthodox in ſome ſpeculative 
opinions of perſons and things, which cannot 
_ -=_ fundamental principles of a ſound 
ewvhig 

But let me ſuppoſe a very poſſible caſe. 
Here is a perſon ſent to govern Ireland, whoſe 
unfortunate weak ſide it happens to be, for ſe- 
veral reaſons abovementioned, that he hath 
encouraged the attendance of one or two gen- 
tlemen diſtinguiſhed for their taſte, their wit, 
and their learning ; who have taken the oaths 
to his majeſty, and pray heartily for him : 
yet, becauſe they may rhaps be ſtigmatized 
as quondam tories by Piftoridtes and his gang, 
his excellency muſt be forced to baniſh them 
under the pain and peril of diſpleaſing the 
zealots of his own party; and thereby be put 
into a worſe condition than every common 
good fellow, who may be a ſincere proteſtant 
and a loyal ſubject, and yet rather chuſe to 


drink fine ale at the pope s head, than muddy 
at the king's, | 
| Let 
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Let me then return to my ſuppoſitions. 
It is certain, the high-flown ſoyalit 8, in the 
preſent ſenſe of the word, have their thoughts, 
and ſtudies, and tongues, ſo entirely diverted 
by political ſchemes, that the geal of their 
principles hath eaten up their underſtandings; 
neither have they time, from their employ- 
ments, their hopes, and their hourly labours, 
for acquiring new additions of merit, to a- 
muſe themſelves with philoiogical converſe or 
ſpeculations, which are utterly ruinous to all 
ſchemes of riſing in the world. What then 
muſt a great man do, whoſe'ill ſtars have 
fatally perverted him to a love and taſte and 
poſſeſſion of literature, politeneſs, and good 
ſenſe ? Our thorough-ſped republick of whigs, 
which contains the bulk of all /e ere, pre- 
tenders, expecters, and profeſſors, are, beyond 
all doubt, moſt highly uſzful to princes, to go- 
vernors, to great minilters, and to the coun- 
try; but, at the ſame time, and by neceſſary 
conſequence, the moſt diſagreeable compani- 
ons to all, who have that unfortunate turn of 
mind peculiar to his excellency, and, perhaps, 
to five or fix more in a nation. 

I do not deny it poſſible, that an original 
or proſelyte favourite of the times might have 
been born to thoſe uſeleſs talents, which, in 
former ages, qualified a man to be a poet, or 
a philoſopher. All I contend for is, that, 
where the true genius of party once enters, it 
 frweeps the houſe clean, and leaves room for 
many other ſpirits to take joint poſſeſſion, un- 


Q 4 til 


260 A VINDICATION OF 


til the /off ate of that man is exceeding! ly Let. 
ter than the firjt. 

I allow it a great error in his excellency, 
that he adheres to obitinately to his old un- 
toſÞrenalle academick education; yet ſo per- 
verſe is human nature, that the uſunbreinetlic. 
fur tliis evil in others have produced a con- 
trary eficet in him; to a degree, that, I am 
credibly informed, he will, as I have already 
hinted, in the middle cf a ſeſſion, quote pil- 
ſages cut cf Plato and Pixder, at his own 

table, to ſome book-learned companion, with - 
out bluſhing, even when perſons of great fla- 
t:cns arc hy. 

] will venture one ſtep further; which is, 
freely to confels, that this miſtaken methed 
of educating ID in the knowledge of an- 
cient learning and language is too apt to 
{ſpoil their foliticks and principles ; becaule the 
doctrine and examples of the books they 
read, teach them Iclions directly contrary, 772 
every foint, to the preſint pradtice of the 
world: and accordingly Hobbes moſt judici— 
ouſly obterves, that the writings of the GS 
and Romas made young men imbibe opini— 
ons againſi abſolute power in a prince, or 
even in a firſt miniſter; and to embrace noti- 
ons of liberty and property. 

It hath been therefore a great felicity in 
theſe kingdoms, that the heirs to titles and 
large eſtates have a wenkneſs in their eyes, 
a icndcrneſs in their conſtitutions, are net 
alle to | car the pan and indignity of whip- 
ping; and, as the mother He); tiy cxprefies its 
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could never take to their books, vet are well 
enough qualified to ſign a receipt for half a 
year's rent, to put their names (rightly ſpelt ) 
to a warrant, and to read pamphlets againſt 
religion and htyh- flying ; whereby they fill 
their niches, and carry themſelves through. 
the world with that dignity, which beſt be- 
comes a ſenator and a */quire. 

I could heartily wiſh his excellency would 
be more condeſcending to the genius of the 
kingdom he governs ; to the condition of the 
times, and to the nature of the ſtation he fills. 
Yet, if it be true, what I have read in old 
Engliſh ftory-books,. that one Agefilaus (no 
matter to the bulk of my readers whether T 
{pell the name right or wrong) was caught, 
by the parſor of the pariſh, riding on a hob- 
by-horſe with his children; that Socrates, a 
heathen philoſopher, was found dancing by 
himſelf at fourſcore ; that a king, called Cz- 
far Auguſti:cs (or ſome ſuch name) uſed to play 
with boys, whereof ſome might poſſibly be 
tons of forest; and that two great men, called 
Scipin and Lælius (I forget their chriſtiau 
names, an {| whether they were poets or ge- 
nerals) often played at duck and drake with 
ſmooth ſtones on a river. Now, I ſay, if 
thele facts be true (and the book where I 
found them is in print) I cannot imagine, 
why our molt zcalous patriots may not a lit- 
tle indulge his excellency in an infirmity, 
which is not morally evil; provided he gives 
no publick {candal z which is, by all means, 
to be avoide : I hy, why he may nat be 

Q 5 indulged 


« 
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indulged twice a week to converſe with one 
or two particular perſons; and let him and 
them conn over their old exploded readings 
together, after mornings ſpent in hearing and 
preſcribing evays and means from and to his 
moſt obedient politicians for the welfare of the 
kingdom ; although the ſaid particular = 
ſon, or perſons, may not have made ſo publick 
a declaration of their political faith in all its 
parts, as the buſineſs of the nation requires : 
ſtill ſubmitting my opinion to that happy ma- 
Joris which I am conſident is always in the 
right; by whom the liberty of the ſubject 
hath been ſo frequently, ſo ſtrenuouſly, and 
ſo ſucceſsfully alerted ; who, by their wiſe 
counſels, have made commerce to flouriſh, o- 
ney to abound, inhabitants to encreaſe, the 
value of lands and rents to riſe, and the 
whole iſland put on a new face of plenty and 
proſperity. i 
But, in order to clear his excellency more 
fully from this accuſation of ſnewing his fa- 
vours to high-flyers, tories, and jacobites, it 
will be neceſſary to come to particulars. 
The firſt perſon of a tory denomination, to 
whom his excellency gave any marks of his 
favour, was doctor Thomas Sheridan. It is 
to be obſerved, that this happened ſo early in 
his excellency's government, that it may be 
juſtly ſuppoſed he had not been informed cf 
that gentleman's character upon ſo dangerous 
an article. The doctor being well known, 
and diſtinguiſhed for his ſkill and ſucceſs in 
the education of youth beyond moſt of his 
protei- 
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profeſſion for many years paſt, was recom - 
mended to his excellency on the ſcore of his 
learning, and particularly for his knowledge in 
the Greek tongue; whereof, it ſeems, his excel- 
lency is a great admirer, although for what rea- 
ſons I could never imagine. However, it is a- 
greed on all hands, that his lordſhip was too 
eaſily prevailed on by the doctor's requeſt, or 
indeed rather from the bias of his own nature, 
to hear a tragedy ated in tnat unknown lan- 
guage by the doctor's lads, which was written 
y ſome heathen author; but whether it con- 
tained any tory or high-church principles, 
muſt be left ro the conſciences of the boys, 
the doctor, and his excellency; the only wit- 
neſſes in this caſe, whoſe teſtimonies can be 
depended upon. 
It ſeems, his excellency (a thing never to 
be ſufficiently wondered at) was ſo pleaſed 


with his entertainment, that ſome time after. 


he gave the doctor a clurch-living to the va- 
lue of almoſt one hundred pounds a year, 
and made him one of his chaplains ; from an 
antiquated notion, that good ſchool-maſters 
ought to be encouraged in every nation pro- 
feſſing civility and religion. Yet his excel- 
lency did not venture to make this bold ſtep 
without ſtrong recommendations from perſons 
of r principles fitted to the times; 
who thought themſelves bound, in juſtice, ho- 
nour, and gratitude, to do the doctor a good 
office, in return for the care he had taken of 
their children, or of thoſe of their friends, 
Yet the cataſtrophe was terrible; for tue 


Q 6 doctor, 
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doctor, in the heighth of his felicitv and gra- 
titude (going down to take poiletlion of his 
pariſh, and turnſhed with a few led termons, 
whereot as it is to be ſuppoſed the number 
was very ſmall, having never ferved a cure 
in the church), ſtopt at Cork to attend on 
his biſhop; and going to church on the „uu 
day following, was, according to the uſual 
civility of country clergymen, invited by the 
miniſter of the pariſh to ſupply the pulpit, 
It happened to be the firit of Aug; and the 
firtt of {uguft happened that year to light up- 
on a ſunday; and it bappened that the doc- 
tor's text was in theſe words; Sufecient unto 
the day is the evil thereof [i]: and laſtly, it 
happencd that ſume one perton of the congre- 
gation, whoſe loyalty made him watchful up- 
on every appearance of danger to his majeſ- 
ty's perſon and government, when ſervice was 
over, gave the alarm. Notice was immedi— 
ately ſent up to town; and, by the zeal ot 
ene man cf x0 large dimenſions of body or mind, 
ſuch a clamour was raiſed, that we in Dublin 
could apprehend no leſs than an invaſion by 
the pretender, who mult be landed in the 


 feuth. The reſult was, that the doctor muſt 


be ſtruck out of the chaplain's liſt, and ap- 
pear no more at the caſtle; yet whether he 
were then, or be at this day, a wwhig or a 
tory, I think is a ſecret; only it is manifeſt, 


[i] The firſt of Aurn/? is the anniverſary of the 
THuncycrien ſamily's acciliion to the crown of Great 


britain, 
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that he is a zealous Hoanwerian, at leaſt in 
poctry, and a great admirer of the pretent 
royal family through all its branches. His 
friends likewiſe aſlert, that he had preached 
this ſermon often under the fame text; that, 
not having obſerved the words, till he was in 
the pulpit, and had opencd his notes, as he 
is a perlon a little abtiracted, he wanted pre- 
fence of mind to change them: and that, in 
the whole ſermon, there was not a ſyllable 
relating to government or party, or to the 
fubject of the day. 

In this incident there ſeems to have been 
an union of events, that will probably never 
happen again to the end of the world; or is, 
at leaſt, like the grand conjunction in the 
heavens ; which, I think, they ſay can arrive 
but once in twenty thouſand years. 

The ſecond gentleman (if I am right in my 
chronology) who, under the ſuſpicion of a 
tory, received ſome favour from his excellency, 
is Mr. James Stopford ; very ftrongly recom - 
mended by the moſt eminent wwhis in Enc- 
land on the account of his learning, and vir- 
tue, and other accompliſhments, He had 
paſſed the greateſt part of his youth in cloſe 
ſtudy, or in travelling; and was either not at 
home, or not at leiſure to trouble his thoughts 
about party; which I allow to be a great 
omiſſion, although I cannot honeſtly place 
him in the liſt of forics: and therefore think 
his excellency may be fairly acquitted fer 
making him vicar of Figl, worth about 
one hundred pounds a vear, 

The 
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The third is doctor Patrick Delany. This 


divine lies under ſome diſadvantage; having, 
in his youth, received many civilities from a 
certain [] perſon, then in a very high ſtation 
here; for which reaſon, I doubt, the doctor 
never drank his confulion fince, and, what 
makes the matter deſperate, it is now too 
late; unleſs our inquiſitors will be content 
with drinking confuſion to his memory. The 
aforeſaid eminent perſon, who was a judge of 
all merit, except that of party, diſtinguiſhed 
the doctor among other juniors in our univer- 
fity for his learning, virtue, diſcretion, and 
good ſenſe, But the doctor was then in too 
good a ſituation at his college to hope or en- 
deayour at a better eſtabliſhment from one, 
who had no power to give it him. 

Upon the preſent lord lieutenant's coming 
over, the decker was named to his excellency 
by a friend [I] among other clergy of diſtinc- 
tion, as perſons whoſe characters it was pro- 
per his excellency ſhould know; and by the 
truth of which the giver would be content 
to ſtand or fall in his excellency's opinion ; 
ſince not one of thoſe perſons were in parti- 
cular friendſhip with the gentleman who gave 
in their names. By this, and ſome other in- 
cidents, particularly the recommendation of 
the late archbiſhop of Dublin, the doctor be- 
came known to his excellency, whoſe fatal 


Ck] Sir Conflantine Phipps, lord chancellor of Tre- 
land, when queen Anne died. 


100 The author. 
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turn of mind towards heatheni/h and outlard- 
1% books and languages, finding, as I con- 
ceive, a like diſpoſition in the doctor, was 
the cauſe of his becoming ſo domeitick, as we 
are told he is, at the caſtle of Dublin. 

Three or four years ago the doctor, grown 
weary of an academick life, for ſome reaſon 
beſt known to the managers of the diſcipline 
m that learned ſociety (which it may not be 
for their honour to mention), retolved to leave 
it; although, by the benefit of the pupils, 
and his ſenior fellowſhip, with al! its perqui- 
fites, he received every year between nine 
hundred and a thouſand pounds. And a 
ſmall northern living, in the univerſity's do- 
nation, of ſomewhat better than one hundred 
pounds a year falling at the ſame time with 
the chancellorſhip of CHriſi- Church, to about 
equal the value, in the gift of his excellen- 
cy; the doctor ventured into the world in a 
very ſcanty condition; having ſquandered 


away all his annual income in a manner, 


which, although perhaps proper enough for a 
clergyman without a family, will not be for 
the advantage of his character to diſcover ei- 
ther on the exchange, or at a banker's ſhop. 
About two months ago, his excellency gave 
the doctor a prebend in St. Patrick's cathe- 
dral ; which, being of near the fame value 
with cither of the two former, will add a 
third part to his revenues, after he ſhall have 
aid the great incumbrances upon it: ſo that 
e may now be ſaid to poſſeſs of church pre- 
ferments 


| 
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Ferments in ſcattered tithes three hundres 
pounds a year; inſtead of the like ſum of in- 


fallible rents from a ſenior fellowſhip, with 


the offices annexed ; beſide the advantage or 
a free lodging, a great number ot pupils, and 
lome other caiements. 

But ſince the doctor hath not, in any of his 
writings, his ſermons, his actions, his dii- 
courtc, or his company, diſcovered one fins }c 
principle of either <v/zg or tory ; ani that the 
lord lieutenant ſtill continues to admit him; 
I ithall boldly pronounce him ONE OF us: 
but like a new ſ/ree-maſonr, who hath not ye: 
learned all the dialect of the myſtery. Nei- 
ther can he juiily be accuſed of any try doc- 
trincs 3 except perhaps ſome among those 
few, with which that evicted party was 
charged during the heighth of their power, but 
have been tince transferred, for the molt , 
renſons, to the avhole body oi our firmeit 
friends. | 

I have now done with the clergy : and, 
upon the {iricteir examination, have not been 
able to find above one of that order, againſt 

. whom any party ſuſpicion can lic; I mean 
the untortunate gentleman doctor Sheridan, 
who, by mere chance-medley, ſhot his own 
fortune dead with a fingle text. 

As to the laity, I can hear of but one per- 
ſon of the tory ſtamp, who, fince the begin- 
ning of his excellency's government, did cver 
receive any ſolid mark of his favour: I mean 
dir Arthur Acheſon, reported to be an acknow- 
leged ry; and, what is almoſt us bad, a 

ſeholar 
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ſcholar into the bargain. It is whiſpered a- 
bout, as a certain truth, that this gentleman 
is to have a grant of a certain barrack [21 
upon his eſtate within two miles of his own 
houſe; for which the crown is to be his te- 
nant, at the rent of ſixty pounds per annum ; 
he heing only at the expence of about fire 
hundred pounds to put the houſe in repair, 
build ftables, and other neceſſaries. I will 
place this z7vidicus mark of beneficence con - 
terred on a % in a fair light, by computing 
the cotts a neceſſary def cations: after 
which it may be ſcen how much Sir r 
will be annually a ckar gainer by the publick; 
notwithſtanding his z2/o0r;uncte principles, wnd 
his knowledge in greek and lin. ; 


For repairs, etc. gool. the intereſt 7 
whereof per ann. 3 
For all manner of poultry to furniſh 
the troopers, but which the ſid 


troopers mu it be at the labour of VIE 
catching, valued per ann. 
For ſtraggling ſheep - - - 8 0 o 
For game deſtroyed five miles round 6 0 0 
49 0 0 
Rent paid to Sir Arthur - - - 6000 
Dednct =. 968 
Remains cler 11 0 0 


n] See a poem upon this incident, ealled Hamil- 
tcx's bon, vol. vii. 
Thus, 
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Thus, if Sir Arthur Acheſon ſhall have the 
good fortune to obtain a grant of this bar- 
rack, he will receive zet profit annually from 
the crown ELEVEN pounds ferling, to help 
him in entertaining the officers, and makin 
proviſions for his younger children. ' 

[t is true, there is another advantage to be 
expected, which may fully compenſate the 
loſs of cattle and poultry; by multiplying 
the breed of mankind, and tically that 
of good proteflants, in a part of the kingdom 
halt depopulated by the wild humour among 
the farmers there of leaving their country. 
But I am not ſo ſkilful in arithmetick, as to 
compute the value. | 

I have reckoned one per cent. below the 
legal intereſt for the money that Sir Arthur 
muſt expend ; and valued the damage in the 
other articles very moderately. However, I 
am confident he may, with good management, 
be a ſaver at leaſt; which is a prodigious in- 
flance of moderation in our friends towards a 
profeſſed tory; whatever merit he may pre- 
tend by the unwillingneſs he hath ſhewn to 
make his excellency uneaſy in his adminiſtra- 
tion. 

Thus I have, with the utmoſt impartiality, 
collected every fingle favour (further than 
perſonal civilities) conferred by his excellen- 
cy on tories, and reputed tories, ſince his firſt 
arrival hither to this 3o'® day of April, in 
the year of our Lord 1730, giving all allow- 


ance poſſible to the arguments on the other 
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fide of the queſtion: and the account will 


ftand thus: 

Diſpoied of preferments and employments 
to tories, or reputed tories, by his excellency 
John lord Carteret, lord lieutenant of Ire- 
land, in about the ſpace of ſix years: 


To doficr Thomas Sheridan, ina ; | 
rectory near Kiz/ale, per ann. 1 
To Sir Arthur Acheſon, 
2 barrack, per ann. . 


111 © © 


Give me leave now to compute in groſs the 
value of the favours done by his excellency 
to the trye friends of their king and country, 
and of the proteſtant religion. 

It is to be remembered, that, although his 
—— cannot be properly ſaid to beſtow 
biſhopricks, commands in the army, the place 
of a judge, or commiſſioner in the revenue, 
and ſome others; yet they are for the moſt 
part diſpoſed upon his recommendation, except 
where the perſons are immediately ſent from 
England by their intereit at court; for which 
J have allowed great defalcations in the fol- 
lowing accounts. And it is remarkable, that 
the only conſiderable ſtation conferred on a 
tory ſince his preſent excellency's government 
was of this latter kind. 

And indeed it is but too notorious, that, 
in a neighbouring nation (where this danger - 
ous 
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ous denomination om, 42 ir.comparably 
more numerous, mere puetrtul, and of con- 
fequence more tormidable) real tories can of- 
ten, with much leſs difficulty, obtain very 
high favours from the government, than their 
reputed brethren can ne to the Joweſt in 
ours. I obſcrye this, with ail poltihle 1ub- 
miſſion to the witdom of their policy; which 
however will not, I beiicve, diſpute the praise 
of vigilance with ours. 


W HIS Account. 


Gd 
* 


To perſons promoted to biſhop- 
ricks, or removed to more he- \ 
neficial ones, computed 4. 
aun. 

To civil employments - - 95,030 © 0 

To military commands - = 8,436 0 © 


— 


27,516 © © 


TORY Account. 


% ( > - - 111 0 © 


Balance - - - 27,405 O © 


T ſhall conclude with this obſervation, that, 
as I think the zcrzvs have ſuilicient reaton to 
be fully ſatisfied with the thare of tuft, ponu- 
er, and employpments, Which they policts air 
the leniſy of the pretent government; fo, } 

Not 
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not find how his excellency can be juſtly cen- 
ſured for favouring none but high-chrrch, 
bigh-flyers, termagants, laudiſts, ſachewerel— 
lians, tip-top-gallant-men, jacobites, tantivys, 
anti-hancverians, friends to popery and the 
pretender, and to arbilrary power, diſobligers 
of England, breakers of DEPENDENCY, in- 
flomers of quarrels between the tavo nations, 
publick iucendiæries, enemies to the king and 
kingdoms, haters of TRUE proteflants, laurel- 
men, annifls, complainers of the nation's fo— 
werty, ormondians, tconocdlaſts, anti- gloridise- 
memoriſls, anuti-rewolutioners, cf roſgliſts, 
tenth- cjuniaus, and the like, when, by a tat 
ſtate of the account, the balance, I concerve, 
gens to lie on the other ſide. 


CON- 


CONSIDERATIONS 


UPON TWO 


1 ba: 8 


Sent down from. the Right Honourable the 
Houſe of Loks to the Honourable the 
Houſe of Commons in Ireland, relating 
to the CLERGY. 


Written in the Year 1731. 


I HAVE often, for above a month paſt, 
deſired ſome few clergymen, who are 
pleaſed to vifit me, that they would procure 
an extract of two BILLs brought into the 
council by ſome of the biſhops, and both of 
them fince paſſed in the houſe of lords : but 
I could never obtain what I delired, whether 
by the forgetfulneſs or negligence of thoſe 
whom I employed, or the difficulty of the 
thing itſelf. Therefore, if I ſhall happen to 
miſtake in any fact of conſequence, I deſire 
my remarks upon it may pals for nothing; 
for my information is no better, than what 
I received in words from ſeveral divines, who 
ſeemed to agree with each other. I have not 
the honour to be acquainted with any one 
ſingle prelate of the kingdom; and am a 
ſtranger to their characters, further than as 
2 come 
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common fame reports them, which is not to 
be depended on: therefore I cannot be ſup- 
poſed to act upon a principle of reſentment. 
I eſteem their functions (if I may be allowed 
to ſay ſo without offence) as truly apoſtolical, 
abſolutely neceſſary to the — 2 of a 


chriſtian church. 


There are no qualities more incident to the 
frailty and corruptions of human kind, than 
an indifference or inſenſibility for other men's 
ſufferings, and a ſudden forgetfulneſs of their 
own former humble ſtate, when they riſe in 
the world, Theſe two diſpoſitions have not, 
I think, any where ſo ſtrongly exerted them- 
ſelves, as in the order of biſhops with regard 
to the inferior; clergy z for which I can find 
no reaſons, but ſuch as naturally ſhould ſeem 
to operate a quite contrary way. The main- 
tenance of the clergy throughout the king- 
dom is precarious and uncertain, collected 
from a moſt miſerable race of beggarly farm- 
ers; at whoſe mercy every mia ler lies to be 
defrauded. His office as rector, or wicar, 
if it be duly executed, is very laborious. As 
ſoon as he is promoted to a biſboprick, the 
ſcene is entirely and happily changed; his re- 
venues are large, and as ſurely paid as thoſe 
of the king; his whole buſineſs is once a 
year to receive the attendance, the ſubmiſſion, 
and the proxy-money of all his clergy, in 
whatever part of the dioceſe he ſhall pleaſe 
to think moſt convenient for himſelf. Nei- 
ther is his perſonal preſence neceſſary, for 
the buſineſs may be done by a gat 

e 
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The fatigue of ordination is juſt what the 
biſhops pleaſe to make it; and, as matters 
have been for ſome time, and may probably 
remain, the fewer ordinations the better, 
The reſt of their viſible office conſiſts in the 
honour of attending parliaments and coun- 
cils, and beſtowing preferments in their own 
gift; in which laſt employment, and in their 
{piritual and temporal courts, the labour falls 
to their vice- general, ſecretaries, proftors, 
appariors, ſeneſchals, and the like. Now, 
I fay, in fo quick a change, whereby their 
brethren, in a few days, are become their 
tubjects, it would be reaſonable at leaſt to 
hope that the labour, confinement, and ſub- 
je es, from which they have ſo lately eſ- 
caped, lite a bird out of the ſnare of the ſoau- 
ter, might a little incline them to remember 
the condition of thoſe who were but laſt 
week their equals, probably their companions 
or their friends, and poſſibly as reaſonable 
expectants. There is a known. ſtory of co- 
lonel Tidcomb, who, while he continued a 
tubaltern officer, was every day complaining 
againſt the pride, oppreſſion, and hard treat- 
ment of colonels towards their officers; yet, in 
a very few minutes after he had received his 
commiſſion for a regiment, walking with a 
friend on the all, he conteſſed that the ſpi- 
rit of colonel-ſhip was coming faſt upon him, 


which ſpirit is ſaid to have daily increaſed to 


the hour of his death. 
It is true, the clergy of this kingdom, who 


are promoted to bi/hopricks, have always ſome 
great 
O 


SL AEDT we ET UG PEER har,” 


TWO BILLS, etc, 279 


great advantages; either that of rich dean- 
ries, opulent and multiplied rectories and 
dignities, ſtrong alliances by birth or mar- 
riage, fortified by a ſuperlative degree of zeal 
and loyalty : but however, they were all at 
firlt no more than young beginners ; and, be- 
fore their great promotion, were known by 
their plain, chriſtian names among their old 
companions, the middling rate of clergy- 
men; nor could therefore be ſtrangers to their 
vondition, or with any good grace forget it 
o ſoon, as it hath too often happened. 

I confels, I do not remember to have ob- 
ſerved any body of men acting with fo little 
concert, as our clergy have done in a point, 
where their opinions appeared to be urant- 
mous : a point herein their whole tem- 
poral ſupport was concerned, as well 23 their 
power of ſerving God and his church in their 
piritual functions. This hath been imputed 
to their fear of diſobliging, or hopes of fur- 
her favours upon compliance; becauſe it 
was obſerved, that ſome, who appcared at firſt 
with the greatelt zeal, thought fit ſuddenly to 
abſent themſelves from the uſual meetings: 
vet we know, what expert ſp!7ctors the gitat- 
ers, the diffenters, and even the papiſis have 
ſometimes found to drive a point of advan- 
tage, or prevent an impending evil. 

I have not ſeen any extract from the two 
bills introduced, by the biſhops, into the 
privy council; where the clergy, upon ſome 
tailure in favour, or through the timoroul— 
nels of many among, their brethren, were re- 
R tuſed 
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fuſed to be heard by the council. It ſeems, 
theſe bills were both returned, agreed to by 
the king and council in England, and the 
_— of lords hath, with great expedition, 
aſſed them both; and it is ſaid, they are 
immediately to be ſent down to the common: 
for their conſent. 
The particulars, as they have been imper- 
fectly reported to me, are as follow: 
By one of the bills, the biſhops liave power 


to oblige the country clergy to build a man- 


ſion-houſe upon whatever part of their glebes 
their lordſhips ſhall command ; and, if the 
living be above gol. a year, the miniſter is 
bound to build, after three years, a houſe 
that ſhall coſt one year and a half's rent of 
his income. For inſtance, if a clergyman, 
with a wife and ſeven children, gets a living 
of 55. per annum, he muſt, after three 
years, build a houſe that ſhall coſt 97 J. 105. 
and muſt ſupport his family, during the time 
the biſhop ſhall appoint for the building of 
it, with the remainder. But, if the living 
be under gol. a year, the miniſter ſhall be 
allowed 100/. out of the firſt fruits. 

But there is ſaid to be one circumſtance a 
little extraordinary; that, if there be a ſingle 
ſpot in the glebe more barren, more marſhy, 
more expoſed to the winds, more diſtant from 
the church or ſkeleton of a church, or from 
any conveniency of building, the rector or 
vicar may be obliged, by the caprice or pique 
of the biſhop, to build, under pain of ſe- 
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queſtration (an office, which ever falls into 
the moſt knaviſh hands), upon whatever point 
his /ord/bip ſhall command; although the far- 
mers have not paid one quarter of his dues, 
I believe, under the preſent diſtreſſes of the 
kingdom (which inevitably without a miracle 
muſt increaſe for ever) there are not ten 
country clergymen in Ireland, reputed to poſ- 
ſeſs a pariſh of 100 l. per annum, who, for 
ſome years paſt, have actually received 60 J. 
and that with the utmoſt difficulty and vexa- 
tion. I am therefore at a loſs, what kind of 
valuators the b1/hops will make uſe of; and 
whether the ſtarving wicar will be forced to 
build his houſe with the money he never re- 
ceived, 
The other bill, which paſſed in two days 
after the former, is ſaid to concern the divi- 


biſhop ſhall think fit, only leaving 300 l. a 
year to the mother church; which 300 l. by 
another act paſſed ſome years ago, they can di- 
vide likewiſe, and crumble as low as their 
will and pleaſure will diſpoſe them. So, that 
inſtead of fix hundred clergymen, which, I 
think, 1s the uſual computation, we may have, 
in a ſmall compaſs of years, almoſt as many 
thouſands, to live with decency and comfort, 
provide for their children, be charitable to 
the poor, and maintain hoſpitality. 
But it 1s very reaſonable to hope, and 
heartily to be wiſhed by all thoſe, who have 
the leaſt regard to our holy religion as hither- 
to eſtabliſhed, or to a learned, pious, dili- 
3 R 2 N ; gent, 
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cent, converſable clergyman, or even to com- 
mon humanity, that the honorable houſe of 
remmons will, in their great wiſdom, juſtice, 
and tenderneſs to innocent men, conſider 
theſe bills in another light. It is ſaid, they 
well know this kingdom not to be fo over- 
itocked with neighbouring gentry, but a dif- 
creet learned clergyman, with a competency 
fit for one of his education, may be an en- 
tortaining, an uſeful, and ſometimes a neceſ- 
ſary companion. That, although ſuch a 
clergyman may not be able conſtantly to find 
beef and aint for his own family, yet he 
may be allowed ſometimes to afford both to 
a neighbour without diſtreſſing himſelf; and 
the rather, becauſe he may expect at leaſt as 
good a return, It will probably be confi- 
dered, that in many deſolate parts there may 
not be always a ſufficient number of perſons 
conſiderable enough to be truſted with com- 
mifions of the peace, which ſeveral of the 
clergy now ſupply much better, than a little, 
hedge, contemptible, illiterate vicar from 
twenty to fifty pounds a year, the fon of a 
WeaTVer, pediar, taylor, or miller, can be pre- 

famed to do. x | 
The landlords and farmers, by this ſcheme, 
can find no profit, but will certainly be loſers. 
For mfſtance, it the large northern livings 
be ſplit into a dozen pariſhes or more, it 
will be very neceſſary for the little thread- 
bare gunman, with his wife, his prottor, 
and every child who can crawl, to watch the 
fields at harveſt time for fear of loſing a ſingle 
ſheat 
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ſheaf, which he could not afford under peril 
of a day's ſtarving: for, according to the 
Scotch prove erb, a hungry buf: bites fore. This 
would of neceſſity breed an infinite number 
of wrangles and litigious ſuits in the ſpiri— 
tual courts; and put the wretched paſtor at 
perpetual variance with his whole pariſh, 
But, as they have hitherto ſtood, a clergy- 
man eſtabliſhed in a competent living is not 
under the neceſſity of being ſo tharp, vigi- 
lant, and exacting. On the contrary, it is 
well known and allowed, that the clergy 
round the kingdom think themſelves well 
treated, if they loſe only one ſingle third of 
their legal demands. 

The honourable houſe may, perhaps, be 
inclined to conceive, that my r 74 the biſhops 
enjoy as ample a power, boti ſpiritual and 
temporal, as will fully ſuffice to anſwer every 
branch of their office; that they want no 
laws to regulate the conduct of thoſe clergy- 
men, over whom they preſide ; that, if non- 
reſidence be a grievance, it is the patron's 
fault, who makes not a better choice, or 
cauicd the plurality.“ That, if the general 
impartial character of perſons choten into 
the church had been more regarded, and the 
motive of party, alliance, kindred, fiattererc, 
ul-judgment, or perſonal favour reg; wded leſe, 
there would be fewer complaints of non- re- 
idence, want of care, blameable behaviour, 
or any other part of miſconduct; not to men- 
tion ignorance and [irpidity, | 
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I could name certain gentlemen of the 
gown, whoſe aukward, ſpruce, prim, ſneer- 
ing, and ſmirking countenances, the very 
tone of their voices, and an ungainly ſtrut 
in their walk, without one ſingle talent for 
any one office, have contrived to get good 
preferment by the mere force of flattery and 
ringing : tor which two virtues (the only 
two virtues they pretend to) they were, how- 
ever, utterly unqualified : and whom, if I 
were in power, although they were my ne- 


phewws, or had married my nieces, I could ne- 


ver, in point of good conſcience or honour, 
have recommended to a curacy in Connaught. 
The honourable houſe of commons may like- 
wife perhaps conſider, that the gentry of this 
kingdom differ from all others upon earth, 
being leſs capable of employments in their 
own country, than any others who come from 
abroad; and, that moſt of them have little 
expectation of providing for their younger 
children otherwiſe than by the church, in 
which there might be ſome hopes of getting 
a tolerable maintenance. For after the pa- 
trons ſhould have ſettled their ſozs, their ne- 
phewws, their neces, their dependents and their 
followers invited over from the other ſide, 
there would ſtill remain an overplus of ſmal- 
ler church-prefermentz to be given to ſuch 
clergy of the nation, who ſhall have their 
2 of whatever merit may be then in 
aſhion. But by theſe bills they will be all 
as abſolutely cles, as if they had paſſed 
under the denomination of tories ; 1 
| 5 they 


— 


TWO BILLS, etc. 283 


they can be contented at the utmoſt with 5010. 
a year; which, by the difficulties of collect- 
ing tythes in Ireland, and the daily increaſ- 
ing miſeries of the people, will hardly riſe to 
half that ſum. | 

It is obſerved, that the divines, ſent over 
hither to govern this church, have not ſeemed 
to conſider the difference between both king- 
doms with reſpect to the inferior clergy. As 
to themſelves indeed, they find a large re- 
venue in lands let at one quarter value, which, 
conſequently, muſt be paid while there is a 
penny left among us; and the publick diſ- 
treſs ſo little affects their intereſts, that their 
fines are now higher than ever: they content 
themſelves to ſuppoſe, that whatever a pariſh 
is ſaid to be worth, comes all into the par- 
ſon's pocket. 

The poverty of great numbers among the 
clergy of England hath been the continual 
complaint of all men, who wiſh well to the 
church, and many ſchemes have been thought 


on to redreſs it; yet an Engliſh wicar, of. 


401. a year, lives much more comfortably 
than one of double the value in Ireland. 
His farmers, generally ſpeaking, are able and 
willing to pay him his full dues : he hath a 
decent church of ancient ſtanding, filled 
every Lord's day with a large congregation of 
plain people, well clad, and behaving them- 
ſelves as if they believed in GoDp and CHRIST. 
He hath a houſe and barn in repair, a field 
or two to graze his cows, with a garden and 
orchard, No gueſt expects more from _ 
| than 
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than a pot of ale: he lives like an honef* 
plain farmer, as his wife is dreſſed but little 
better than goody. He is ſometimes graciouſly 
invited by the 'ſquire, where he tits at an 
humble diſtznce : if he gets the love of his 
people, they ofien make him little uſeful 

reſents: he is happy by being born to no 
13 expectation; for he is uſually the ſon 
of ſome ordinary tradeſman, or middling 
farmer. His learning is much of a ſize with 
his birth and educationz no more of either, 
than what a poor hungry ſervitor can be ex- 
pected to bring with him from his college 
It would be tedious to ſhew tke reverſe of 
all this in our diſtant poorer pariſhes through 
molt parts of Ireluud, wherein every reader 
may make the compariſon. 

Laſtly, The honourable houſe of commons 
may conſider, whether the ſcheme of multi- 
plying beggarly clergymen through the whole 
kingdom, who muſt all have votes for choof- 
ing parliament men (provided they can prove 
their freeholds to be worth 405. per annum, 
ultra repriſas) may not, by their numbers, 
have great influence upon elections; being en- 
tirely under the dependence of their bi/hops. 
For, by a moderate computation, after. all 
the diviſions and ſubdiviſions of parithes, that 
my lords and biſhops have power to make by 
their new laws, there will, as ſoon as the 
preſent ſet of clergy goes off, be raiſed an 
army of eccleſiaſtical militants able enough 
wy any kind of ſervice, except that of the 
aitar, 
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T 2m indeed in {ume concern about a fund 
for building a thouſand or two churches, 
wherein theſe probationers may read their 
ewall lectures; and begin to doubt they muſt 
be contented with barns which bars will 
be one great advancing ſtep towards an ac- 
commodation with our true protefiant brethren, 
the d:enters. 

The ſcheme of encouraging clergymen to 
3 houſes, by dividing a living of 500 l. 

a year into ten parts, is a contrivance, the 
m-aning whereof hath got on the wrong fide 
of my comprehenſion ; - unleſs it may be argu- 
ed, that biſhops build no houſes, becauſe they 
are ſo rich; and therefore the inferior ct g 
will cert Y Guild, if ) ou reduce them 10 
beggary. But I knew a very rich man of 
quality in Rutland, who coul never be per- 
ſuaded to keep a ſervant out of {very ; be- 
cauſe ſervants would be expenſive, and apt, 
in time, to look like gentlemen; whereas the 
others were ready to ſubmit to the baſeſt bi- 
ſices, and, at a cheaper pranyworth, might 
increaſe his retinue. 

J hear it is the opinion of many wiſe men, 
that, before theſe bilis paſs both houſes, they 
ſhould be ſent back to Exglaud with the fol- 
loving clauſes inſerted. 

Firit, That veherc eas there may be about a 
dozen tor ule . 3Wriors in frelaud, thoſe 
bijhoprichs ſhould ] be ſplit and cviven to diffor- 
ent perſons; ani thoſe of a Ungle denomi- 
natica be alfo divided into two, three, of four 
purts, 
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parts, as occaſion ſhall require; otherwiſe 
there may be a queſtion ſtarted, whether. 
twenty-two 5 can effeQuaily extend 
their paternal care, and unlimited power, for 
the protection and correction of ſo great a 
number of ſpiritual /#5;eFs. But this pro- 

ſal will meet with ſuch furious objections, 
that I ſhall not wſiſt upon it: for I well re- 
member to have” read, what a terrible fright 
the frogs were in upon a report, that the ſur 
was going to marry, 

Another clauſe ſhould be, that none of theſe 
twenty, thirty, forty, or fifty pounders may 
be ſuffered to marry under the penalty of im- 
mediate deprivation ; their marriages declar- 
ed null, and their children baſtards : for ſome 
deſponding people take the kingdom to be in 
no condition of encouraging ſo numerous 2 
breed of beggars. 

A third clauſe will be neceſſary; that theſe 
humble gentry ſhould be abſolutely diſqua- 
lified for giving votes in elections for parlia- 
ment men. 

Others add a fourth; which is a clauſe of 
indulgence, that theſe reduced divines may 
be permitted to follow any lawful ways of 
ay which will not call them too often or 
too far ſrom their ſpiritual offices (for, un- 
leſs I miſapprehend, they are ſ1ppoſed to have 
one ordination). For example; they 
may be lapper$ of linen, bayliffs of the ma- 
nor; they may let blood, or apply plaiſters, 
for three miles round: they may get a diſ- 


penſation to hold the clerkſhip and A 
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of their own pariſh in commendam. Their 
wives and daughters may make ſhirts for the 
neighbourhood ; or, if a barrack be near, 
for the ſoldiers: in linen countries they may 
card and ſpin, and keep a few looms in the 
houſe : they may let lodgings, and ſell a pot 
of ale without doors, but not at home, un- 
leſs to ſober company, and at regular hours. 
It is by ſome thou 1 a little hard, that, in 
an affair of the laſt conſequence to the very 
being of the clergy, in the points of liberty 
and property, as well as in their abilities to 
perform their duty, this whole reverend body, 
who are the eſtabliſhed inſtructors of the na- 
tion in chriſtianity and moral virtues, and 
are the only perſons concerned, ſhould be the 
ſole perſons not conſulted. Let any ſcholar 
ſhew the like precedent, in Chriftendom, for 
twelve hundred years paſt, An act of par- 
liament for ſettling or ſelling an eſtate in a 
private family is never paſſed, until all par- 
ties give conſent. But in the preſent cafe the 
whole body of the clergy is, as themſelves 
apprehend, determined to utter ruin, without 
once expecting or aſking their opinion; and 
this by a ſcheme contrived only by one part 
of the convocation, while the other part, which 
hath been choſen in the uſual forms, wants 
only the regal permiſſion to aſſemble, and 
conſult about the affairs of the church, as 
their predeceſſors have always done in for- 
mer ages: where it is preſumed, the lower 
houſe hath a power of propoling canons and 
a negative voice, as well as the upper. yo 
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God forbid (fay theſe objeftors) that there. 
tmoul:i be a real ſeparate intereſt between the 
biſhops and clergv, any more than there 1: 
between a man and his wife, a king and his 
people, or CuR1S'T and his chu: ch. 

It ſeems there is a provition in the bill, 
that no parifh ſhall be cut into (craps with- 
out the conſent of ſeveral perſons, who can 
be no ſufferers in the maiter; but I cannot 
find that the c&rgy lay mach weight on this 
caution ; becaule they argue, that the very 
perſons From whom thete Pills took their rite, 
will have the greateft ihare in the decition. 

I do not, by any means, conceive the <xv- 
ing lin of the clrrg p, in this kingdom, to be 
that of ucn-re/fZence. I am uro, it is many 
degrees leſs fo here than in Laglaud; unleſs 
the potſcthon of pluralities muy pats under 
that name; and, if this be a tault, it is well 
known to whom it mutt be imputecl: I be- 
hieve, upon a fair enquiry (and I hear an en- 
quiry is to be made) they wil appear to be 
mot pardonably tew ; ctpectully, conſidering 

low many pariſhes have not an inch of  olebe, 

and. hos difficult it ig, upon any reaſonabie 
terms, to find a place ot 4:2bitation. And 
theretore, God knows whether my lords the 
lijeops will be ſoon able to convince the 
cargo or thoſęe who have any regard for that 

able body, that tlie chief motive in their 
pap tro minds by procuring theſe bills was 
ro prevent the tin of 1n9m-re/icence ; while the 
Amber {al opinion of ala 01 every cler yman 
in the kingdom, without ditt inction of party, 
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taking in even thoſe who are not likely to be 
ſufferers, ſtands directly againſt them. 

If ſome livings in the north may be juſtly 
thought too large a compaſs of land, which 
makes it inconvenient for the remoteſt inha- 
bitants to attend the ſervice of the church, 
which, in ſome inſtances, may be true, no 
reaſonable clergyman would oppoſe a proper 
remedy by particular acts of parliament. 

Thus, Ge inſtance, the dearry of Down, 
a country deanry, I think, without a cathe- 
dral, depending wholly upon an union cf 

ariſhes joined together in a time when the 
and lay waſte and thinly inhabited, ſince 
thoſe cixcumſtances are ſo prodigiouſly chang- 
ed for the better, may properly be leſſened, 
leaving a decent competency to the dean, and 
placing rectories in the remaining churches, 


which are now ſerved only by ſtipendiary | 


curates. 

The caſe may be, probably, the ſame in 
other parts: and ſuch a proceeding diſcreetly 
managed would be truly for the goad of the 
church. 

For it is to be obſeryed, that the dean and 
chapter lands, which, in England, were all 
ſeized under the fanatick uſurpation, are 
things unknown in Ireland, having been 
long raviſhed from the church by a ſucceſ- 
ſion of confuſions, and tithes applied in 


pheir ſtead to ſupport that eccleſiaſtical dig- 
nity. 
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The late [] archbiſhop of Dublin had a 
very different way of encouraging the clergy 
of his dioceſe to reſidence : when a leaſe had 
run out ſeven years or more, he ſtipulated 
with the tenant to refign up twenty or thirty 
acres to the miniſter of the pariſh where it 
lay convenient, without leſſening his former 
rent; and with no great abatement to the 
fine; and this he did in the parts near Dub- 
lin, where land is at the higheſt rates, leaving 
a {mall chiefry for the miniſter to pay, hardly 
a ſixth part of the value. I doubt not, that 
almoſt every b:/hop, in the kingdom, may do 
the ſame generous act with leſs damage to their 
ſees, than his late grace of Dubliz; much of 
whoſe lands were out in fee-fums or leaſes 
for lives; and I am ſorry that the good ex- 
ample of ſuch a prelate hath not been fol- 
lowed, 

But a great majority of the clerg ys friends 
cannot hitherto reconcile themſelves to this 
project; which they call a levelling principle, 
that muſt inevitably root ont the ſeeds of all 
honeſt emulation, the legal parent of the greateſt 
virtue, and moſt gencrous actions among 
men; but which in the general opinion (for 
I do not pretend to offer my own) will never 
more have room to exert itſelf in the breaſt 
of any clergyman, whom this kingdom ſhall 
produce. | 

But, whether the conſequences of theſe 
bills may, by the virtues and frailties of fu- 


In] The right reverend Dr, WiLLIam K IN. 
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ture bj/bops ſent over hither to rule the church, 
terminate in good or evil, I ſhall not pre- 
fume to determine, ſince God can work the 
former out of the latter. However, one 
thing I can venture to aſſert; that, from the 
earlieſt ages of chriſtianity to the minute I 
am now writing, there never was a prece- 
dent of ſuch a procceding, much leſs was it 
to be feared, hoped, or apprehended from 
fuch hands in any clriitian country; and fo 
it may paſs for more than a hn; becauſe 
it hath riſen without any afliſtance from the 
aſhes of its ſire. | | 

The appearance of ſo many diſſenters at the 
hearing of this cauſe is what, I am told, hath 
vot bcen charged to the account of their pru- 
dence or moderation; becauſe that action 
hath been cenſured as a mark of triumph and 
inſult before the vi&ory 13 complete: ſince 
neither of theſe bills hath yet paſſed the houſe 
of cammons, and ſome are pleaſed to think it 
not impoſſible that they may be [o] rejected. 
Neither do I hear, that there is an enacting 
clauſe in either of the bills to apply any part 
of the divided or fub-divided tithes towards 
encreaſing the ſtipends of the /efaries. So 
that theſe gentlemen ſeem to be gratificd like 
lim, who, atter having been kicked down 
ſtairs, took coinfori, when he ſaw his friend 
kicked down after him. 


[e] They were rejected in the bouſe of communs 
dy a great majority. 


8 2 I have 
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I have heard many more objections againſt 
ſeveral particulars of both theſe bills; but 
they are of ſo high a nature, and carry ſuch 
dreadful innuendoes, that I dare not mention 
them, reſolving to give no offence, becauſe T 
well know how obnoxious I have long been 
(although I conceive without any fault of 
my own) to the zeal and principles of thoſe, 
who place all difference in opinion concerning 
publick matters to the ſcore of diſaffection; 
whereof I am at leaſt. as innocent as the 
joudeſt of my detradors. 


— 
r 


Dublin, February 
24, 1731-2. 
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FOR AN 

ACT OF PARLIAMENT 


To pay off the DEBT of the Nation 
without Taxing the S ug JET; 


By which the Number of landed Gentry and 
ſubſtantial Farmers will be conſiderably 
increaſed, and no Perſon will be the 
poorer, or contribute one Farthing to the 


Charge [p]. 
Written in the Vear 1732. 


T HE debts contracted ſome years paſt for 
the ſervice and ſafety of the nation are 
grown ſo great, that under our preſent diſ- 
treſſed condition, by the want of trade, the 
great remittances to pay abſentees, regi- 
ments ſerving abroad, and many other drains 
of money well enough known and felt, the 
kingdom ſeems altogether unable to diſcharge 
them by the common methods of payment : 
and either a poll or land tax would be too 


Fa The reader will perceive the following trea- 
tile to be altogether ironical. 
| 8 3 | odious 
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odious to think of, «ſpecially the latter; be- 
cauſe the lands, which have been let for theſe 
ten or dozen years paſt, were raiſed fo high, 
that the owner can at preſent hardly receive 
any rent at all, For it is the uſual practice 
of an Iri/h tenant, rather than want land, to 
offer more for a farm than he knows he can 
be ever able to pay; and in that caſe he grows 
deſperate, and pays nothing at all. So that 
a land tax, upon a racked eſtate, would be a 
burthen wholly inſupportable. 

The queſtion will then be, how theſe na- 
tional debts can be paid: and how I can 
make good the ſeveral particulars of my pro- 
poſal: which I ſhall now lay open to the 
publick. 

The revenues of their graces and lord- 
ſnips the archbiſhops and biſhops of this 
kingdom (excluding the fines) do amount, 
by a moderate computation, to 36,8001. per 
i annum. I mean the rents, which the biſhops . 
receive from their tenants, But the real 
| value of thoſe lands at a fall rent, takin 

the ſeyeral ſces one with another, is K. 

to be at lealt three fourths more; fo that, 

| multiplying 36, 800 J. by 4, the full rent of 
all the biſhops lands will amount to 147,2007, 
| per ann. from which ſubtracting the preſent 
rent received by their lordſhips, that is 36,800!/, 

| the profits of the Jands received by the firſt 
|; and ſecond tenants (who both have great bar- 
| gains) will riſe to the ſum of 110, 400 J. per 
| ann. which lands, if they were to be told 
at twenty-two years purchaſe, would 2 A 
um 


_ 
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fam of 2, 428, 800 J. reſerving to the biſhops. 
their preſent rents, only excluding fines. 

Of this ſum I propoſe that out of the one 
half, which amounts to 1, 214, 400 J. ſo much 
be applied, as will entirely diſcharge the debts 
of the nation; and the remainder be laid up 
in the. trealury to ſupply contingencies, as 
well as to diſcharge ſome of our heavy taxes, 
until the kingdom ſhall be in a better con- 
dition. | 

But, whereas the preſent ſet of biſhops 
would be great loſers by. this ſcheme — 
want of their fines; which would be hard 
treatment to ſuch religious, loyal, and de- 
ferving perſonages; I have therctore ſet apart 
the other halt to ſupply that defect, which it 
will more than ſufficiently do. 

A biſhop's leaſe for the full term is reckon- 
ed to be worth eleven years purchaſe; but, 
if we take the biſhops round, I ſuppoſe there 
may be four ycars of each leaſe clapſed ; 
and many of the biſhops being well ſtricken 
in years, I cannot think their lives round to 
be worth more than ſeven years purchaſe ; 
ſo that the purchaſers may very well afford 
fifteen years purchaſe for the reverſion, eſpe- 
cially by one great additional advantage, 
which I ſhall ſoon mention. 

This ſum of 2,428,800/. muſt likewiſe be 
ſunk very conſiderably; becauſe the lands are 
to be ſold only at fifteen years purchaſe, and 
this leſſens the ſum to about 1,6 56, 00 J. of 
which I propoſe twelve hundred thouſand 
pounds to be applied partly for the n 

84 0 
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of the national debt, and partly as a fuitd 
for future exigences; and the remainder 
456, ooo I. IT propoſe as a fund for paying 
the prefent ſet of biſhops their fines ; which 
it will abundantly do, and a great part re- 
main as an addition to the publick ſtock. 

Although the biſhops round do not, m 
reality, receive three fines a-piece, which 
take up twenty-one years, yet I allow it to 
he ſo; but then I will ſuppoſe them to take 
but one year's rent in recompence of giving 
them ſo large a term of life; and thus mul- 
tiplying 36,800/. by 3, the product will be 
ny 110,400 J. ſo that above three fourths 
will remain to be applied to publick uſe, 

If I have made wrong computations, *I 
Hope to be excuſed as a ftranger to the king- 
dom ; which I never ſaw till I was called to 
an employment, and yet where I intend to 
paſs the reſt of my days; but I took care to 
get the beſt informations I could, and from 
the moſt proper perſons; however, the miſ- 
takes I may have been guilty of will yy 
little affect the main of my propoſal ; althoug 
they ſhould cauſe a difference of one hundred 
thouſand pounds more or leſs. 

Theſe | we are only to be paid to the biſhop 
during his incumbency in the ſame ſee: if 
he change it for a better, the purchaſers of 
the vacant ſee- lands are to come immediately 
into poſſeſſion of the ſee he hath left; and 
both the biſhop who is removed, and he whe 
comes into his place, are to have no more 
fines z 
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tines; for the removed biſhop will find his 
account by a larger revenue; and the other 
ſee will find candidates enough. For the 
law maxim will here have place: caveat 
emptor; I mean, the perſons who ſuccced 
may chuſe whether they will accept or no. 

As to the purchaſers, they will, probably, 
be tenants to the ſee, who are already in 
poſſeſſion, and can afford to give more than 
any other bidder. 

FE will further explain myſelf. If a perſon 
already a biſhop be removed into a richer ſee, 
he muſt be content with the bare revenues 
without any fines ; and ſo muſt he who comes 
into a biſhoprick vacant by death: and this 
will bring the matter ſooner to bear; which, 
if the crown ſhall think fit to countenance, 
will ſoon change the preſent ſett of biſhops ; 
and conſequently encourage purchaſers of 
their lands. For example: if a primate ſhould 
die, and the gradation be wiſely made, al- 
moſt the whole ſett of biſhops might be chang- 
ed in a month, each to his great advantage, 
although no fines were to be got; and there- 
by fave a great part of that ſum, which I 
have appropriated towards ſupplying the de- 
ciency of fines. 

I have valued the biſhops Iands two years 
purchaſe above the . uſual computed rate, be- 
cauſe thoſe lands will have a ſanction from 
the king and council in England, and be con- 
firmed by an act of parliament here: be- 
fides, it is well known, that higher prices are 
given every day for worſe lands, at the re- 

8 8 moteſt 
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moteſt diſtances, and at rack-rents, which J 
take to be occalioned by want of trade: when 
there are ſew borrowers, and the little money 
in private hands lying dead, there is no other 
way to diſpoſe of it, but in buying of land; 
which, conſequently, makes the owners hold 
it ſo high. 

Beſides paying the nation's debts, the ſale 
of theſe lands would have many other good 
effects upon the nation. It vill conſiderably 
increaſe the number of gentry, Where the 
biſhops tenants are not able or willing to 
purchaſe; for the lands will afford an hun- 
dred gentlemen a good revenue to each: ſe- 
veral perſons from England will, probable, 
be glad to come over hither, and be the 
buyers, rather than give thirty years pur- 
chaſe at home under the loads of taxcs for 
the publick and the poor, as well as repairs ; 
by which means much money may be broughr 
among us; and, probahly, fome of the pur- 
chaſers themſelves may be content to live 
cheap in a worle country, rather than be at 
the charge of exchange and agencies; and, 
zerhaps, of non, ſolwencies in abſence, if they 
bo their Jands too high. 

This propoſal will alſo multiply farmers, 
when the purchaſers wili have lands in their 
own power to give long and eaſy leaſes to in- 
duſtrious huſbandmen. 

J have allowed ſome biſhopricks, of equal 
income, to be of more or leſs value to the 
purchaſer, according as they are circumſtanc- 
ed, For inſtance ; the lands of the prey 

all 
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and ſome other ſees are let ſo low, that they 
hardly pay a fifth penny of the real value to 
the biſhop, and there the fines are the greater. 
On the contrary, the ſees of Meath and Clon- 
fert conſiſting, as I am told, much of tithes ; 
thoſe tithes are annually Jet to the tenants 
without any fines. So the ſee of Dublin is 
ſaid to have many fee-farms, wluch pay no 
fines; and ſome leaſes for lives, which pay 
very little, and not ſo ſoon nor fo duly. 

I cannot but be confident, that their graces 
my lords the archbiſhops, and my lords the 
biſhops, will heartily join this propoſal out of 
gratitude to his late and preſent majeſty, the 
beſt of kings, who have beſtowed on them 
ſuch high and opulent ſtations; as well as 
in pity to this country, which is now become 
their own 3 whereby they will be inſtrumental 
towards Paying the nation's debts without 
impoveriſhing themſelves ; enrich an hundred 
gentlemen, as well as fre2 them from depen- 
dency; and thus remove that envy, which is 
apt to fall upon their graces and lordſhips 
from conſiderable perſons, whoſe birth and 
fortunes rather qualify them to be lords of 
manors, than ſervile dependents upon church- 
men however dignified, or diſtinguiſhed, 

If I do not flatter myſelf, there could not 
be any law more popular than this. For the 
immediate tenants to biſhops, being ſome of 
them perſons of quality and good eltates, and 
more of them grown up to be gentlemen by 
the profits of tizeſe very leaſes unger a ſucceſ- 
fon of biſhops, think it a diſgrace to be ſub- 
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ject both to rents and fines at the pleaſure oi 
their landlords, Then, the bulk of the te- 
nants, eſpecially the difſenters, who are ou: 
true loyal proteſtant brethren, look upon it 
both as an unnatural and iniquitous thing; 
that biſhops ſhould be owners of land at all 
(wherein I beg to differ from them) being a 
point ſo contrary to the practice of the — 
whoſe ſucceſſors they are deemed to be; and 
who, although they were contented that land 
ſhould be fold for the common uſe of the 

brethren, yet would not buy it themſelves ; 
but had it laid at their feet to be diſtributed 


to our ee 

will add one word more; that by ſuch a 
wholeſome law as the oppreſſions felt by un- 
der- tenants of church leaſes, which are now 
laid on the biſhops, would entirely be pre- 
vented, by their graces and lordſhips con- 
ſenting to have their lands ſold for payment 
of the nation's debts ; reſerving only the pre- 
ſent rent for their own plentiful and honour- 
able ſupport, 

I beg leave to add one particular; that, 
when heads of a bill (as I find the ſtyle runs 
in this kingdom) ſhall be brought in for 
forming this propoſal into a law, I ſhould 
humbly offer, that there might be a power 

iven to every biſhop, except thoſe who re- 

de in Dublin, for applying one hundred 
acres of profitable land, that lies neareſt his 
2 as a demeſng for the convenience of 


his family. 110 
| / | ow 
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I know very well, that this ſcheme hath 
been much talked of for ſome time paſt, and 


is in the thoughts of many patriots ; neither 


was it properly mine, although I fell readily 
into it, when it was firſt communicated to 
ine. 

Although I am almoſt a perfect ſtranger in 
this kingdom ; yet fince I have accepted an 
employment here of ſome conſequence as well 
as profit, I cannot but think myſelf in duty 
bound to conſult the intereſt of people, among 


whom I have been fo well received. And if 


I can be any way inſtrumental towards con- 
tributing to reduce this excellent propoſal into 
a law (which being not in the leaſt injurious 
to England will, I am confident, meet with 
no oppoſition from that fide) my ſincere en- 


deavours to ſerve this church and kingdom 
will be well rewarded. 


———— EEE — oo ty — — 
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EXAMINATION 


O F 


Certain Abuſes, Corruptions, and Enormi- 
tics, in the City of Dublin. 


Written in the Year 1732. 


N OTHING 1s held more commendable 

in all great cities, eſpecially the metro- 
polis of a kingdom, than what the French 
call the police: by which word is meant the 
government thereof, to prevent the many diſ- 
orders occaſioned by great numbers of people 
and carriages, eſpecially through narrow 
ſtreets. In this government, our famous city 
of Dublin is ſaid to be very defective, and 
univerſally complained of. Many wholeſome 
laws have been enacted to correct thoſe abuſes, 
but are ill executed; and many more are 
wanting; which, I hope, the united wiſdom 
of the nation (whereot ſo many good effects 
have already appeared this ſeſſion) will ſoon 
take into their profound conſideration. 

As I have been always watchful over the 
good of mine own country, and particularl 
tor that of our renowned city, where ( abſt 
znvVidin) I had the honour to draw my firit 

breath; 
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breath; I cannot have a minute's eaſe or pa- 
tience to forbear enumerating ſome of the 
reateſt enormities, abuſes, and corruptions 
pread almoſt through every part of Dublin ; 
and propoſing ſuch remedies, as, I hope, the 
legiſlature will approve of. 

The narrow compaſs, to which I have con- 
fined myſelf in this paper, will allow me only 
to touch the moſt important defects; and 
ſuch as, I think, ſeem to require the molt ſpee- 
dy redreſs. | 

And firſt ; perhaps there was never known 
a wiſer inſtitution, than that of allowing cer- 
tain perſons of both ſexes in large and popu- 
lous cities to cry through the ſtreets many ne- 
ceſtaries of life: it would be endleſs to re- 
count the conveniencies which our city enjoys 
by this uſeſul invention; and parccularly 
ſtrangers forced hither by buſineſs, who re- 
tide here but a ſhort time: for theſe, having 
utually but little money, and being wholly 
ignorant of the town, might, at an eaſy price, 
purchaſe a tolerable dinner, if the ſeveral 
criers would pronounce the names of the 
goods they have to fel] in any tolerable lan- 
guage. And therefore, until. our law- mak- 
ers ſhall think it proper to interpoſe ſo far as 
to make thoſe traders pronounce their words 
in ſuch terms, that a plain chriſtian hearer 
may comprehend what is cried, I would ad- 
vile all new comers to look out at their gar- 
ret windows. and there fee whether the thing 
that is cried be tripþes or flummery, butter- 
mzk or cow heels, For as things are now 

| ; | managed, 


| 
| 
| 
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managed, how is it poſſible for an honeft 
countryman juſt arrived to find out what is 
meant, for inſtance, by the following words, 
with which his ears are conitantly ſtunned 
twice 2 day, MUSES, ſugge, aud porriagers, up 
in the garret, and down in the cellar; I lays 
how is it poſhble for any ſtranger to under- 
ſtand, that this jargon is meant as an invita- 
tion to buy a farthing's worth of milk for his 
breakfaſt or ſupper, unleſs his curiolity draws 
him to the window, or until his landlady 


mall inform him? I produce this only as one 


inſtance amòng a hundred much worſe, 1 


mean, where the words make a found wholly 
inarticulate, which give ſo much diſturbance, 

and ſo little information. 
The afſirmation folemnly made in the cry 
of herrizes is directly againſt all truth and 
probability; berrings alive, alive here; the 
very proverb will convince us of this; for 
what is more frequent in ordinary ſpeech, 
than to ſay of ſome neighbour for whom the 
paſſing bell rings, that he it dead as à ber- 
ring? And, pray, how is it poſſible, that 2 
herring, which, as philoſophers obſerve, can- 
not live longer than one minute three ſeconds 
and 2 half out of water, ſhould bear a voy- 
age im open boats from Howth to Dublin, be 
tolled into twenty hands, and preſerve its life 
in ſieves for ſeveral hours? nay, we have 
witneſſes ready to produce, that many thou- 
Aands of theſe herrings, ſo impudently aſſerted 
to be alive, have been a day and a night upon 
ery land, But this is not the worſt, At 
1 can 
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can we think of thoſe tmpious wretches, who 
dare, in the face of the tun, vouch the ver 
ſame affirmative of their /almon, and cry ſal. 
mon alive, alive; whereas, if you call the 
woman who cries it, ſhe is not aſhamed to 
turn back her mantle, and ſhew you this in- 
dividual ſalmon cut into a dozen pieces. I have 
given good advice to theſe infamous diſgra- 
cers of their ſex and calling, without the feaſt 
appearance of remorſe, and fully againſt the 
conviction of their own conſciences; I have 
mentioned this grievance to ſeveral of our 
pariſh miniſters ; but all in vain: ſo that it 
muſt continue, until the government ſhall 
think fit to interpoſe. 

There is another cry, which, from the 
ſtricteſt obſervation I can make, appears to be 
very modern, and it is that of [p] ſweet 
hearts; and is plainly intended for a reflexi- 
on upon the female ſex; as if there were at 
preſent ſo great a dearth of lovers, that the 
women, inſtead of receiving preſents from 
men, were now forced to offer money to 
purchaſe ſeveet hearts. Neither am I ture, 
that this cry doth not glance at ſome diſaffec- 
tion againſt the government ; infinuating, 
that while ſo many of our troops are engaged 
in foreign ſervice, and ſuch a great number 
of our gallant officers conſtantly reſide in 
England, the ladies were forced to take u 
with parſons and attornies: but this is a mol 
unjuit reflexion, as may ſoon be proved by 


e] A fort of ſugar-cakes in the ſhape of hearts. 
any 
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any perſon who frequents the cafe, our pub- 
lick walks, our balls and aſſemblies ; where 
the crouds of [q] toupees were never known 
to ſwarm as they do at preſent. 

There is a cry peculiar to this city, which 
I do not remember to have been uſed in Lon- 
don ; or at leaſt, not in the ſame terms that 
it hath been practiſed by both parties during 
each of their yower, but very unjuſtly by the 
tories, While theſe were at the helm, they 
grew daily more and more impatient to put 
all true whigs and Hanoverians out of em- 
ployments : to effect which, they hired certain 
ordinary fellows, with large baſkets on their 
ſhoulders, to call aloud at every houſe, Dirt 
to carry out; giving that denomination to our 
whole party; as if they would ſignify, that 
the kingdom could never be cleanſed, until 
we were ſwept from the earth like rubbiſb. 
But ſince that happy turn of times, when we 
were ſo miraculouſly preſerved by juſt an inch 
from popery, flavery, maſſacre, and the pre- 
tender, I muſt own it is prudence in us ſtill to 
o on with the fame cry; which hath ever 
3 been ſo effectually obſerved, that the 
true political dirt is A 
thrown on its proper dunghills, there to cor- 
rupt and be no more heard of. | 

But to proceed to other enormities : every 
perſon, who walks the ſtreets, muſt needs 


| [2] A new name for a modern periwig with a long 
black tail, and for it's owner; now in faſhion, Dec. 
15 1733 


obſerxa 


olly removed, and 
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obſerve an immenſe number of human excre- 
ments at the doors and fteps of waſte houſes, 
and at the fides of every dead wall; for 
which the diſaffected party hath aſſigned a 
very falſe and malicious cauſe : they would 
have it, that theſe heaps were laid there pri- 
vately by Britiſb fundaments, to make the 
world believe, that our Jriſb vulgar do daily 
eat and drink; and conſequently that the 
clamour of poverty among us muſt be falſe, 
oceeding only from jacgbites and papifts. 
They would confirm this by pretending to 
obſerve, that a Britiſb anus being more nar- 
rawly preforated than one of our own coun- 
try, and many of theſe excrements, upon a ſtrict 
view, appearing copple-crowned with a point 
like a cone or pyramid, are eaſily diſtinguiſhed 
from the Hibernian, which lie much flatter 
and with leſs continuity. I communicated 
this conjecture to an eminent phyſician, who 
15 well verſed in ſuch profound ſpeculations 
and, at my requeſt, was pleaſed to make trial 
with each of his fingers, by thruſting them 
into the anus of ſeveral perſons of both na- 
tions, and profeſſed he could find no ſuch 
difference between them as thoſe ill- diſpoſed 
people alledge. On the contrary, he aſſured 
me, that much the greater number of narrow 
cavities were of Hibernian origin. This I 
only mention, to ſhew how ready the jacobites 
are to lay hold of any handle to expreſs their 
malice againſt the government. I had almoſt 
forgot to add, that my friend the phyſician 
could, by ſmelling each finger, 2 
the 
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the Hiberxian excrement from the Briti/h, and 
was not above twice miſtaken in an hundred 
experiments; upon which he intends very 
ſoon to publiſh a learned diſſertation. _ 
There is a diverſion in this city, which 
uſually begins among the butchers ; but is 
often continued by a ſucceſſion of other peo- 
ple through many ſtreets; it is called the 
CGSSING of @ dog: and I may juſtly number 
it among our corruptions. The ceremony is 
thus: a ſtrange dog happens to paſs through 
a fleſh · market; whereupon an expert butcher 
immediately cries, in a loud voice and the pro- 
per tone, C, oft, ſeveral times. The ſame 
word is repeated by the people. The dog. 
who perfectly underſtands the terms of art, 
and, conſcquently, the danger he 1s in, 1m- 
— 42 The people, and even his 
own broiber animals, purſue : the purſuit and 
cry attend him perhaps half a mile; he is 
well worned in bis flight; and ſometimes 
hardly eſcapes. This our ill-wiſhers of the 
Jacobite kind are pleaſed to call a perſecution; 
and affirm, that it always falls upon dogs of 
the tory principles. But we can well defend 
ourſelves by juſtly alledging, that, when they 
were uppermoſt, they treated our dogs full as 
inhumanly. As to my own part, who have, 
in former times, often attended thele froce/- 
i025, although I can very well diſtinguiſſt be- 
tween a whip and tory og, yet I never car- 
ried my reſentment very far from a party 
principle, except it were againſt certain mali- 
eigus dogs, who moſt diſcovered their enmity 
e againſt 
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againſt us in tlie avorft of time Ir]. And 1 
remember too well, that in tlie wicked mini- 
ſtry of the carl of Oxford a large maſtiff of 
our party, being unmercitully cofed, ran with- 
out thinking between my legs, as I was com- 
ing up Fiſbamble-ſireet; and, as I am of low 
ſtature with very ſhort legs, hore me viding 
backwards down the hill for above two hun- 
.dred yards: and although I made uſe of his 
tail for a bridle, holding it. faſt with both my 
hands, and clung my legs as cloſe to his ſides 
as I could; yet we both came down together 
into the middle cf the kennel z, where, after 
rowling three or four times over each other, 
I got up with much ado amidft the ſhouts and 
trazzas of a taouſand malicious jacabites. I 
cannot indecd but gratefnlly acknowledge, 
that for this and many other ſerwices and ſuf- 
ferings {5} I have been fince more than over- 
aid. 

This adventure may perhaps have put me 
out of love with the diverſion of cof/ing, which 
F confeſs myſelf an enemy to, unleſs we could 
Aways be ſure of diltiuguiſhing tory dogs; 
whereof great numbers have been ſcen fo pru- 
dent, as entirely to change their principles, 
and are now juſtly eſteemed the beſt avorriers 
of their former friends. 

I am afſured, and partly know, that all the 
chimney- ſweepers boys, where members of 


[>] A cant word uſed by the oh;75 for the four 
taft years of queen Anne = rergn,, during the carl of 
Oxford's minitiry. 

fs] See the agolopy for the Tal of a Tub, 
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parliament chiefly lodge, are hired, by ory 
enemies, to ſculk in the tops of chimnies with 
their heads no higher than will juſt permit 
them to look round ; and at the uſual hours 
when members are going to the houſe, if they 
ſee a coach ſtand near the lodging of any 
loyal member, they call coach, coach, as loud 
as they can bawl, juſt at the inſtance when 
the footman begins to give the ſame call. 
And this 1s chiefly done on thoſe days, when 
any point of importance 1s to be debated. 
This practice may be of very dangerous con- 
ſequence ; for theſt boys are all hired by ene- 
mies to the government: and thus, by the 
abſence of a few. members for a few minutes, 
a queſtion may be carried againſt the 7rue in- 
tereſt of the kingdom, and very probably not 
without an eye towards the pretender. 

I have not obſerved the wit and fancy of 
this town ſo much employed in any one artt- 
cle, as that of contriving hare of ſigns 
to hang over houſes, where puuch is to be 
fold. The bowl is reprelented full of punch, 
the ladle ſtands erect in the middle, ſupported 
ſometimes by one, and ſometimes by two 
animals, whoſe feet reit upon the edge of the 
bowl. Theſe animals are {ometimes one black. 
lien, and ſometimes a couple; ſometimes a 
ſingle eagle, and ſometimes a ſpread one; 
and we often meet a crow, a ſwan, a bear, 
or a cock, in the ſame poſture. 

Now, I cannot find how any of theſe ani- 
mals, either ſeparate or in conjunction, are, 
properly tpi aking, fit emblems or embelliſm- 

ments 
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ments to advance the ſale of punch. Beſides, 
it is agreed among raturalils, that no brute 
can endure the taſte of ſtrong liquor, except 
where he hath been uſed to it from his in- 
fancy; and, conſequently, it is againſt all 
the rules of hierozlyph to aſſign thoſe animals 


as patrons or protectors of punch. For in 


that caſe we ought to ſuppoſe, that the hoſt 
keeps always ready the real bird or beaſt, 
whereof the picture hangs over his door, to 
entertain his gueſts; which however, to my 
knowledge, is not true in fact; not one of 
thoſe birds being a proper companion for a 
chriſtian, as to aiding and aſſiſting in making 
the punch. For as they are drawn upon the 
ſign, they are much more likely to mute, or 
ſhed their feathers into the liquor. Then 
as to the bear, he is too terrible, aukward, 
and ſlovenly a companion to converſe with; 
neither are any of them all handy enough to 
fill liquor to the company: I do therefore 
vehemently ſuſpe& a plot intended againſt the 
government by theſe devices. For although 
the ſpread-eagle be the arms of Germany, 
upon which account it may poſſibly be a lave- 
tul froteflant ſign, yet I, who am very ſuſ- 
picious of fair outſides, in a matter which fo 
nearly concerns our welfare, cannot but call 
to mind, that the pretender's wife is ſaid ta 
be of German birth: and that many popiſb 
princes, in ſo valt an extent of land, are re- 
ported to excel both at making aud drinking 
fauch ; beſides it is plain, that the Spread- 

cagle 
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eagle exhibits to us the perfect figure of a 
croſs ; which is a badge of popery. Then as 
to the cock, he is well known to repreſent 
the French nation, our old and dangerous 
enemy. The ſwan, who muſt of neceſſity 
cover the entire bowl with his wings, can be 
no other than the Spaniard, who endeavours 
to engroſs all the treaſures of the Indies to 
himſelf. The lion is indeed the common em- 
blem of royal power as well as the arms of 
England; but to paint him black is perfect 
facobiti/m, and a manifeſt type of thoſe who 
blacken the actions of the belt princes. It is 
not eaſy to diſtinguiſh whether that other fowl 
painted over the punch-bowwl be. a crow or a ra- 
ven. It is true, they have both been ominous 
birds; but I rather take it to be the former; 
becauſe it is the diſpoſition of a crow to pick 
out the eyes of other creatures; and often 
even of the chriſtians, after they are dead; 
and is therefore drawn here with a deſign to 
put the jacobites in mind of their old prac- 
tice, firſt to lull us afleep (which is an em- 
blem of death) and then to blind our eyes, 
that we may not fee their dangerous practices 
againſt the ſtate. 

To ſpeak my private opinion ; the leaſt of- 
fenſive picture, in the whole ſett, ſeems to be 
the bear; becauſe he repreſents arſa major, 
or the great bear, who preſides over the 
north, where the reformation firſk began; and 
which, next to Britain (including Scotland 
and the zorth of Ireland) is the great protec- 
tor of the true protefiant religion, But how- 

ever 


CERTAIN ABUSES, etc. 313 


ever in thoſe ſigns, where I obſerve the bear 
to be chained, I cannot help ſurmiſing a ja. 
cobite contrivance; by which theſe traytors 
hint an earneſt deſire of uſing all true whzgs, 
as thoir predeceſſors did the primitive chriſti- 
ans: I mean, to repreſent us as bears, and 
then halloo their tory-dogs to bait us to death, 

Thus I have given a fair account of what 
I diſlike in all the ſigns ſet over thoſe houſes 
that invite us to punch. I own it was a mat- 
ter that did not need explaining, being ſo 
very obvious to cbmmon underſtanding; yet 
I know not how it happens, but, methinks, 
there ſeems a fatal blindneſs to overſpread our 
corporeal eyes, as well as our intellectual; 
and I heartily wiſh I may be found a falſe 

rophet. For theſe are not bare ſuſpicions, 
but manifeſt demonſtrations. 

Therefore, away with theſe popiſb jacobites, 
and idolatrous gew-gaws. And I heartily 
wiſh a law were enacted under ſevere penalties 
againſt drinking punch at all ; for nothing is 
eaſier than to prove it a diſaffected liquor: 
the chief ingredients, which are brandy, oran- 
ges, and lemons, are all ſent us from popi/b 
countries, and nothing remains of proteſtant 
growth, but ſugar and water. For as to 
biſcuit, which formerly was held a neceſſary 
ingredient, and is truly Britiſb, we find it 
entirely rejected. 

But I will put the truth of my aſſertion paſt 
all doubt: I mean, that this liquor is, by 
one important innovation, grown of ill ex- 
ample, and dangerous conſequence to the 

| T public 
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publick. It is well known, that, by the 
true original inſtitution of making punch left 
us by captain Ratcliff, the ſharpneſs is only 
occaſioned by the juice of /emons; and fo 
continued until after the happy revolution. 
Oranges, alas! are a mere innovation, and, 
in a manner, but of yeſterday. It was the 
politicks of zacobztes to introduce them gradu- 
ally ; and to what intent? the thing ſpeaks 
itſelf. It was cunningly to ſhew their viru- 
lence againſt his ſacred majeſty king William 
of ever glorious and immortal memory. But 
of late (to ſhew how faſt diſloyalty increaſ- 
eth) they came from one to two, and then to 
three oranges ; nay, at preſent, we often find 
punch made all with oranges, and not one ſin- 
gle lemon. For the jacobites before the death 
of that immortal prince had, by a ſuperſtition, 
formed a private prayer, that as they ſqueezed 
the orange, ſo might that proteſiant king be 
ſqueezed to death; according to the known 
ſorcery deſcribed by Virgil; 
Limus ut hic dureſcit, et hæc ut cera lique/* 
cit, ete. % 
And thus the Romans, when they ſacrificed 
an ox, uſed this kind of prayer; as I knock 
down this ox, ſo muy ft thou, O Jupiter ! knock 
down our enemies. In like manner after king 
William's death, whenever a jacobite ſqueezed 
an orange, he had a mental curſe upon the 
glorious memory, and a hearty wiſh for power 
to /queeze all his majeſty's friends to death, 
as he ſqueezed that orange, which bore one 
of his titles, as he vas prince of —_— 
This 
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This I do affirm for truth, many of that fac- 
tion having confeſſed it to me, under an oath 
of ſecrecy, which, however, I thought it my 
duty not to keep, when I ſaw my dear coun- 
try in danger. But what better can be ex- 
pected from an impious ſett of men, who ne- 
ver ſcruple to drink CONFUSION to all true 
proteflants under the name of whigs ? A 
moſt unchriſtian and inhuman practice; which, 
to our great honour and comfort, wasnever charge 
ed upon us, even by our mot malicious detractors. 

he ſign of two angels hovering in the air, 
and with their right-hands ſupporting a crow, 
is met with in ſeveral parts of this city; and 
hath often given me great offence ; for, whe» 
ther by the unſkilfulneſs or dangerous princi- 
ples of the painters (although I have good 
reaſons to ſuſpect the latter), thoſe angels are 
yſually drawn with ſuch horrid, or indeed 
rather diabolical counterances, that they give 
great offence to every loyal eye, and equal 
cauſe of triumph to the jacobites, being a moſt 
infamous reflexion upon our able and excel- 
lent miniſtry. 

I now return to that great enormity of city 
eries ; moſt of which we have borrowed from 
London. I ſhall conſider them only in a Po- 
Iitical view, as they nearly affect the peace 
and ſafety of both kingdoms ; and, having 
been originally contrived by wicked Machia- 
dels, to bring in popery, ſlavery, and arbitrary 
poweer by deteating the protefiant ſucceſſion, 
and introducing the pretender, ought in juſ- 
tice to be here laid open to the world. 

1 2 About 
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About two or three months after the hap- 
py revolution, all perſons, who poſſeſſed any 
employment or office, in church or ſtate, were 
obliged, by an act of parliament, to take the 
oaths to king William and queen Mary: and 
a great number of diſaſſected perſons refuſing 
to take the ſaid oaths, from a pretended ſcru- 
ple of conſcience, but really from a ſpirit of 
Fopery and rebellion, they contrived a plot to 
make the ſwearing to thoſe princes odious in 
the eyes of the people. To this end, they 
hired certain women of ill fame, but loud 
ſhrill voices, under pretence of ſelling fiſh, 
to go through the ſtreets with ſieves on their 
heads, and cry, Buy my ſoul, buy my ſoul ; 
plainly inſinuating, that all thoſe, who ſwore 
to king William, were juſt ready to ſell their 
ſouls tor an employment. This cry was 
revived at the death of queen Anne, and, 
I hear, ſtill continues in London, with much 
offence to all true proteflants; but, to our 
great happineſs, ſeems to be almoſt dropt in 
Dublin. 

But becauſe I altogether contemn the diſ- 
pleaſure and reſentment of high-flyers, tories, 
and jacobites, whom I look upon to be worſe 
even than profeſs d papiſts, I do here declare, 
that thoſe evils which I am going to mention 
were all brought in upon us in the 2vorfl of 
times under the late earl of Oxford's admi- 
niſtration, during the four laſt years of queen 
Anne's reign. That wicked minifler was 
univerſally known to be à papiſt in his 1 . 
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He kt] was of a moſt avaritious nature, and 
is ſaid to have died worth four millions ſter- 
ling, be/ides his waſt expence in building, fla- 
tues, plate, jewels, and other coftly rarities. 
He was of' a mean obſcure birth, from the a 
dregs of the pople; and ſo illiterate, that he 
could hardly read a paper at the council table. 
IJ forbear to touch on his open, profane, profli- 
gate life ; becauſe I deſire not to rake into the 
aſhes of the dead : and therefore I ſhall ob- 
ſerve this wiſe maxim; de mortuis nil niſt 
bonum. | 
This flagitious man, in order to compaſs 
his black deſigns, employed certain wicked 
inſtruments (which great ſtateſmen are never 
without) to adapt ſeveral London cries in ſuch 
2 manner as would beſt anſwer his ends. And, 
whereas it was upon good grounds grievouſly 
ſuſpected that all places at court were ſold to 
the higheſt bidder ; certain women were em- 
employed by his emiſſaries to carry 7% in 
baſkets on their heads, and baw] through the 
ſtrects, Buy my freſh places. I muſt indeed 
own that other women uſed the ſame cry, 
who were innocent of this wicked deſign, and 
really ſold fiſh of that denomination to get an 
boneſt livelihood : but the reſt, who were in 
the ſecret, although they carried i in their 
ſieves, or baſkets, to ſave appearances, ye 
they had likewye a certain fign, ſomewhat 
reſembling that of the free-maſons, which 


[cr] The author's meaning is juſt contrary to the 
lteral ſenſe in the character of lord Oxford, = 


T 3 the 


2129 AN EXAMINATION OF 


the purchaſers of places knew well enough, 
and were directed by the women, whither 
they were to reſort and make their purchaſe. 
And I remember very well how oddly it 
Jooked, when we obſerved many gentlemen 
finely dreſt about the court-end of the town, 
and as far as York-buildings, where the lord- 
treaſurer Oxford dwelt, calling the women 
who cried Buy my freſh places, and talking to 
them in the corner of a ſtreet, until they un- 
derſtood each other's ſign. But we never 
could obſerve that any fiſfi was bought. 

Some years before the cries laſt mentioned, 
the duke of Sawoy was reported to have made 
certain overtures to the court of England for 
admiting his eldeſt ſon, by the ducheſs of 
Orleamss daughter, to ſucceed to the crown, 
as next heir, upon the pretender's being re- 
jected ; and that fon was immediately to turn 
proteſtant. It was confidently reported, that 
great numbers of people diſaffected to the 
then illuſtricus, but now royal, houſe of Ha- 
rover were in thoſe meaſures. Whereupon 
another ſet of women were hired, by the j4- 
cobite leaders, to cry through the whole town, 
Buy my Savoys, dainty Savoys, curious Sa- 
voys. But I cannot directly charge the late 
earl of Oxford with this conſpiracy, becauſe 
he was not then chiet miniſter. However, 
this wicked cry ſtill continues in London, and 
was brought over hither, where it remains to 
this day; and 1s, in my humble opinion, 2 
very offenſive ſound to every true pr * , 
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who 13 old enough to remember thoſe dan- 
gerous times. 

During the miniſtry of that corrupt and j ja- 
cobite earl abovementioned, the ſecret per- 
nictous deſign of thoſe in power was to fell 
Flanders to France: the eonſequence of which 
muſt have been the infallible ruin of the 
States-general, and would have opened the 
way for France to obtain that univerſal mo- 
narchy, they have ſo long aimed at; to which 
the Briliſb dominions mult next after Holland 
have been compelled to ſubmit, whereby the 
Proteſtant religion would be rooted out of the 
world. 

A deſign of this vaſt importance, after 
long conſultation among the zacobrte grandees 
with the earl of Oxford at their head, was at 
laſt determined to be carried on by the ſame 
method with the former: it was therefore 
again put in practice; but the conduct of it 
was chiefly left to choſen men, whoſe voices 
were louder and ſtronger than thoſe of the 
other ſex : and upon this occaſion was firſt 
inſtituted in London that famous cry of 
TLOUNDERS, But the criers were particu— 
iarly directed to pronounce the word Flauy- 
ders, and not flounders. For the country, 
which we now by corruption call Flanders, 
is in its true orthography ſpelt Flaunders, as 

may bc obvious to all who read old Engliſh 
books. I ſay, from hence begun that thun- 
dering cry, which hath ever ſince ſtunned the 
ears of all London, made ſo many children 
fail into fits, and women miſcarry; Come, buy 
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My freſh flaunders, curious flaunders, charm- 
ing flaunders, alive, alive, ho; which laſt 
words can, with no propriety of ſpeech, be 
applied to hſh manifeſtly dead (as I obſerved 
before in berrings and ſalmon) but very juſtly 
to ten provinces containing many millions of 
living chriſtians. But the application is ſtill 
cloſer, when we conſider that all the people 
were to be taken like fi/bes in a net; and, by 
aſſiſtance of the pope, who ſets up to be the 
univerſal fiſher of men, the whole innocent 
nation was, according to our common ex- 
preſſion, to be laid as flat as a flounder. 

I remember, myſelf, a particular crier of 
Founders in London, who arrived at ſo much 
fame for the loudneſs of his voice, as to have 
the honour of being mentioned upon thar 
account in a comedy, He hath diiturbed me 
many a morning, before he came within fifty 
doors of my lodging: and although I were 
not in thoſe days ſo fully apprized of the de- 
ſigns, which our common enemy had then in 
agitation, yet, I know not how, by a ſecret 
impulſe, young as I was, I could not forbear 
conceiving a ſtrong diſlike againſt the fellow; 
and often ſaid to myſelf, This cry ſeems to be 
forged in the jeſuits ſchool: alas, poor Eng- 
land! I am grievouſly miſtaken, if there be 
not ſome 22 plot at the bottom. I com- 
municated my thoughts to an intimate friend, 
who reproached me with being too viſionary 
in my eee but it proved afterwards, 


that I conjectured right. And I have ſince 
reflected, that, if the wicked faction "_ 
ave 
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have procured only a thouſand men of ag 
ſtrong lungs as the fellow I mentioned, none 
can tell how terrible the conſequences might 
have been, not only to theſe two kingdoms, 
but over all Europe, by ſelling. Flanders to 
France. And yet theſe cries continue un- 
puniſhed both in London and Dublin; al- 
though, I confeſs, not with equal vehemency 
or loudneſs; becauſe the reaſon for contriving 
this deſperate plot is, to our great felicity, 
wholly ceaſed, 

It is well known, that the majority of the 
Briti/h houſe of commons in the laſt years of 
queen Anne's reign were in their hearts di- 
rectly oppoſite to the earl of Oxford's perni- 
cious meaſures z which put him under the ne- 
ceſſity of bribing them with ſalaries. Where- 
upon he had again recourſe to his old poli- 
ticks. And accordingly his emiſſaries were 
very buſy in employing certain artful women, 
of no good life and converſation (as it was 
proved before juſtice [a] Peyton) to cry that 
vegetable commonly called ſellery through 
the town. Theſe women differ from the 
common criers of that herb by ſome private 
mark, which I could never learn ; but the 
matter was notorious enough, and ſufficiently 
talked of; and about the ſame period was the 
cry of ſellery brought over into this kingdom. 
But ſince there is not, at this preſent, the 
leaſt occaſion to ſuſpect the loyalty of our 


[u] A famous whig juſtice in thoſe times. 
criers 
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criers upon that article, I am content that it 
may ſtill be tolerated. 

I ſhall mention but one cry more, which 
hath any reference to politicks; but is in- 
deed of all others the moſt inſolent, as well 
as treaſonable, under our preſent happy eſta- 
bliſhment, I mean that of furnups; not of 
turnips, according to the beſt orthography, 
but abſolutely furnups. Although the cry be 
of an older Late than ſome of the preceding 
enormities, for it began ſoon after the revo- 
lution ; yet was it never known to arrive at 
ſo great a heighth, as during the earl of Ox- 
ford's power. Some people (whom I take to 
be rem enemies) are indeed as ready as 
myſelf to profeſs their diſapprobation of this 
cry, on 7 that it began by the contri- 
vance of certain old procureſſes, who kept 
houſes of ill fame, where lewd women met 
to draw young men into vice, And this they 
wen to prove by ſome words in the cry; 

ecauſe, after the crier had bawled out Tur- 
nups, bo, buy my dainty turnups, he would 
ſometimes add the two following verſes, 
Turn up the mifireſs, and turn up the maid, 
And turn up the daughter, and be not afraid. 

This, ſay ſome political ſophiſts, plainly 
ſhews, that there can be nothing farther 
meant in ſo infamous a cry, than an invita- 
tion to lewdneſs; which, indeed, ought to 
be ſeverely puniſhed in all well-regulated go- 
vernments; yet cannot be fairly interpreted 
as a crime of ſtate, But, I hope, we are 
not ſo weak and blind to be deluded at this 
time 
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time of day with ſuch poor evaſions. I could, 
if it were proper, demonſtrate the very time 
when thoſe two verſes were compoſed, and 
name the author, who was no other than the 
famous Mr. Swan, ſo well known for his 
talent at quibbling, and was as virulent a ja- 
cobile as any in England. Neither could he 
deny the fact, when he was taxed for it in 
my preſence by Sir Henry Dutton-Colt, and 
Colonel Davenport, at the Smyrna coſfee- 
houſe, on the 16th of June, 1701. Thus it 
appears to be a demonſtration, that thoſe 
verſes were only a blind to conceal the moſt 
dangerous deſigns of the party; who, from 
the firſt years after the happy revolution uſed 
a cant-way of. talking in their clubs, after 
this manner: we hope to ſee the cards ſhuflet 
once more, and another king TURN UP trump + 
and, whe ſbail wwe meet over à diſb of TURN= 
UPS? The ſame term of art was uſed in 
their plots againſt the government, and in, 
their treatonable letters written in cyphers, 
and decyphered by the famous. Dr. Milles, as 
you may read in the trials of _ thoſe times. 
This I thought fit to ſet forth at large, and 
in ſo clear a light; becauſe the_.Scotch and 
French authors have given a very different 
account of the word TURNUP ; but whether 
out of ignorance or partiality I ſliall not de- 
cree; bccauſe J am ſure the reader is con- 
vinced by my diſcovery. It is to be obferved, 
that this cry was ſung in 2 particular manner 
by Lellows in diſguiſe to give notice where 

| thoſe 
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thoſe traitors were to mee: in order to con- 
cert their villainous deſigns. bp” 
I have no more to add upon this article, 
than an an humble propoſal, that thoſe who 
cry this root at preſent in our ſtreets of Dub- 
Tin may be compelled, by. the juſtices of the 
ace, to pronounce turnip, and not turnup ; 
or, I am afraid, we have ſtill too many 
Makes in our boſom, and it would be well it 
their cellars were ſometimes ſearched, when 
the owners leaſt expect it; for I am not out 
of fear, that latet aneuts in herbga. 

Thus, we are zealous in matters of ſinall 
moment, while we —_— thoſe of the higheſt 
importance. I have already made it manifeſt, 
that all theſe cries were contrived in the avorf 
of times, under the miniſtry of that deſperate 
ſtateſman 'Robert late earl of Oxford; and 
for that very reaſon ought to be rejected with 
horror, as begun in the reign of jacobites, 
and may well be numbered among the rags of 
popery and treaſon ; or, if it be thought pro- 

r that theſe cries muſt continue, ſurely they 
ought to be only truſted in the hands of true 
pretefiants, who have given ſecurity to the 
government. FT os. | 
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